- SECTION 7 passives

grammar summary

When A does something to B, there are often two ways to talk about it: ‘active’ and ‘passive’,

s We use active verbs if we want A to be the subject.
Mrs Harris cooks our meals. Andrew broke the window.

e We use passive verbs if we want B to be the subject.
Our meals are cooked by Mrs Harris. Thecwindow was broken by Andrew.

We make passive vefbs with be (am, are, Is étc) + past participle (cooked, broken etc).

Passive verbs have the same tenses (simple present, present progressive, present perfect etc) as active verbs.
For a list of active and passive tenses, see page 276.

pre-test: which units do you need?

Try this small test. It will help you to decide which units you need. The answers are on page 283,

Correct () or not (¥)?

B> English is spoken in New Zealand. ¥.. 5 Our car has been stolen, ...

> I born in Manchester, # 6 When is that window broken? ...

1 I was studied German for three years. ... 7 This book was written from my father. ...

2 Ann invited to a party by her boss. ... 8 I was given your name by a friend of mine. ..,
3 How is written your name? ... 9 The new road will finished in July. ...

4 ‘Where’s your coat?’ ‘It’s being cleaned.’ ...

(Circle)the best way to continue.

1 She lives in an old house. A Somebody built it in 1730. B It was built in 1730.
2 My friend Andrew takes photographs of animals and birds.
A He sells them for a lot of money. B They are sold by him for a lot of money.

DO YOU KNOW? (Answers at the bottom of the page)

1 Which of these is used to boil water?

A a fridge B asink C akettle D a hot water bottle
2 Which US President was killed in a theatre?
A Lincoln B Kennedy C Eisenhower D Nixon
3 Which game is played with a racket?
A golf B cricket C football D tennis
4 If you are being served, where are you?
A in a shop B in a church C inthe sea D in hospital
5  The Olympic Games have never been held in:
A Melbourne B Tokyo C London D Chicago
6  Which of these metals was discovered by Marie Curie?
A uranium B radium C gold D platinum
7 Which of these was not written by Shakespeare?
A Hamlet B The Sound of Music C Othello D Julius Caesar
8  Which country was governed by the Pharaohs?
A Sweden B China C Egypt D Japan
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passives: introduction  English is spoken in Australia.

When A does something to B, there are often two ways
to talk about it: ‘active’ and ‘passive’.

We use active verbs if we want A to be the subject. A

We use passive verbs if we want B to be the subject.

We make passive verbs with be (am, are, is etc) + past participle (cooked, seen etc).

ACTIVE PASSIVE

A B B (A)

Mrs Harris cooks our meals. Our meals are cooked by Mrs Harris.
Somebody saw her in Belfast. She was seen in Belfast.

The government will close the hospital next year. | The hospital will be closed  next year.

Passive verbs have the same tenses (simple present, present progressive, present perfect etc) as active
verbs. For a list of active and passive tenses, see page 276,

Which picture goes with which sentence?

B> The policeman helped the old lady. A 4 Annie loves all dogs. ...
1 The policeman was helped by the 5 Annie is loved by all dogs. ...
old lady. ... 6 The Queen photographed the tourists. ...
2 The car hit a tree. ... 7 The Queen was photographed by the
3 The car was hit by a tree. .., tourists. ...

, the correct answer,

English speaks / spoken / is spoken in Australia.

1studied / was studied French for three years at school.

We spent [ was spent too much money on holiday.

This window broke / was broken by your little boy,

Her clothes made / are made in Paris.

This book written / was written by my brother.

The new university will open / will opened [ will be opened by the Prime Minister.

Ann was driving | was driven much too fast, and she stopped | was stopped by the police.

RN N R WD) ke

Sometimes we make passives with get instead of be, especially in spoken English.
I get paid on Fridays, My window got broken by the wind,
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simple present passive We are woken by the birds.

| am woken you are woken  he/she/it is woken etc
am | woken? are you woken? is he/she/it woken? etc
I am not woken you are not woken he/she/it is not woken etc

For contractions (I'm, isn't etc), see pages 2, 277.

We use the simple present passive like the simple present active, for things that are always true, and
things that happen-all the time, repeatedly, often, sometimes, never etc (see page 15).

| am paid every two weeks. Is Jeremy liked by the other children? ~ Stamps aren’t sold here.

2 For spelling rules for adding -ed to verbs, see page 42; for irregular past participles, see page 275.

Complete the sentences with am/are/is.

1 What ... this called in English?

2 T paid on the first of every month.

3 Jane ..o, often sent to the Singapore office.

4 i any classes taught on Wednesdays?

5 More chocolate ................ eaten in the US than in any other country.
6 Not very much .....occoveene known about Shakespeare’s childhood.

7 We e woken by the birds every morning.

8 s you seen by the same doctor every week?

Put simple present passive verbs into these sentences.

B> A lot of olive oil ..ks.4s2..... in Greek cooking. (use)

1T ArabiC .ccoovviviiiiiiini from right to left. (write)

2 Those programmes ......... et by millions of people every week. (watch)
3 Stamps .o in most newsagents in Britain. (sell)

4 The police say that nothing ..., about the child’s family.- (know)
5 In English, ‘ough’ ...occoviiiiniiiiiniiniiien, in a lot of different ways. (pronournce)

6 Spanish ..o in Peru. (speak)

7 Cricket .o by two teams of eleven players. (play)

8 Our Windows ...ceeeerccieeereereiecioriininnnnnne once a month. (clear)

Make simple present negatives and questions.

B ‘Jaguar cars .. A WOEAATAL e, in America.’ (not make)
"Where .2re.thel mades. ............ccceeeeveinnn.” ‘In the UK

1 ‘MY DAIE vevrivieiiiiiriinieisie e aseenaeasanns with a Y.’ (not spell)
THOW ciiiiiviieiieeerireeireerreas s seeeeeeivaanssans '"“1,E S L I ES

2 ‘That Kind of bird .......cocceeiiiiiierninieeen e around here.” (not usually see)
“IWHETE ciiiiiveeriersiercreier e et ! In warmer countries.’

3 TIWHETE oot nnninns e like were.” (not pronounce)
THOW 1evvvverirenreenrenerineee e cnsesnae s ' ‘Like wear.’

4 ‘DIamonds ... in Scotland.’ (not find)
TWHETE woeeiereiiiriiiiinie e ’ In South Africa, for example.’

S MY SISEL tovvvviiiiiiii very'well.” (not pay)
HOW MUCH vvviiiiiiiveciicneirecc s ' T don't remember.’

- PASSIVES

95




future passive  Tomorrow your bicycle will be stolen,

I will be woken you will be woken he/she/it will be woken etc
will | be woken? will you be woken? will he/she/it be woken? etc
1 will not be woken you will not be woken he/she/it will not be woken etc

For contractions: (/], wont etc), see page 277.

We use the future passive like the future active (see page 35), to say things that we think, guess or
know about the future, or to ask questions about the future,

One day all the work will be done by machines.  Where will the match be played?

Make future passive sentences with the verbs from the box.

clean close v finish open send speak

> The motorway Witk e ebosed ...~ for three days.
e by the Queen,
................................................................... everywhere,
................................................................... in a few days,
................................................................... while you're out.
................................................................... to you next week.
Make future passive negatives and questions.
S on Saturday.’” (play)
" ‘On Sunday.’
1 “The VISIOTS ......ovvvuroeerrererenrereoo to the hotel by bus.’ (take)
HOW oo, ' ‘By taxi.’
2 ‘The new Hbrary .............ocooevmmroio in the Central Square.’ (build )
WHETE .o " ‘Behind the Police Station.’
3 English w..ccoooviverniosoo at the conference.’ (speak)
‘What language ..................ooooovrvooo " ‘Chinese.’

Make five future passive sentences from the table.

a small man in a raincoat /

Next year your clean / cook / a black cat / two old ladies /
Tomorrow bed / bicycle / '

Next week breakfast / food / do / eat / make / a beautiful woman /
Tonight clothes / dinner / sencll to Callllada / people f.rom anoth.er world /
One day glasses / house / :tia / wash / the Preﬂde.nt / a big dog /
In 20 years room / work ake away your old friend Peter /

a machine
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simple past passive I was stopped by a policeman.

! was woken you were woken he/she/it was woken etc
was | woken? were you woken? was he/she/it woken? etc
| was not woken you were not woken he/she/it was not woken etc

For contractions: (wasn't etc), see page 277. -

We use the simple past passive like the SImple past active, for complete finished actions and events
(see page 46). S -
This table was made by my grandfather. “Was the letter signed? We weren’t met at the door.

Complete the sentences with was/were.

1 The fire .ccoovevviiiiniiiinnine seen in Renton, a kilometre away.

2 Most of the matches ........cceevvvvivienneee won by Indian teams. J

3 These Keys .occevvvviieniininecene found in the changing room - are they yours7

4 We couldn’t find the station, but we ........c.ccccoovevivinnins helped by a very kind woman.
S T, stopped by a policeman in Green Road this morning.

6 Yesterday a mamn ........cccceecrervarennne caught trying to burn down the Town Hall.

Put simple past passive verbs into these sentences.

1 Our passpPorts ..oiviiioniinneirireecneconineaneian by a tall woman in a uniform. (fake)

2 These DOOKS ...cocvveeeiriecirinivinirieiirroreennns in the classroom yesterday. (leave)

3 Idon’t think this room ........ccceevveeeeeieiniineceeinienn yesterday. (clean) '

4 We i at the airport by a driver from the university. (meet)
S NODOAY ..covviiiniiiiiiiiinee e what was happening. (tell)

6 He e, away to school when he was twelve. (send)

) Make simple past passive negatives and questions.

B We . R ERAL ..o when we finished the work.” (not pay)
"When .. Were. O BALAT. ..o, ’ ‘Two months later,

1 My father o in England.’ (not educate)
"WIETE vt " In Germany.’

2 "The LEterS wviviiieeiriierie e see e senanes on Tuesday.’ (not post)
WRHETL (it " 'On Thursday.’

3 TS rveeveirievrerenirerciee e eerr e ree e e b sbe s s e e in butter.” (not cook)
THOW vttt ’ ‘In margarine.’

4 MY SULL veviveirrrinirenrieeciesressceesesineesnnenns rrveerenieennens in England.’ (not make)
"WRETE v '’ ‘In Hong Kong.’

S ‘The restaurant Dill .....cccooveiiiveniinenir e in cash.” (not pay)
THOW vttt ’ ‘With a credit card.’

We use a passive structure — to be born — to give somebody’s date or place of birth.
I was born in 1964. (NOT+borm-in1964) My sister was born in Egypt.

) Write a sentence about your date and place of birth.
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present progressive passive [t’s being cleaned.

I am being watched you are being watched he/she/it is being watched etc
am | being watched? are you being watched? is he/she/it being watched? etc
I am not being watched you are not being watched he/she/it is not being watched etc

For contractions (I'm, isn’t etc), see pages 2 and 277.

We use the present progressive passive like the present progressive active, for th
now (see page 22), or for things that are planned for the future (see page 34).
"Where’s the carpet?’ ‘It’s being cleaned.’

ings that are happening

When are you being seen by the doctor?

Questions and answers. Use the words in the box to co

mplete answers to the questions.
Use the present progressive passive.

grass / cut v 1/send it / clean my hair / cut she / interview watch / repair

B> ‘Can we play on the football pitch?’ ‘No, .the.gxass, ks being eut.
‘Can’t you wear your blue suit tonight?’ ‘No,
‘Did Alice get that new job?’ ‘Not yet —
‘What time is it?’ ‘Sorry, I don’t know:

‘Why the big smile?” /

[SA T~ GRS

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: travelling by air
Make sure you know the words in the box. Use a dictiona

ry if necessary. Then make six or
more sentences about what is being done in this airport.

SUBJECTS: baggage boarding passes business people cars
passengers v/ passports reservations tickets
VERBS: annournce check checkin + make meet

departures

park print sell X-ray

| B
. **\%
EuropeAlr*@ T

[SHELANERT)

oot Ll

EuropeAird
TICKET SALES {MBureay

RESERVATIONS || chime
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present perfect passive  The house has been sold.

| have been seen you have been seen he/she/it has been seen etc
have | been seen? have you been seen? has he/she/it been seen? etc
! have not been seen you have not been seen he/she/it has not been seen etc

We use the present perfect passive like the present perfect active (see pages 54-61), to talk about past
actions and events which are important now — for example, when we give people news.

The house on the corner has been sold. , We haven't been invited to Ann’s party,

) News: put the verbs into the present perfect passive.

» A new university .nas beew opened s in Kew today by the Prince of Wales. (open)
1 Lord Retlaw ....ococciiniiiiniiiiiiiniinen e, for drunk driving. (arrest)
2 An old painting from a school in Wales ..o R for $250,000

by an American museum. (buy)
3 An 18-year-old SOIAIET ....cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e in an accident in Devon. (kill)
4 The two lost children ... alive and well in a London park. (find)
5 AN UNKNOWI ACLOT tiviviieeeiriennrieeinnieesinneesinreesenneeens to star in the new film of ‘Macbeth’. (choose)

‘It's never been done.” Make a sentence for each picture. |

>
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verbs with two objects  We were given a week,

Some verbs (for example give, lend, promise, send and show) can have two objects: a person and a thing
(see page 140). If the person is last, we use to.

They gave Susan a prize. OR They gave a prize to Susan.

We sent Andy a birthday card. OR We sent a birthday card to Andy.
These verbs have two possible passive structures, '
Susan was given a prize. OR A prize was given to Susan,

Andy was sent a birthday card. OR A birthday card was sent to Andy.

The structure with the person first (Susan was given ...) is very common.

Put the beginnings and ends together.

1 Jack has been promised a trip to Mexico A to finish our English homework. ...
2 Ann has been shown several houses, B while mine is being repaired. ...

3 We've been given three days C but she hasn’t seen one she likes. ...
4 Twas sent an invitation to Alex’s party, D if he passes his exams. &

5 I'm being lent a new car E but I don’t think I'1l go. ...

Make two sentences with each set of words. Use the simple past passive.

> lend / everyone / skis / for the day ~ &verione was benk siks for the day... Skis were lenk to..

L

1 give / the younger children / picture books

1 Cathy / nOt PIOMISE / @ PIACE w..vvuveveeieeeiireiiesiesse e eees s oo eee oo
WHO (i, AT anybody .....ccovveeinrenninniniiieeeee e
2 We /Ot give / €N0UGH HIME ...vvvuvvveeieeareiirensionniieese oo seeeeeesss oo ee oo oo oooeoeeeeseeeeoee oo
WHRO e, [ anybody ...... B st es
3 Jon / 0ot SNOW / the RAll oovvvuivireiieeeiicoecrierenniis s oeoeee oo
TWEO bttt eeeeseeeeeeeeeee oo
[ any of the MUSICIAIIS ...vuivuiiiiiiiie e eeoeeeeeeees oo
4 1/ 100t give / an eXPIANAtON .........vueccieeciveeeeisinsiine s es s ese et eeee oo
WHO v [ anybOAY ooviiieicn e
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by with passives Who was it made by?

With passives, we are mostly interestedin the action - in what happens.

" The missing child has been found.  The ear-rings were made in the first century BC.
German is spoken /n Austr/a Thousands of f/sh were killed, but no one knows how,.

If we want to say who or what does the actlon, we use by.

The missing child was found by a French family.  The ear-rings were made by a Roman goldsmlth
Urdu is spoken by a lot of people in London.  Thousands of fish were killed by the chemicals.

<

Complete each sentence with by ... and the best expression from the box.

afarmer atree loud music —my granddaughter a committee s/ the government

B The name of the new school is being decided . DY A COMIMERERE e, of parents
and governors.

Most of the cost of university education is paid .......ccovviiviniiiinnnn RPN

All the neighbours were WOKEI UP .v.vvvviviiiienniiiiiiiiicsinssneneeesneennnes coming from the flat.
I'm being taught how to use a COMPULET .....occivviiiiiiiiniiniiie s

A big box of Roman jewellery has been found in a field ........ccvviiiviniininiiiin
in Kent.

5 The Window was BIOKEIL .......cveivieriueiniiniieneeniein et esnresieeiens that fell over in the storm.

=~ W N =

In passive q‘uestions, we dsually prefer’Who by7 especially in spoken English:: :
I really like the statue in the square. Who was it made by? Who were you invited by7
By whom....7 is also possible, especially in writing. - : .

Ask past questions with Who ... by?

B> ‘Look at this beautiful photo.’ (fake) ...-\¥ho.was it taken by’ ...

‘Dune is my favourite science fiction book.” (WFte) .......cocriiininiiiiiciiinniniine e
‘Do you remember that song Over the Rainbow?’ (SiNg) ......cccovvvcrvriinnnne. ererheee e st e s seresnens
That’s a wonderful picture. (Paing) ....ccccovvvevviniiinniiiciicee e

‘Casablanca is the greatest film of all time.” (direct) .......ccovevevviiiiiniiiiiiniciminrrnen,
‘Our village school is a beautiful building.” (BPUIlA) ...ccvereveeeiireircceniiree et

‘T really like the name of the new SChooL’ (CHO0SE) ........coccoiiiniiniiiiiiiiinii i,

N N o W N

We only use by ... if it is really nec,e'sséry.' (80% Of passivefsentenees aréklr,kna‘de‘Wit‘houtibyl.._.) :

Cross out the expression in italics if you feel it gives no useful information.

> A 54-year-old accountant was arrested for drunk driving last night-by-the-police—
‘Romeo and Juliet’ was written by Shakespeare.

All of these birds have been seen in Britain by people who watch birds.

Everest was first climbed in 1953 by mountain climbers.

This house was built by Frank Lloyd Wright.

My sister’s books have been translated into thirty languages by translators.

Sugar is made from sugar cane and sugar beet by sugar companies.

This letter wasn’t written by an English person.

N O W
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passive or active? which tense?

We choose passive or active so that we can start the sentence with the thlng or person that we are
talking about.

PASSIVE! St Paul’s Cathedral was built between 1675 and 1710. (talking about the Cathedral)
PASSIVE: St Paul’s Cathedral was built by Christopher Wren. (talking about the Cathedral)
ACTIVE! Christopher Wren built St Paul’s Cathedral. (talking about Christopher Wren)

Christopher
Wren built
St Paul’s

Cathedral.

St Paul’s Cathedral
was built between
1675 and 1720.

Make active and passive sentences.

» Shakespeare / ‘Hamlet’ / 1601 / write
Write about Shakespeare' Sl’!ﬁ!’\’,esﬁea Ve Wl’Dte ‘Hamlet’ in 1601,

Write about ‘Hamlet’. tiamket! was wi
1 this sweater / Ann’s mother / make

Write about Ann’s mother.

Write about this sweater.
2 Janet / the electricity bill / last week / pay

WWIITE ADOUL JATIEL.  ...ovveiiiieeiiciiiiieeeeesasaseitree s e eesasasssitetese e e s s tns s bbaeaaesersesansaeesansesssstestnsesnssessssssssesssasnassonnass

Write about the electriCity Dill. .........coovioviviiviiniiiiincti e s
3 the first television / J. L. Baird / 1924 / build

Write about the first teleViSION. ........coviiiiviiiiiiimiiniiiiicii sttt se et st sae e st sassaens s anane s

Wite abOUt J. L. BAITA. .....ccoviiiireeeeiieiiiicieteseseiusisteeesssseiienssestassssssssassassarearsssnstsssesesasetasanssssessesesssssense

We choose passnve or active to contlnue talklng about the same thmg or person

Spanish is a useful Ianguage for travelllng Itis spoken in most of Central and South America.
(Better than People speak it in most ...)
We've got two cats. They catch a lot of mice. (Better than A lot of mice are caught by them.)

the best way to continue.

1 This ice cream has a very unusual taste. A I think someone makes it with coconut miik.
B I think it’s made with coconut milk.

2 Rice is important in Cajun cooking. A People serve it with every meal. -
B It’s served with every meal.

3 Barry is very good to his parents. A He visits them two or three times a week.
B They are visited by him two or three times a week.

4 Carlo Vane is very popular at the moment. A They play his songs on the radio every day.
B His songs are played on the radio every day.

5 Alice is a very good poet. A She womn a national poetry prize last year.
B A national poetry prize was won by her last year.
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Gorillas (find) > ..arg fovnel . in several countries in central Africa. They are about 1.6 metres tall,

and they (cover) 1.....cccccvvniinnininnnnn, with black or brown hair. ,

Gorillas’ lives (spend) 2 .....ccocoecnivnnvinnenninn, in groups. Each group (have) 3 .......... Mrcerren e five
to ten gorillas in it. The gorillas in a group (Walk) 4 ..ccoeovvvecinecvririneeennn about 0.5 to 1.0 km per day,
looking for food. They (not €at) 5 ..c.cceevvevererireviinennens all the leaves in one part of the forest before
‘moving on; some leaves (Jeave) 6 ....ocvvvovvvereevineeeanns on the trees and plants. At night gorillas (sleep)
T rerrerinten e neineainea e in nests; these nests (1ake) 8 .....lvccvvvveveiiriiiinnnnnn of branches and leaves.

The number of gorillas living in Africa today (not know) D i , but it is certain
that this number is getting smaller. Why? Because in the countries where the gorillas (live)
10 vevversressssensensiannnr, MOTE and more trees (cut down) 11 c.oceiiiiincieniinienn, every year.

o § B SR i1

© The Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund International 2001

Revision of passives: circle the correct tense in each sentence.

> Baseball is being played /by two teams of nine players.

1 How many languages are spoken |/ will be spoken in 2100?

2 Yesterday, letters are sent [ was sent / were sent to all the members of the club.
3 What kind of oil is used / has been used in Mexican cooking?

4 "Where’s your car?’ ‘It’s repaired.” | ‘It's being repaired.’ | ‘It's been repaired.’

5 Oh, dear, I'm late - is my name / has my name been called yet?

Revision of passives: write the passive verbs in the correct tenses.

> Potatoes ... WEE Lronaht. .............. to Europe from South America in the 1500s. (bring)

1 YOUr class .ooevvrevvveivinienncreesnnecrnenneenns by Mrs Nash on Monday next week. (teach)

2 Five hundred years ago, Latin .......c.creeenrrneereennenns s by people all over Europe. (speak)
3 I'm working at home today because my office (paint)

4 Someone’s been using my desk ~ all my papers
S Two’ and ‘00" v the same. ( pronounce)

PBACCH/EC ian>




test yourself passives
a passive or active verb form.

Derek posted [ was posted his letter to the university today.

We did a lot of work for the school, but we didn’t pay | weren’t paid.
My friend Douglas speaks / is spoken seven languages.

The letter H doesn’t pronounce | isn’t pronounced in French.

A new hospital will build / will be built in the town centre,

You can't come in here — the rcom is cleaning / is being cleaned,

We have invited [ have been invited to John’s party tonight.

Ny ok W N =

Put simple present, simple past or future passive verbs into these sentences.

B ‘Frankenstein’ .. Was written. . ... by Mary Shelley. (write)

1 Butter «oovvvevveieieiseee e from milk. (rmake)

2 Last night tWo men ........cccoovveveeeecesereee in a fight in a nightclub. (kill)

3 One day all OUr WOTK ...ocversoeeererisooeeo by machines. (do)

4 English .coooovveevicciiiieceesn as a second language by millions of people. (speak)

the best way to continue.

1 Iwas really hungry. AT ate six €ggs. B Six eggs were eaten by me.

2 George Yeo'’s new book is very good. A People bought 10,000 copies in the first week.
B 10,000 copies were bought in the first week.

3 This milk tastes funny. A I think someone has left it out of the fridge for too long.
B I think it’s been left out of the fridge for too long.

4 Zoé takes good care of her car. A She checks the oil and tyres every week,
B The oil and tyres are checked by her every week.

| Put present perfect or present progressive passive verbs into these sentences.

P ‘Is the Army Museum still in Green Street?’ ‘No, it has beewelosed. . .. ' {close)
1 Don’t Iook now, but I think We ...............evveevreomreesroooooooooosn (follow)

2 Hello, police? I'd like to report a theft. My handbag ........ccoeeiivcinieeeeeeeeee (steal)
3 ‘Why did you take the bus? ‘MY Car ..........c.coeormreeemmmrrrooooosoooooooo " (repair)

4 Ithink someone’s been in my room - some books R e st beeans (move)
S ‘There’s nbbody here.” 'No, all the STUAENES ......vvvvvvevvereeeeereooseoooo home.’ (send)
6 ‘When ................. FOU ittt ' “Tomorrow morning.’ (interview)

Use the words in italics as the subjects and verbs of passive sentences.

...................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

More difficult questions
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