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tCTION 6 modal verbs

grammar summary

MODAL VERBS: can could may might shall should will would must (ought‘ to)
PAST AND FUTURE OF MODALS: be able to  have to
VERBS THAT ARE LIKE MODALS: used to  had better needn’t

) [
The modal verbs are a special group of auxiliary verbs. We use them before other verbs to express certain

meanings — for examplé permission, ability, possibility, certainty.

Modals have different grammar from other verbs. For example, they have no -s on the third person singular:

we say he can, NOT -he-cans:

Used to, had better and needn‘t are similar to modals in some ways, and they are included in this section.

A less common verb — ought to — is not practised here. For will, see pages 35-37.

pre-test: which units do you need?

Try this small test. It will help you to decide which units you need. The answers are on page 283,

Correct (+) or not (¥)?

B She cans play the piano. X 8 You have better go home now. ...

1 Can you to sing? ... _ 9 We mustn’t pay now, but we can if we want to. ...
2 1 may not be here this evening. ... 10 Where did you use to live? ...

3 You don’t must open that door. ... 11 T use to play a lot of tennis. ...

4 Must you go? ... 12 Would you like coming out with us? ...

5 Last year I must work on Saturdays. ... 13 Shall I make coffee? ...

6 When do you have to leave? ... 14 1should have told you everything. ...

7 You will have to get the 10.15 train. ...

Complete the sentences. (More than one answer may be possible.)

T o, I use your phone? :

2 you lend me a pen?

3 She has very good clothes. She .....ccccovnvinninnnn. have a lot of money.
4 She doesn’t answer the phone. She ......c.ccocovvivneiiinns be at home.

5 People ..covvevcineiinniiinnn, smile more often.

6 Omne day, people ......cceevveciiriennine to go to the moon on holiday.

Are TV chefs
creating a nation
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mustn’t and needn’t  We mustn’t wake the baby.

| must not go you must not go he/she/it must not go-etc
Bl | | need not go you need not go he/she it need not go etc

Contractions:. mustn’t; needn‘t

Must has two negatives (B]): we use mustn‘’t when we mean-'Don‘t do this." ..
we use needn’t when we mean *This isn’t necessary.’

You mustn’t smoke here. You mustn‘t take pictures here. We mustn‘t wake the baby.
You needn’t pay now; you can pay when the work is finished. We needn’t hurry — we're early.

Complete the sentences with mustn’t and the verbs in the box.

Put the beginnings and ends together. Add needn’t and verbs from the box.

light v make smoke use wash
At a campsite: > Yo stk liaht. | fires.
T, dishes in the showers,
2 i, noise after 10 pm.
Onaplane: 3 .....iviiieieanan, a mobile phone.
4 in the toilets.

drive give make make wake
1 You .eedn b wake oo, me up; A I can walk. ...
2 YOU vt breakfast for me; B I'll buy The Times at the station. ...
3 YOU ivvvviriviie it lunch for me; C T'll have lunch in the canteen. ...
4 YOU i me to the station; D TI'll just have coffee. ...
S YOU i, me your newspaper; | E I've got an alarm clock. L
Mustn’t or needn’t?
Lolstt hurry — we'll get too tired.
LR hurry - we're early.
T You .o, stay up late — you’ve got school tomorrow morning.
2 YOU i, stay up late to wash the dishes ~ I'll wash them in the morning.
3 We i, leave the door open - the rain will come in.
4 We e, leave the door open - Peter has got a key.
S YOU v, write to John about this - I've already written to him.
6 YOU .coovvviriininreriain, write to John about this ~ if you do, he’ll tell everybody.
7 YOUu v, drive so fast - the police will stop you.
8 YOU v drive so fast — we've got a lot of time.
1 SRR look in the cupboard again - I've looked in there twice.

=
o
et

.............................. look in the cupboard — Ann has put my birthday present in there,

Affirmative (E5) need is not a modal verb.

He needs to go now. (NOT He-need-go-row:)

Don‘t/doesn’t have to (see page 75) means the same as needn‘t.
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have to Do you have to teach small children?

Have to is not a modal verb, but we use have to like must (see page 73), and we use don’t have tolike
needn’t (see page 74). : : :

I/you/we/they have to go - he/she/it has to go
do I/you/we/they have to go? - does he/she/it have to go7
//you/we/they do not have to go , he/she/lt does not have to go i

Contractlons don’t doesn

We use have to when we want to say"T‘h‘is is necessary’ /"Is this:ne‘c‘e.(sary?" (like must).
You have to drive on the left in Britain. I have to go to New York for a meeting every month.
My sister has to work on Saturdays. Do your children have to take lunches to school?

Complete the sentences with has to and expressions from the box.

be v/ be be carry have wear

> An accountant .14s.t2.b¢ good with numbers, 3 A politician .......cocovreerennnn good at speaking.
1 A COOK ovvniiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiie, very clean hands. 4 Abuilder ..., heavy things.
2 An army Officer ......cocevviivriiniininn auniform. 5 Asecretary ... good at spelling.

Put the beginnings and ends together. Add Do/Does ... have to.

1 T'm a swimming teacher.’ A finish it today?’ ...
2 ‘Here is some work for you and Jan.’ B speak Spanish?’ ...
3 ‘I'want you to go to your aunt’s party.’ | C ‘i, tell you now?’ ...
4 'Jo and Alec work for a Mexican firm.” | D ‘i, stay until the end?’ ...
5 ‘When would you like your holiday?’ |E ‘“.Re.gew.haveto........ teach small children?’ &

We use don’t/doesn’t have t¢ when we want to say this is not he’cesikary" (!ike _néedn’t);'
You don’t have to phone Jear; she knows already. (NOT Yeu-raustn’t-phene ...: see page 74)

Complete the sentences with don’t/doesn’t have to and verbs from the box.

arrive close give v go post speak water
B> You .40t NAVEE0. 88 .. any food to the fish; they only eat in the morning.
1 YOU tiririiiieiiiierieinievariiniarrernranrenrererseecenises the windows; I'll close them later.
2 BINIMEA tiriiieeriiiiiricrieeieieeceeereiriessraeesenneerneee the flowers; I watered them earlier.
3 ALICE it those letters; Cathy’s going to the post office.
4 YOU rivveniireemeineriiie s by train; Marianne will drive you.
5 YOU ovorvrisireeerssen s isssis s ssesssenssees French; everyone here understands English.
6 OLVET .iiccrieiriiiiiiiii it early; he can come at 10.

NOTE: We normally use have to, not must, when we talk about rules and laws.
You have to drive on the left in England. (NOT USUALLY Yeumtst-drive-on-thefeft ...)
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had to, will have to I didn’t have to pay.

| PAST:HADTO S [RUTWRE: WiLL HAVE o

B I/you/he etc had to.go i V\QI/you/he etc WII/ have to go = ,le

| did I/you/he etc have to go7 o will I/you/he etc have togo? . -
;I/you/he etc.did not have to, go ".‘ o //you/he etc will not have to go

Contractions: I, you'll etc; didnt; won't - L

‘We use had to for the past and will have to for the future of must and have to (see pages 73—75)
(Had to and WI” have to are not modals. ) = o . =

My mum had to leave school at sixteen. Did you have to tell /o? I didn’t have to pay.
Alice will have to start school next September. Al won't have to come.

E), at school.

» (learn French E3) ..ﬁ.&.ha?!..t.@..k@amﬁrm.ch ............................................................
> (play tennis B) .1 dldnyt ave to RUAY SEAS. oo
1 (learn RUSSIAN BE]) «ooovoveiiriiiniis ittt s

3 (learn music
4 (play footbal
5 (write poems
6 (write stories

@ Make questions with Did .. have to ..

1 JOhn / pay fOr RIS IESSOTS ..ivvirivivieierieiesinteriiitsaris ettt b bbb
2 Mary / take an eXam 1aSt YEAT ..cvovevviiiiiiieiiiteiiinie e e
3 Joe and Sue / wait a long time fOr a tTaill ...
4 you / show your passport at the airport .....c..ccooeiiinens PN SO PP
5 the children / walk DOME .....ccceviiiiiiiiiniiniii e et
6 PEter [ COOK SUPPET ovvrviiiiiiiiiiisiiisrt ittt e r bbb s bt s b b s h e n s b e e bbb s b s e b s r e a s

€ Complete the sentences. Use ‘Il have to, will ... have to ...? or won't have to with the verbs
in the box.

ask get get go learn play study v work

» Cara wants to be a doctor. Shetk have to study .. hard.

1 Ann needs a new passport. She ... a form from the post office.

2 Bob’s got a new cax, SO he ..o to work by bus.

3 ‘I've got a job with a Spanish company.’ ‘.........ceeeunnenn. FOU wervirivisiieiiineiies e innns e Spanish?’
4 ‘John wants to be a pianist.” ‘He ......cviiinn for hours every day.’

5 ‘Can I go home early?’ ‘I don’t KNOW. YOU ..ccovecniinvininniiniiniiinniennne the boss.’

6 I'm working next Sunday, but I ..., on Saturday.

7 ‘Liz wants to go to the US. ‘..o She v a visa?’
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should What should I tell John?

you should not go :

1 shQUId g‘o‘ , you should go:.: he/she//t should goetc . (NOT-l—shew‘d—fe—ge)
| should:1 go? - should you go? ~should he/she/it go?°etc (Not de#—sheald—g&)
- Ishouldnotgo S

he/she/lt should not go etc.

o \ Contractlons shouldn 4o

We use Should to talk about a good: thlng to do. ;
Should | wear q tie?

&

You should be more ‘careful.

.............................................

vegetables; they
3 In a big city, you

5 When people are travelling by plane, they

.....

and walk round every two hours. (drive; stop)

Péople shouldn’t drive fast in the rain.

Complete the sentences with should and shouldn’t and the verbs in italics.

fast; you

‘Give me that pen’; you

‘Could I borrow your pen, please? (say; say)
2 i people want to live until they’re very old, they
a lot of cakes and chocolate. (eat; eat)
careful with your money; you

your bag on a chair in a restaurant. (be; leave)

a lot of fruit and

for hours and hours without stopping; you

lots of water; they

uncomfortable shoes. (drink; wear)

@ Make questions with should | and the question words and verbs from the box.

What time
sit

QUESTION WORDS: What v What
VERBS: arrive put phone

tell v/  wear

Where Where Who

John?’ [Tell him I left early.’
‘At about 7.00.’

first?” ‘Mr Andrews.’

‘Your blue dress.’

‘At the end of the table.’
this box?’ ‘On the shelf.’

We: use must to talk about what’s necessary, ‘and we use should to talk about what’s good

I must get a new passport: I'm trave//mg next month,

@ Put in should or must.

1 Tcan'tleave; I ..oooviviinninninn, finish this work today.

2 T, take more exercise, but I'm too busy.
3 YOU v n’t smoke near babies.

4 The sign Says We ...c.cccoveevernarns n't smoke here.

S What .o I do to get a visa?

6 YOU .eoveviririreeennn be over 16 to buy cigarettes here.
7 'What music ........ccceeeiennn, I play? ‘I'd like Mozart.’

get a haircut.’

lshould eat more fruit, but | don’t I/ke fruzt

MONAI \VERRS 77




can and could He can play the plano. She couldn’t write,

I can go you can go he/she/it can go etc (NOT fean-+to-ge; NOT he-cans-go)
can/go? " can you go? can he’/she/ it go? etc (NOT do-tean-go?) o
1 cannot go you cannot go - he/she/it cannot go etc (NOT +€atr-not-go)

Contraction: can’t

! can speak Italian. I can read Spanish, but | can’t speak it. Can you sing?

Write sentences with but about what David can and can’t do.

D> (speak) L0 SPEAR. Crermany, Dk e canss ek, Hnall 4
L(PIY) oo baseball.
2 (PIaY) oo violin.
3 (FEIMEMMDEN) vttt
(D) e cherries,

To:make quéstioné bi With can, we ‘pUt can before the subject.
Can Bill swim? Can Alice speak Chinese? When can 1 pay?

Make questions with can.

> ‘Little Mary is ten months old now.’ (walk) ...CaRSNEWANRR ..ooooooovoeec
» John is starting the violin.’ (what / play) ... N L
1 "My brother wants to work in a TESEAUTANLE." (CO0K) ovvvvvvveerssiooneeeecrnsorees e
2 ‘My daughter’s going to Spain.’ (speak SPATSH) oo
3 ‘Bill and Lisa want to buy a house.’ (how much / DAY) vt
4 ‘Can! help in any WAYY (AIVE G BUS) vt
5 ‘Some colours look bad on me.’ (WEAI TE) oot
6 ‘Ann and I have got a lovely hotel room.’ (S€€ L1E SEa) ..oovvvvvvvvrrvrereeevvcererssrmeseeeeees oo
7 ‘I want to learn the PIANO." (A IHUSIC) oottt
8 ‘My brother is looking for a job.” (what / B0) e

@ Write three things that you can do, and three things that you can't do.
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| could go you could go he/she/it could go etc (NOT +could-to-go)
could I'go? could you go? could he/she/it go? etc (NOT did-Hcoutd-go?)
! could not go you could not go he/she/it could not go etc

Contraction: couldn’t

To talk about the past, we use could.

| could talk when | was thirteen months old. I could walk when | was ten months old.
| couldn't understand the teacher yesterday. How could you say that to me?

What could you do at six years old? Look at the words in the box. Use a dictionary if
necessary. Then make some sentences with / could or I couldn’t.

climb trees  dance fight play chess play the piano read runfast sing  write

My brother’s baby was unusual. When she was three months old she (say) > ooulelsay.......

15 words. When she was a year old she (name) 1......cccevvnviiinninnins all the colours, and she

(COUNL) 2 oviririiiiniiiiiiiine, to 100. When she was three she (read) 3 .......cccceiiiiiininnen. easy books.

She (MO Write) 4 woveovvvrevvninnneiiinnenn, , but she (tell) 5 ..ooveervvirveeinninenenans wonderful stories, and

she (remember) 6 ......coovvvvrinieinnne. every story that she heard. She (nof walk) 7 ......cccoeivninil until

she was nearly two, though.

Can does not have an infinitive (to-can) or a past participle (Hhave-cotie).
Instead, we use (to) be able and been able + infinitive with to. (These are not modals )

| want to be able to speak German. (NOT .. ~to-can-speak-Germar:)

I'll be able to drive soon, I have never been able to play ball games.

Put in to be able to or been able to.

1 Thope .oocvevviiviiiiiiiicien s give you an answer soon.

2 T'VE NEVET .ovveiviieiriiiciiiiiineiree e understand your mother.

3 Sue has always ..., do work that she liked.
4 Our cat would liKe ....cooevvviiiiniiiininneniinen open the fridge door.

Complete the sentences with will be able to and verbs from the box.
LIFE IN THE FUTURE

do eat play remember travel
1 PEOPIE weiiiiiiiiiiicnt e e a lot of fooed and not get fat.
2 Eighty-year-olds .....ccccivviiiinmiiiinniiii s tépnis and football.
3 PEOPLE coeviiiiiiiiic e very fast.
4 People won't forget. EVerybody ...t things clearly.
S All of this Will COSt NOMNEY. ...covreiiriiiiiiiiii e e everybody

............................................................................. all these wonderful things? Or only rich people?

2 For other uses of can and can', see pages 82-85.
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may and might It may snow, | might have a cold.

I may go you may.go he/she/it may go etc
I'may not go you.may not go - he/she/it may not go etc

No contractions: eyt

We Usé’mayto say that things are possible — perhéps they are (not) true, or perhabS-they will (not) happen.
‘What's that animal?’ ‘I'm not sure, it may be a rabbit.’ I'may go to Wales at the weekend.
We may not be here tomorrow, :

- We do.not use mdy in-this way in questions.

It may snow. BUT NOT May-it-snows?

Rewrite the sentences with may.
s oDy Saratfs il SO e

Perhaps Ann needs PEID: vttt
Perhaps the baby’s PUDBTY. vttt e,
Perhaps I won't CPANGEIY JOD. ottt
b AP SHES MATE ottt

OO\]O\U‘I;JAQJND—‘

@ Put the beginnings and ends together; put in may with words from the box.

[ not be give g0 v not have snow stay

‘What are your plans for next year?” | A ‘T'm not sure. I .ma

*Are you going to buy that coat” | B Notsure. We ... .

‘Where are you all going on holiday?’ | C It’s early; he ...

Shall we phone Pete now? | D Yes. T think it ..

Iesgetting very cold’ B berhapg; 1. enough money.’ ...
‘What are you giving Oliver for his Tdon't know. I ..o him a sweater.’ ...

N W N

birthday?’
“Note the difference between may not be (= ‘perhaps is not*) and can’t be (= s Vcertainylyj\*lyOt’);f L
She may not be at home ~ || phone and find out. She can‘t be at home: she went to Spain this morning.

> For the use of may to ask for and give permission (for example May ! talk to you for a minute?), see pa'ge 85.

80 MODAL VERBS




you might go
might you go?.
you might not go

| might go
might | go?
| might not go

-he/she/it might go etc
might he/she/it go? etc

. he/she/it might not go,efc

@
i
&

|

Contraction: mightn‘t

We can use might in the same way as may — especially if we are not so sure about things. :

‘Are you ill?’ ‘Not sure. | might have a cold. Or perhaps not.’

Might is unusual in questions:.

I might not be here tomorrow.

@John has no money. He is thinking about things that might happen. Put in verbs from the

box with might.

send

ﬁuy fall find make win

I b wbahtwhy, a lot of money in the lottery. OT 1 1 .uovvverevversosrrn.,

Or Uncle Max 2 .oeveveivveeiineiinnnns me $1,000. Or a rich woman 3 ......ccceevveernenanne,
Or the bank 4 ......ccoviininnnnnn, a mistake. Or somebody 5 ....ccccocevvierieinnn e,

) Might or might not? Circle the correct answers.

P Kate had a big lunch, so she might want /(might not want)to eat this evening.
It's getting late. I might finish [ might not finish this work on time.

If the traffic gets very bad we might miss / might not miss the train.

o W N

€© GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: jobs

some money in the street.

in love with me.

.. my old car.

If he’s had a good day, your dad might give / might not give you money for the cinema.
Andrew’s story is so good that his teacher might believe / might not believe he wrote it.
Helen’s not feeling well today ~ I'm afraid she might pass / might not pass her exam.
Alan wasn't at the last meeting. He might know / might not know the new members.

Complete the sentences with might be and words from the box. Use a dictionary if

necessary.
a businessman a chef a farmer v a gardener a lawyer
an opera singer a pilot a politician avet v/ '

b Little Henry likes animals. When he grows up he

1 Angela loves aeroplanes. She might

2 George is interested in money.
Ann likes singing and she has a very loud voice.
Peter likes talking.

3
4

)

N O

Alice likes arguing.
John likes cooking.

Mary likes flowers.
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must/can’t: certainty She must be in. He can't be hungry,

We can use must to say that something seems sure/certain.

Ann’s gone to bed. She must be tired, (= I am certain that she is tired.")
Look at her clothes. She must have plenty of money. (= ‘| feel sure that she has plenty of money.”)

Rewrite the sentences in italics with must.

> Her ight's on. She’s certainly in. ... SNEMMSEDE oo
1 John's coming to see me. Im sure he wants something. He
2 Listen to her accent. I feel sure she’s French. ...
3 Look at all those books. He certainly reads a 10t. ...........oovcovveuvererooo
4 So you're studying politics. I'm sure that's interesting.
S Are those his shoes? He certainly as very Big feet. ..........c..cocuceeeerrvvmmmmmmseeevoceccmeeseossessoooooeoo
6 Do ybu live in Barton? You certainly Know Paul BAKer. ..........ccc.ovvoeoreoomoeoo

Read the text, look at the picture and complete the sentences with must.

A woman left her hotel room three days ago. Nobody has seen her since, The picture shows
some things that the police have found in her room. What do they know about her?

The negative of must (to talk about certainty) is can’t.

It can't be true. (= ‘It’s certainly not true.”) (NOT H-musta’t-be-true.)

She always wears old clothes. She can’t have much money.

2 He has a very expensive car. Im sure he’s not a teacher,
3 She’s very bad-tempered. I feel sure she doesn’t have MANY fIIEAGS. oo

4 Ifilled up the car yesterday. Im sure we don’t need DeLrol. ..o,
5 He had lunch an hour ago. He’s not hungry: it’s impossible.
6 The cinema’s half empty. I'm sure the L T R

> For more about must, see pages 73-74, = For more about can, see pages 78-79 and 83-85.
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can and could: requests  Can you lend me a stamp?

We can ask people to do things (make requests) with can you ...7 This.is informal; we often use it when
we are talking to friends; and also, for example, in shops and restaurants.

Joe, can you lend me a stamp? Can you bring me some more butter? ‘
Could you ...7 is more formal and polite; we often use it, for example, when we are talking to strangers,
older people, teachers or bosses. Could you possibly ...7 is very polite,

Excuse me, Mr Andrews, could you lend me a stamp? .
I‘m sorry to trouble you, but could you possibly watch my luggage while | get a coffee?
I'4

Complete the sentences with the words from the box.

’Eean drive give v hold lend pass tell v

> Can you ..4Re............. me a receipt? 3 Can you ..cccverereericrennns this bag?

» Could you .5 ............... me your name? 4 Could you ....cocevvnvinvennann, me to the station?
1 Could you .....cocvvcvvecriennn me the rice? 5 Could you possibly ...0...cccoeeveenne me a pen?
2 Can you ...o.ceuvneenneennn my suit?

Find better ways of asking people to do these things. (I = informal, P = polite, PP = very
polite).

B> Open the window. (I) ..CA%.ow OReYy te WIRAOW? | e,

P Lend me a pen. (P) ...Goukel ove Lema e A RENZ e,

> Help me. (PP) .. Gould you possibly hebp me? ..., R

1 Open the doOr. (I) cccccciiiieiriritriierre e e erseste e etestreerestasereeereerees

2 Give me an envVeloPe. (P) .o corieenreeccrreee e esiere et eete bt e sraesrosatresanessanes

3 Pass me the SUZAL (I) cooveevircieriieeirrieererereecerree s siresseteeeenreerreonteestressrseorsesarseon

4 Watch my children for a minute. (P) ....cccevveviriireierirenniroireesinieneensesesssesessonenns B
5 Tell me the time. (P) ioieevviieeeeiiecrieteree e e b e

6 Change some dollars fOr e, (PP) ..cccciiviieiirie ettt e esre e eserssbre st besnresnansens

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: buying and paying
Make sure you know the words in the box, and then use them in requests beginning

Can you ...?7

bill catalogue v/ estimate menu price list receipt

B> (You are telephoning a clothing company.) .Gaxw. Yok send e Yowr sataloguer .
1 (You have just paid a taxi driver.) .......ccccoeeeeveeciannvennns GlVe ME A woovvrevviireeriiceerriicnne
2 (You have just sat down in a restaurant.) .........ccceevveererineenennns bring me the ......cc.ceevviiieniniinnns
3 (You are talking to @ DUilder.) ..........ccoceweeereeevecnn. IVE IME AT1 vvveeiivreriicrreennrrennnnes
4 (You are in a car showroom and you want to know how much the cars cost.)

................................. gIVe ME YOUT ..ovvvivvininiinicieeireeee,

S (You have finished a meal in a reStaurant.) ........ccceccevevenrenivrieenes bring me the ......ccecvveiiinniiinnnene

> For other uses of can, see pages 78-79 and 84-85.
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can, could and may: permission Can I use the phone?

We use can I ...7 or can we ...7 to ask if |t is OK to. do things (to ask permnssron)

Can | use the phone please? Mum, can | Ieave the table now? Can we wait here?
We often use Can I have ...? and Can we have .7to ask for things. '

Can | have your address, please? Can we have some water?

Make questions with Can /...7 or Could I ...?

DON'T SAY THIs! SAY THIS (to your sister, a friend, a waiter, your secretary)
» Lend me your pen. (borrow) .Caw. ! .bQKKQW.gQ%K..!%V}:.(.. PYEASEDR e
1 Iwant a glass of water. (HAVE) oot
2 I'm going to use your pencil. (BSE) ottt
3 Iwant some more coffee. . (BAVE) oo
4 I'll put my coat here. (PUD) ot

Could L2 is-more formal and pohte than can...?, so we use lt for example w1th strangers, older people,
teachers and bosses. Could I possibly ... 2is very polite. . e ;

Could we leave our /uggage here until this afternoon? Could I poss:bly borrow your paper fora moment7

Make polite questions with Could I ...?

DON'T SAY THis! SAY THIS (to a stranger, a teacher, a boss, an older person)
» Lend me your pen. (borrow) .Gewlel | borrow yowr pen, pleaser. .o
1 Ineed to use your calculator. (BSE) wovviitiiii e
2 I'm leaving early today. (IEAVE) oottt oo
3 I want to take your photo. (FAKE) .oveviririieicrercsreireran, et
4 Lend me your newspaper. (BOITOW) ..ot
5 I'm going to turn on the TV. G S

We use can (EY )/can’t (), but not cou/d/couldn’t to say that |t is or |sn 't OK to. do thmgs
(You can'tis llke you: mustn’t —see page 74) G s : ‘ ;

You can leave your books here if you want. (NOT
You can’t use the gym between 1.00 and 2.00.

@ Put the beginnings and ends together. Add can and verbs from the box.

borrow v eat park play turn on watch

1 If youdon’t have a torch, | A ..ocovoeevvmnereoeeoo in this car park. ...

2 The children B they e, the cake in the kitchen. ...
3 Tell the boys that C you .Canmborow. ... mine, %

4 If you're cold, D YOU v the heating. ...

5 If you're bored, E o in the garden. .

6 Only teachers Foyou e, television. ...
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o

What do the signs tell you? Use You can't ... here with words and expressions from the
box.

cycle park v smoke take photos use mobile phones
P LYo LA PANR N8 e, B
1o 4 v e
A O - N U
2 e
We use Can I/we ...7 to offer help.
Can | help you? Can we book the tickets for you? Can I carry those for you?

-Use Can [ ...7 to offer help in these situations.

» Your friend has just come home from hospital. Offer to do some shopping for her.
G, 1 A0, 501 SHOPRIAG TOXLOUR ..o st es e eeees e et enea e

1 You're going to make a cup of tea for yourself. Offer to make one for your sister.

In very formal situations, and in schools, we often use May [ ...7 to ask if something is OK, or You may
(not) to say that something is/isn’t OK.

May I have your name, please, sir? May I use the toilet please, Mrs Roberts?

You may open your books now. You may ask questions after the Prince has finished speaking.

This is a tourist visa: you may not take a paid job. You may not leave until the bell rings.

A teacher is telling her class what to do. Complete the text with may and verbs from
the box.

Please work in groups. You p .wmaytalk,.. .. in your group, but please talk quietly. | do

You 1., to another group, and you 2 ...cccccovvveivveeneenincccneennn, leave
the room. You 3 ..ccoevveniininiinicice your dictionaries. If you want to use other | not leave
DOOKS, YOU 4 .vvvvivererinrcrrenenreeceeenns them from the shelf; but only one person take
5 e the group at a time. Each group 6 .....ccceevvvniicevneniennnes talk v
the computer for twenty minutes; I will tell you when it is your turn. If you not talk
finish before the time iS UpP, YOU 7 vcovcvvevnvvrvrrerieiiericieniens other work, but please use
“work quietly. : use
=> For other uses of can and could, see pages 78-79 and 83. = For the use of may to talk about possibility, see page 80.

= For offers with shall, see page 86.
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shall in questions  What shall we do?

We often use shall I ...7 or shall we ...7 when we are asking or suggesting what to do.
Shall I put the lights on? Where shall we meet tomorrow? - Shall we go and see Bill?

Make sentences with Shall 1...?

> put / the meat / in the fridge ? ..2halk { put the meat v the fidger
> what / tell / the police ? ...\¥hat shall | tell the police?

...................................... PREEEE i,
what / buy / for Sandra’s BIrthday ? .............cccceereseersomssesssssoeoseooosooss oo
WHED / PRONIE JOU ? w...oooiicccisicecssssssesoneeeseeneee oo oo oeooooooeeoooooo
PAY [ TOW 7 it

® N W e
o,
3
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Where / g0 01 NOUAAY ..vvvvvvvesssvvvrvricnveeecesesssssiiosoess oo ese e
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We can use Shall I ...? to offer politely to do things for people.
Shall | take your coat? Shall | make you some coffee?

9 Make sentences offering to:

...................................................................................................

(SN CL I - SR B
=
[
1
[
o+
e}
w1
5
]
o
g
<

= For offers with can, see page 85.
= For [ shall (meaning the same as / wilf), see page 35.
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had better  You’d better take your umbrella.

| had better go you had better go he/she/it had better go etc
! had better not go you had better not go he/she/it had better not go etc

W

Contractions: I’d better, you'd better, etc

I/you/etc had better do this means 'This is a good thing to do now .’

You’d better take your umbrella. I’d better net stay any longer; I've got work to do,
We use had better to talk about the presenit, not the past.

You'd better stop that, young lady. (NOT Yeu've-better ...)

D) Put the beginnings and ends together. Use ‘d better with the verbs in the box.

not drink go phone v phone not sit - stop

1 My husband worties if I'm late; A T o it.

2 This milk smells bad; B I.d.bekterphong .. him. &

3 That chair looks very dirty; C WE i the doctor. ...

4 The baby’s temperature is 40°; D WE e, and get some. ..
5 You have to get up early tomorrow; E JOU it to bed

6 There’s almost no petrol in the car; F'oYOU v on it

We use both had better and should to say ‘This is a good thing to do now.’
We use should, BUT NOT had better, to say ‘This is a good thing to do in general.’

We're late (now). We'd better phone Mum. OR We should phone Mum.
You should always drive very carefully near schools. (NOT Yeu-hed-betteralways-crive ...)

Write ‘d better where it's possible; in other places write should.
> ‘T can’t move the fingers of my left hand.” “You Jd better. ... go to hospital.’

1 If you don't like cats, you .....ecevvviriiinnnnnns not come with us to Ann’s house.
If you see an accident, you .......ccocevcreinnine remember the time.

Oh, no, look — my car window’s broken. I ........cocoevniinne call the police.
Teachers ...ccvveicnnenn mark homework and give it back as soon as possible.
The swimming pool closes in ten minutes; We ......cccvverrennnne Swim now.
People .....cceiiiniiinnianns drive more slowly when it's raining.

N ok W N

NOTE: we don’t use You’d better ... to ask people politely to do things.

Could you open the door for me? (NOT Yeuw'd-better-open-the-doorforme:)
Would you like to wait here for a minute? (NOT Yew'd-better-wait-here-...)

And note that we don’t usually say You had better ... to customers, teachers or bosses.
You might want to try a larger size. (NOT You'd-bettertry-...)
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would  Would you like a drink? I'd like to be taller.

We often use would in the expression 1d like (= 'l would like’), to ask for things. It is more polite than / want.
Id like a return ticket, please. I'd like a seat by the window,

We can offer things with would you like ...? '

Would you like a drink? How many eggs would you like?

Make sentences with I'd like ..., please or Would you like ...7
two tickets B .1d Liice two tiokets, please.

coffee 7 \vould,

1{\7

OV U R WP e

We can use would like to to talk about things that people want to do.

1’d like to learn Chinese, What would you like to do on Sunday? ‘
Would you like to have lots of brothers and sisters? I wouldn't like to be an astronaut.

Which of these things would you like to be or do? Write sentences beginning /1d like to ...
or | wouldn't like to ...
B be shorter ...I'4.Lie to be shorter, oR werddn Lile k0 e shorker oo

D BAIEE e

live in a different COUDLY vttt oo oo
DAVE 10 OF OB vttt

1

2

3

& BO L0 HIE MOON vttt
5

6

e
8

We often use Would you like to ...7 in invitations.
Would you like to come to Scotland with us?
Don’t confuse would like (= ‘want’ ) and like (= ‘enjoy’). Compare:

1’d like some coffee, please. (NOT-Hi) , ) 1 like coffee but | don't like tea,
Would you like to go skating today? (NOT Be-youfiketogo-...7) Do you like skating?

Circle)the correct forms.

1 Do / Would you like to come to dinner 4 Do you like dancing? Yes, I do. / Yes, please,
with us? S5 Ilike / would Iike to get up late tomorrow.

2 1 like [ would like mountains. 6 Idon’t | wouldn’t like old music.

3 Do [/ Would you like to go out now? 7 Tdon’t | wouldn’t like to be an animal.

= For sentences like /'d Jike you to come early tomorrow, see page 122.-

<> For would in sentences with if, see page 230.
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used to I used to play the piano.

| used to play you used to play he/she/it used to play etc
did | use to play? did you use to play? did he/she/it use to play? etc
| did not use to play you did not use to play he/she/it did not use to play etc

I used to play the piano. | don't play now.

(Used to is not really a modal: we make questions and negatives with did.)

| used to play the piano, but | stopped. Pat used to have long fair hair.
Where did you use to live before you came here? I didn’t use to like fish, but now | do.

(Most) people didn’t use to ... or A lot of people used to ...

> be farmers .M0St Reopke 5o 10 e TANMALS oo

s Peodke didn’t use to have ears.
> have cars

........ POt O T e Rt R R S £ B R R T TR T PR R ]

1ravel ON fOOL OF 011 FIOISES .vuivririiieriiiiieeiierieirireeereeereerecereiesertsirrsiiaiesirerssatesssensans
80 10 SCHOOL i

LEATTY £ TEAQ eviiiieiriririiriricin s rertrretersi s e s tersbirisssesssnssssssisestsrasisssissasane

COOK O11 WOOM fITE5 1ivviiriiviiieiiciiinere e sitiiieeeeeesesnmerseeeetesssnrerssenesisessssisnnesasesnns

AN W N e

WOIK Very 1oNg NOULS it

To talk about present habits and situations, we use the simple present, NOT use-to.

I play a lot of tennis. (NOT +use-to-play-a-fot-ef-tennis:)

Make sentences about past and present habits and situations.
> John / rugby / tennis ..Jolw wsed ko play, muoby). Mow. he plays fenads...........

1 Ann / study German / FIENCh ..o
2 Bill / live London / GlaSgOW ...ccoieivviiiiiiiiiiiiiiniecin e rsiss s resivneneas s
3 Mary /read @ 1ot / TV i
4 Joe [ driver [ RAITATESSET  .iivcvvieiiiiieiiiiree et et srrrrre st osnes s srse s staeaseraeenes
5 AliCE / COEE [ TEA  vivvvirreerereieieniie ittt s bbbt
6 Peter / lots of girlfriends / married ...

Make questions about a very old person’s past.

B> where / go to school Y¥here.dbel Yors 45,0, 60,50 56002 ...
1 have dark hair  Did ..o s
2 play foothall ..o e

3 WHELE [ WOTK ettt e
4 ENJOY FOUL WOIK oottt et e
S g0 to alot Of PATHES ..

Write a sentence about your past.

TUSEA £O tiiiiiriiieeiiiiiiini ettt et rrrir s ississesesenbrentrssesanesbarreseeaararsossnsens

We use used to + infinitive for finished habits and situations: things that were true, but are not now.

Make sentences about people hundreds of years ago. Begin (Most) people used to ... or

WE VSEDP To
BE A TrEE.

Live VETY LOTIZ .iiieciviiiniciinine st =
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perfect modal verbs [ should have studied harder

I should have gone you should have gone he/she/it should have gone etc
should | have gone? should you have gone? should he/she/it have gone? etc
! should not have gone you should not have gone etc

Contraction: shouldn’t

If somebody didn’t do something that was important, we can say he/she should have done it,

Ann should have gone to the doctor yesterday, but she forgot.
I should have studied harder when I was at school,

Look at the pictures and complete the sentences with should have, using the verbs in
the box.

arrived been brought brought locked put told « J

>
4 6

> You .shawbd have. fold ..o me that you were coming.
L HE e oo his car.

2 YOU e here at 2 o’clock.

3 SRE e more sugar in,

4 WE e a map

S TREY oo at the station earlier.

6 T oo my umbrella.

If somebody did something wrong, we can say he/she shouldn’t have done it.
You shouldn'’t have told the policeman that he was stupid.

= For would have with if, see page 235,
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Look at the pictures and complete
the sentences with shouldn’t have,
using the words in the box.

eaten gone played spent

poker with that nice man.

If somebody didn't do something that was possible, we can say he/she could have done it.
| could have gone to university, but | didn’t want to.

Complete the sentences with could have, using words from the box.

been gone lent married studied won
T AND i John or Peter, but she didn’t love either of them.
2 Why didn’t you ask me for money? I ..., you some.
3 T, mathematics, but I decided to do languages instead.
4 OUT tRAIN «.vvvveveriveseeieereeresseseseessesesssesesssessens the match, but they didn’t try hard enough.
5 The holiday was OK, but it ....ccoovvvviiiiinininiinicincne better.
6 WE i to Paris last weekend, but we thought this weekend

would be better.

If we say something may have happened, we mean that perhaps it (has) happened.
Pat isn’t answering the phone. She may have gone out. (= ‘Perhaps she’s gone out.")

Rewrite these sentences with may have.

p Perhaps Shakespeare went to Italy. .SWaRespeare may have gone o KAl e,
Perhaps she’s broken her 168, ..ot e
Perhaps I've LOSt INY KEYS. wiiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiiiriiini sttt st eaba s cne s ae e e e
Perhaps Alice has gone back HOmMe. ... e
Perhaps my great-grandfather was a SOIAIEL. ......cvviviviviiiiiiiniiii e
Perhaps I've found a NewW JOD. ...
Perhaps this house was a SChO0l ONCE. . .ccoiiiiiiiniiii e e

N o W N e

If we say that something must have happehed, we mean that we feel sure that it (has) happened.

Rewrite the sentences in italics with must have.

> The exam was easy. I'm sure I've passed. .| WESENAVEPASSEA. oot
1 Her office is locked. I'm sure SHe’s g0ME HOME. .......oovvviiviiiiiicimniiimiiine i ranees
2 T can’t ind my umbrella. I feel sure I left it 01 the DUS. ......ccooiviiviiiiiiiiiiiiii e
3 Ann hasn’t come. I'm sure she’s forgotteni. .........ccocuvvinnninins SO OO O P TVORTOTRTIOION
4 The car isn’t here. I’ sure JoRN Ras TAKER Q. covvivieiiiiiririreeeeiecereesienniree e e irreneess s riresseessesnssssirens
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test yourself modal verbs

Correct () or not (5)?

> John cans swim, # 3 Last year T must sell my car, ...

> I must go now. 7/ 4 Would you like to have some coffee?

1 Idon’t must see Andrew today. ... 5 It may rain tomorrow. ...

2 Anna can't to speak English. ... 6 Imustn’t work on Saturdays, but I can if I like. ...

Circle the correct answers.

&@/ Should | Mustn’t T help you?

1 If you travel to Morania you can / should |/ must have a visa,

2 You shouldn’t | don’t have to | couldn’t laugh at old people.

3 Passengers must / must not | should not smoke in the toilets,

I think you should / must | may eat less and take more exercise.
You mustn’t / may not | needn’t tell me if you don’t want to.
You may / have to drive on the left in Britain.

N O

Change the times of these sentences,

> Helen can ski. .feleweonld skl when she was 3 years old.

1 I'can speak French nOwW. .......c.ccoeuvvovmmvimocomo soon.

2 Everybody must fill in a DIgFOIM. oo last year.
3 Everybody must fill in a bIg form. oo next year.

Choose the correct verbs to rewrite the sentences with the same meaning.

> Iknow how to swim. (can / may) LEBE St
L 1t is necessary for you to phone Martin. (rmust / TUGRL) oot
2 It is possible that Ann will be here this evening. (can / PRZHE) oo
3 It is not necessary for YOU L0 WAt (USH'E / NECANT) ..coovoovescroserereeessesooo
4 It's not good for people to watch TV all the time., (MUStN’t / SROUIAN'E) oo
5 Do you want me to OPen 8 WIRAOW? (KAl / Will) ..ccvvverronvescresseeseseeeesooooo

Correct () or not (x)? )
1 Where did you use to 80 to school? ... 3 You should had told me before. ...
2 T often use to go skiing. ... 4 You have better to stop smoking. ...

Circle the correct answers,

1 She has new clothes every week. She can / could | must have plenty of money.
2 She doesn’t answer the phone. She mustn’t [ can’t | shouldn’t be in her office,
3 Bill isn’t here. He may has gone | may have gone | may have go home,

Make these sentences more polite. (Different answers are possible.)

> Give me some water. ...GamLhavesomewaterz

I

2 Canltakea PROLOZIAPH OF YOU? oottt
i

More difficult questions
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