SECTION 5 perfect tenses

grammar summary

(SIMPLE) PRESENT PERFECT: | have worked, she has worked, he hasn’t worked, etc
PRESENT PERFECT PROGRESSIVE: | have been working, he has been workmg, etc
PAST PERFECT: | had worked, she had worked, etc

LY
We use the presént perfect to talk about past actions with some importance now.
I've written to John, so he knows what’s happening.

We use the present perfect progressive mostly to say how long things have been going on up to now.

| have been writing letters since breakfast time.

When we are already tafking about the past, we use the past perfect to talk about an earlier time.
Yesterday | found some old letters that Kate had written to me from Germany.

pre-test: which units do you need?

Try this small test. It will help you to decide which units you need. The answers are on page 283.

Which is correct - A, B or both?

&OYesterday I broke a cup. B Yesterday I broken a cup.

E}OThe postman has already come. OThe postman has just come.

A You haven't drank your tea. B You haven’t drunk your tea.

A Have Mary and her children arrived? B Have arrived Mary and her children?
"What's the problem?’ A ‘I'lost my keys.’” B ‘I have lost my keys.’

A When have you lost your keys? B When did you lose your keys?

A I bought a mountain bike last week. B I have bought a mountain bike last week.
A I went to London twice this week. B I've been to London twice this week.

A Did you ever visit Dublin? B Have you ever visited Dublin?

A Angela has gone to Ireland. B Angela has been to Ireland.

A We know Julia since 1996. B We have known Julia since 1996.

A T've had this sweater for years. B I've had this sweater since years.

A T knew that I have seen her before. B I knew that I had seen her before.

A Has Bill phoned yet? B Has Bill phoned today?

A It’s rained for hours. B It’s been raining for hours.
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present perfect: forms I have paid. Has she forgotten?

REGULAR VERBS - AN IRREGULAR VERB
I have worked  you have worked  he/she/it has worked etc I have seen etc
Bl | have | worked? have you worked? has he/she/it worked? etc have | seen? etc
Bl | I have not worked  you have not worked etc I have not seen etc
For contractions (I've, he’s, haven’t), see page 277.

To make the present perfect, put have/has with the past participle (worked, seen, etc).
Regular past participles end in -ed, like simple past tenses (for spelling rules, see page 42).

work —> worked hope ~> hoped stop ~> stopped try — tried

With irregular verbs, the past participle is often different from the simple past tense.
You have to learn the forms one by one (see page 275).

see —» seen speak —> spoken go —> gone buy ~> bought

Write as many of the irregular past participles as you can. Check them on page 275,
and learn the ones that you don’t know.

become ...become......... begin ...... bequs,...... break ........ccccerirnini.n, bring ...cocovvviiiinannn,

COME .....cvveurnne, drink ... eat ..cvvvviniennne :11 R forget ....ccovvveunnnn
give v, hear .......c.c...... hold .....ccvennnen. keep .ooveieenne. know ..o
learn .....ccoenene leave ..o et e make ... | L) A
put read ..o, SAY cevecririiniinine shut .o, SIt i
stand ................. take ..o, LE=11 S think .....cceeeven WILE v,

) to the boss ... Lnave.spoken £ 12 DOSS: oo
) anything ... They have wet.eaten antithing,

> 1 (speak B8
> they (ea
1 she (forget B) MY QAAress .....cvcoeermuieieniiereeeceeeee e ee oo
I (imake BH) @ MISIAKE ..o e
you (shut §
Alan (Work BJ) very Nard ...
L(hear B) frOoM MAIY  ..ocoovoeieieiieniect et eeesesse s es
John (learn B) anything .....ococvvveiiiieneeeceeeeee oo oo
I (break EBY
we (remember B3 IFENAAY oo e e
The rain (stop EZ)
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‘Somewhere with no irregular verbs.’
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We make present perfect questions with have/has + subject + past participle.

You have paid. The rain has stopped.  The children have gone to Dublin.

STATEMENT &3:
QUESTION #4: Have you paid? ~ Has the rain stopped? ~ Where have the children gone?

> John / leave ? .EAS IO TR v
> why / Mary / go home ? ..\ak.has. pary gonsg
> where / you / put the keys ? ..\\hgrg have Liow pu
1 We/ PAY 7 v e.' ...........................

Bill / PRONE 2 1ot e

you / hear the News ? ......ccoovvevenn. PSR SRR

the dogs / come back 7 .......c....... et

what / Barbara tell the POHCE 7 ..ocovciiiiiiiiiiiiiii e

why / Andy and Sarah / bring the children ? ...

what / you / say 10 MIKE 7 .o

2 Iectls?

Ny W

i

Be caréfUIywhen'que'stiohs have long subjét':trs"eﬁthe,\/'vord'ordékrf'does;‘not change. '
Has Ann arrived?
Have Ann and her mother arrived?

Make present perfect questions.

1 the Sunday newspapers / arrive ?

................................................................................................................................................................

Look at the picture and put the words in the correct order.

seen I ball sorry your haven’t no v

U
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finished actions: present perfect or simple past?

PRESENT PERFECT: WE THINK ABOUT THE PAST AND THE PRESENT TOGETHER -~ @
When we think about the past and present together, we normally use
the present perfect. ‘ ‘ . '
I've written to John, so he knows what’s happening now.

've madle a cake. Would you like some?

Look — I've bought a new dress.

FINISHED ACTION PRESENT PERFECT PRESENT

letter (yesterday) ~————— [‘ve written to John. John knows now.

cake (this moming) -———> I've made a cake. Would you like some? <— I’m offering you some now.
new dress (last Tuesday) —> Look — I've bought a new dress. <————— |I'm showing you now.

SIMPLE PAST: ‘WE THINK ONLY ABOUT THE PAST, NOT THE PRESENT L
When we think only about the past, we most often use the simple past B
My grandfather wrote me a lot of letters.

(He's dead now; I'm not thinking about the present.)
I made a cake for the children, but they didnt like it.

(I'm not talking about the present.)
I bought a new dress for the party last Tuesday.

('m thinking only about last Tuesday.)

Read the sentences and the questions, and circle the correct answers.
> Ann has bought a new coat. Has she got the coat now? @/ PERHAPS

» Grandma came to stay with us. Is Grandma with us now? YES /
1 I'made a cup of tea. Is there tea now? YES / PROBABLY NOT

2 Eric has made a cake. Is there a cake now? YES | PROBABLY NOT

Jane went to France. Is she there now? YES / DON'T KNOW

Alan has gone to Scotland. Is he there now? YES / DON'T KNOW

Pat and Al started a business. Is the business still running? YES / DON'T KNOW
Sue has started guitar lessons. Is she taking lessons now? YES / DON'T KNOW
The cat has run away. Is the cat at home now? NO / DON'T KNOW._

The doctor sent Bill into hospital. Is he there now? YES / DON'T KNOW

Pete lost his glasses. Has he got his glasses now? NO / DON'T KNOW

10 Ann has cut all her hair off. Has she got any hair now? NO / DON'T KNOW

O 0N Oy W

“We don’t normally use the present perfect with words for a ﬁknyiﬁhed:-;t‘im‘e;““ ey

I've seen Ann. OR | saw Ann yesterday. BUT NOT-Hreseen-Annyesterday:
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What are the people saying? Look at the pictures
and complete the sentences with verbs from the
box. Use the present perfect.

break +* buy cut send stop

> ‘Somebody 1as broken. ....... the window.’
1 ‘John v us a postcard.’

2 T, a hat’

3 T i, my finger.’ .

4 'The 1aifl wvevviririennen, !

Put the beginnings and ends tog;ether, and put in the present perfect verbs.

break v/ forget leave lose see
1 Joe .has brokew. ... his leg, A ‘Sorry. T know him, but T ....ccccoeeerrireecrennnn, his name.’ ...
2 Ann can’t get into her house B ‘Yes, his girlfriend ....c.c.ccevnnenne. T, him.” ...
3 ‘He’s looking unhappy.’ C because she .....cceevivviiiniinnenee her keys. ...
4 ‘Who's that?’ D MNo, T.oooicnvirniiercrinnens it ...
5 ‘That’s a good film. Shall we go?’ | E so he can’t go skiing. &

Note the difference between gone (to) and been (to) in present perfect sentences S

‘Where's john?’ ‘He's gone to Paris.” (He's there now.) Mary’s gone swimming. She’ll be back at 6 00
I've been to Italy lots of times (and come back) but Ive never been to Spain.

Put in been or gone.

1 ‘Where’s Ann?’ ‘She’s .....cceeuee. shopping.’ 4 They're not here. They've all ................. out.
2 Peter’s ...ccocieeiene shopping: the fridge is full. S Thaven't ... to the cinema for weeks.
3 Have you ever ........couee.e. to China? 6 JOE'S cnviiiiiiiine, to live in Greece.

We use the simble past, not thefpresent petr'fect,:in‘t storiéS‘(‘seé, pélge 46).7 '

5 GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: housework
Put simple past verbs into the story. Use a dictionary if necessary.

Once upon a time there was a beautiful girl called Cinderella. Her two sisters made her do all the

housework. Every day she (get) » .40%............... up early, she (sweep) B ....SWeRE........ the floors,
she (ake) 1 ....covveeerveeennns the beds, she (polish) 2 .......ccccocueeee. the furniture, she (wash)

K OO and (iron) 4 c...ceeeeevirnennn. the clothes, she (WaSH UP) 5 cverererrrrerennnns all the dishes
and (Pub) 6 .ceeervvecrarinns them away. She (tidy) 7 ...cocovcmnencenee. all the rooms, and she (do)
T hundreds of other jobs.

Now put present perfect verbs into the conversation.

SISTERS: Well, Cinderella, > .Jave yow done ... eVEIYthing? 1 .ovevevevevevrsrieserenserenseanes
the floors? 2 .ovvveiveccriireniiieeecniiine e the beds? 3 . the furniture?
4o iccerere e e the clothes? 5 ...cveeeeieiviiiiee e, them?
B enrerenrereensenn et steberenaerers the dishes? And 7........... e them away?
B iirereereeeenrrrrte e e seeeeestaaa all the rooms?

CINDERELLA:  NO, I 9 ovovvivreeeenns [T anything. I'm going to marry the Prince. Goodbye!
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present perfect: news  We've found oil in the garden!

We often use the present perfect to give news: to tell people about new things that have happened.

The Prime Minister has arrived in Washington for talks with the President. Ann has bought a new car.
A plane has crashed at Heathrow Airport. Some new people have moved into the house next door.

When John Wells arrived home from work, his family gave him a lot of news. Complete
the sentences.

come die eat find/ go  steal  win 3 Dad! YOU weevvvevriiriircennen. a

lot of money in the lottery!
> Hello, dear. We .. Y&. 1040 ...
oil in the garden!

1 Dad! The cat .cccocvvviniiiniinnen,
your supper!

4 Hi! Somebody
the car!

s

5 Surprise! Grandma .......cocoeeviiiinnnnnens
to stay for a month!

Cé Daddy! The goldfish .......cccoviriinninnn!

2 Hi, John. Mary ...ccevniinniieinnnn
to Australia with a soldier!

) Here are some sentences from radio news broadcasts. Put in the correct verbs.

arrive v/ close die leave marry stop
> England footballers .1ave. BV i, back in Britain after their match in Rome.
1 Singer Alex Haverty ......oeiiieinienninninnnnies his long-time girlfriend Katy Bowen.

2 Charles Blackstock, Member of Parliament for East Chilbury, ......cccovvivininviinnnicne.
at the age of 57.

3 Once again, bad weather .......cvvviiininininn, the tennis final at Wimbledon.
4 The Foreign MInister ........ccccoviimvinnenienniinncann London for a two-day visit to Berlin.
5 Heavy SNIOW ..ovvcviviniieirrireiinesieiinacncnieens hundreds of roads in Scotland.

We don’t normally use the present perfect wnth WO‘rdS,fc‘)r"a fiﬁ_ished time.. i
We‘ve found oil in the garden. BUT NOT -WeXve-found-oil-in-the-garden-yesterday.
A plane has crashed at Heathrow Airport. BUT NOT A-plane-has-crashed-at-3-15-this-afternoon.

Circle the words for a finished time.
a few days ago) always this week last week never now then today yesterday in 1990

@

Correct () or not (X)?

> My father has changed his job. A 4 Mary has written to me three weeks ago. ...

> Andy has gone to Scotland last week. it 5 Sorry - I've forgotten your name. ...

1 Look what Peter has given me yesterday! ... 6 T've forgotten Mike’s birthday last Tuesday. ...
2 T've seen a great programme last night. ... 7 Everybody has gone home at 10 o’clock. ...

3 1 think everybody has arrived now. ... 8 There’s nobody herel What has happened ? ...
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present perfect and simple past: news and details

1 When we first give news, t o ' 2.-When we give or ask for more past.
we often use the present perfect.” S details, we change to the simple past.
e
a8

It came down in a field outside York.
They talked for four hours.

She left last night.

‘Thanks. Where were they?’ -

A plane has crashed in Yorkshire. ]

The Prime Minister has met business leaders.
Mary has gone to Australia.

‘I've found your keys.’

RN

REMEMBER; we don’t normally use the presehtfperfectﬂwh‘en we 'giVé‘_ dq_' ask about a finished time. - "
Joe has left home. OR Joe left home last week. BUT NOTfoe-has-left-homedast-weels :
Have they arrived? OR When did they arrive? BUT NOT When-have-they-arrived?

Put in present perfect and simple past verbs.

> The cat 14s.¢452%...... your supper. She ..t20R.............. it off the table when I was out. (eat; take)

1 ANn e, her job at the bank. She ........ccocvurenine her boss. (leave; not like)

2 T e a beautiful dress. I .....ccceevevevrinens it at Parker’s yesterday. (buy; find) ‘

3 Cathy and Sam ...c.ccceeceevvivennnn, their house. They ......ccoeveennnn .. a very good price. (sell; get)

4 ‘Dad .cooevverecnernnn his glasses.” ‘Where ......ccooceervennnne he . them?’ ‘Under his
pillow.” (find; find)

S5 Mrs Collins ...coovvviniicninn into hospital. She .......cccccovvrnens to the doctor this morning, and he
....................... her straight in. (go; go; send) -

6 Bill .ot an accident. He .....c..ccoccvneenneee off his bike last night. (have; fall)

7 1, from Jan. She ..o, us a postcard from Peru. (hear; send)

8 M your mother about us.’ ‘What ......c.ccoeevenenn. she e, ?’ ‘She was very
nice about it.’ (tell; say) ;

9 Two climbers ....c.ocoovvevnenns in the Alps. They ..ccovvvviinienen. their way in bad weather. (die; lose)

10 John and Sue ......ccccvvrurnenne yet. They .coocvvveeviicnnne the wrong train. (not arrive; take)

Make questions to ask for more details.

> ‘I've bought a new jacket.’ ‘Oh, yes? ..\here, did yor buy B2, o, ! (where / you / buy if)
1 ‘Joe’s passed his eXaM.’ .....cccccviirennieniieniinire e e sae s ers e (he / get / good marks)

2 ‘Cathy’s moved t0 London.” .....ocivciriieriieniniroreenienrione s iesenee e snnsones (when / she / go)

3 ‘Andy’s lost his job.” ‘T know.” .............. ettt rasine (when / he / tell you)

4 "My brother’s been to San FranciSCo.’ ......ceeveeimiicriieciiennnncrcrecnscrnnnsennnses (where / he / stay)

S "Mark’s sold s Car.’ ....covieiiciiciicinr s (why / he / sell it)

6 ‘Phil’s bought @ DIKe.” ....cciviviiiieiiiiiiiniiintininariie s ereeenrenrs s eresens (how much / it / cost)

7 ‘Bob’s found a new girlfriend.’ .......coceovivviiiiiiiniii e (where / he / meet her)

8 T've given up SMOKING. ..iceecvvrerireriinieiciirie s s e seesnsnreseens (why / you / stop)
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up to now (1) How much?  How often?

We often use the present perfect to say how. much we have done up to now.:

I’ve done six different jobs since Christmas. I've done no work at all so far (= ‘up to now’) today.
Joe is saving €20 a week. He started 8 weeks ago. Up to now he’s saved €160,
PAST NOW

ook at the pictures and complete the sentences.

glasses this morning. (wash up)
cups of coffee today. (drink)

letters since breakfast. (write)
books this week. (read)
.................................................. kilometres so far this year. (drive)
in ... e different houses in my life. (live)
chocolates already today. (eat)

We can use the present perfect to say how often things hay‘ehqppened[up to now.
That’s a wonderful film. I’ve seen it three times, Sally has only been to Ireland once.
We've often wanted to come and see you.

We can use the present perfect to ask if thmgs have

Have you ever seen a ghost?
happened up to now, or to say that they haven’t / en a gnos

happened up to now. We often use ever and never . PAST Now
in these sentences. e : "

She s never written to me. Has the boss phoned7 ve never sean one.

We haven't been to Scotland this year. ) © PAST NOow

Make present perfect sentences.

» I/ never/ read / Shakespeare
» I/ break / my arm / three times
» Peter / pay / for his lessons ?

1 Joe / change / his job / twice this YRAT ..ooccoiiriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e e
YOU / eVer / WIHE / @ POBIIL 7 1ottt ittt e reb e st eb e e e sn e e onn st e s b aan s
I/ never / cimb / @ MOUNTAINL  .ooiviiiiiiiiiiiiii st sbernes
how often / she / ask / you for money ? ....cccviivniinniciniiiiicinnnn, FO PSP ORTPORPO
I/ oftenn / try / tO StOP SIMOKITIZ  .eoviiiiiiiiiiiii ittt st sae st e e ebesree s
Alex / phone / me / six times this Week ..o
Charles / speak / 10 JOU / t0day 7 oot
Mary / not / tell / me / her new address ...t s s
you / ever / break / YOUT 188 7 vttt e e
We / not / play / football / this FEAT  .ccicvieriiiiiiiiiiiii e et e e

O 0 N vk W
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o

= For word order with often, never etc, see page 204.
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When we are talking about a finished period of time, we use the simple past to say how much happened

or how often things happened. Compare:

| haven't done any work this afternoon. (Said in the afternoon.)
| didn’t do any work this afternoon. (Said in the evening.)

Read the sentences and circle the correct answers.

> ‘A lot of people came to see me in hospital.’ Was the speaker in hospital when he/she said this?
A Yes @No :

1 ‘I didn’t enjoy school.” Was the speaker at school when he/she said this?
AYes B No

2 ‘I've been to: sleep three times durzng the lesson.” When did the speaker say this?
A During the lesson B After the lesson

3 ‘I didn’t travel much in December.’ When did the speaker say this?
A In December B Later

4 ‘My computer has crashed three times this morning.’ When did the speaker say this?
A In the morning B Later

5 ‘Joseph Adams made many friends during his lzfe ‘Was Joseph-Adams alive when the speaker said this?
AYes BNo

Circle the correct answers,

P> Our team won /two matches this year. 3 Carol stayed [ has stayed with us last week.

B Our team@/ has won two matches last year. 4 All my life I wanted / have wanted to fly a plane.
1 Did you ever go /| Have you ever been to Wales? 5 Ihaven't bought any clothes this year / last year.
2 1never read | have never read any of his books. 6 1 worked very hard this week / last week.

Write three things that you didn’t do yesterday, and three things that you have never
done.

1 TdIdR’t v yesterday.

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: entertainments
Make sure you know all the words in the box. Use a dictionary if necessary.

the cinema the circus the opera the theatre
arock / jazz / classical music concert  arock / jazz festival

How often have you been to the different kinds of entertainment? Write sentences.
Example'

..........................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................
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already, yet and just

We often use the present perfect with already (— ‘earlier than somebody expected’)
Note the word order: already comes after have. L
‘Newspaper?’ ‘No, thanks. I've aiready read it.’ You’re late. We’ve already started.

Complete the sentences with already and verbs from the box (present perfect).

cook finish get up go v leave pay

B> ‘Where's Pete?’ ‘He’s akreadligons....... home.” 3 ‘Can you wake Helen? ‘She .........cccvervnnrinen !
1 ‘Shall I pay? ‘NO, T .o, "4 ‘Let’shave fish." T ..o chicken.’
2 ‘What time’s the train? ‘It ..o "5 ‘When’s the film?’ Tt ..o !

‘We also often use the-present perfect with yet (_, up 1o now') in questlons and negatxves
Note the word order: yet usually comes at the end-of a sentence G e

‘Have you spoken to John yet?’ ‘No, not yet. He hasn’t come in yet.’

and negatives (&) with yet.

Make questions (f

> my sister / phone . ). SLSEEr PROeA MO
> the postman / come B .08 POSENLA NASIE LML MY i,
1 Bl /find a job B .oeovvvcviniinciiinii

2 you / finish that DPOOK B ..eoovvvviiiiiii e,

4 you / have supper

"And we often use the present perfect with qui: (= ‘a short time ago’). Just comes after have.
I've just come back from Spain. The rain has just stopped.

) Do these things, and then write sentences to say what you have just done.

B (touch your ear) ...\ AAYE St EOONEA MU LAY .o

1 100k at the flOOT) ..eovvvvviiiiviiiiiii i

2 (think about YOUr ROINE) .....ccvviiiiviiiniiiiiisri s

3 (MMOVE YOUT [EEL) .oovvirriieiirriiniris et

4 (put your hand on yout Read) ...........coovviiiiiiniiniiiini e

t is eight o’clock in the morning. Look at the table and say what Ann has (not) done. Use
present perfect verbs with already, yet and just.

b She .as Just Nad 8 o oF C0TT28 . oovoreereereerecreenen, have a cup of coffee 7.55
P> She .AASnE Q0L AHEsS28 e i i get dressed < I
> She .nas alveady, done 2 Lot of WorRe. e, do a lot of work s
1 SHIE tiinriiriiriietereiee s te s s s e s s e s e e errrnaanreiareraees letters. write letters

2 SHE i mother. telephone mother

3 SHE it e e eenneree s kitchen. clean kitchen

4 She i NEWSPAPEL .evvvveinineens read newspaper

5 SHE tievivciiecrrrer e e e e et ee e e some toast. make toast

6 SHE Lo e 1adio i listen to the radio

AN PFREECT TENSFS




up to now (2) I've been here since Tuesday.

TUESDAY NOwW

We use the present perfect not the present to say. how Iong somethlng has contlnued up to now.

I've been here since Tuesday. (NOT-Ham-here-since—Tuesday:)
I've known John for ten years. (NOT-Fkﬁew—fehﬁ—feHeﬁ—yeafs)
‘We can say. how. long thh sinceor for. <o S :
We use since when: we give the begmnmg of the time (for example since Tuesday)
- We use for when we give the: Zength of. the tlme (for example for three days)
I've been here since Tuesday I've been here for three days. (NOT —smee%hfeeelays—)
Ive known Mary since 1980. - I've known Mary for g very long time.
I've had this car since April. I've had this car for six months.

Put in since or for.

1 six weeks S i yesterday 9 July

2 i Sunday 6 crrerrireins breakfast time 10 ............... last week

3 1996 7 i a long time 11 a day

4 ten years 8 v five minutes 12 e this morning

Make present perfect questions with How long ...?

> you / be / in this country .&tew.kowg. nave, Lo Deavy, b BALS COUMEIT oo
> Mary / have / her job .1tow. Lora nas MA. NG K J00T ..ot
1 YOU / RKIOW [ MIKE  1iiiiiiiiiiniitieneinienisie ettt et snssbe s eeetes s sr et sbeses s sss st esestosassessresnsssantosessreneessores
2 YOU [ D8 [ @ STUARIIL  1eiiviiiiiciecteeerr sttt et b e r s b bt rer e et es s e st sa s essesensanentseneentetesssaee
3 your brother / be /@ dOCLOT  .oocivviiiiiniiiiiientieie ettt s er ettt sa et eb e tesnsenasnesresaes
4 Andrew / have / that dOZ ..ottt ettt s b b orane e

S David and Elizabeth / D / tOZEINET ....ccceiiieririnieiiiriiisaesisiensee st ss s everesssesssretsssensensessseionne

Be, know and have are non- progresswe verbs (see page 28). With most other verbs we use the present
perfect progressive (see page. 62) to say how long things have contihued. up to now. - :

How long have you been waiting?
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up to now (3): present perfect progressive’

I have been working you have been working - he/she/it has been wbrking etc
have | been-working? have you:been working? has he/she/it been workmg7 etc
1 have not been working you have not been-working etc ' .

For contractions (/’ve, he’s, haven't etc), see page 277.

,We make the present perfect progresswe Wlth have/has been + ..ing. k ;_ﬂk L

We have been living here since Apr/I John’s been working in the bank for three months

We use the present perfect progresswe (with most verbs) to say how Iong thmgs have been contlnumg <
up to now (For be, have and know, see page 61.) : , ; GES e
I've been Iearnmg English for four years. It's been raining aII day.

Have you been waiting long?

- -We've been travelling for six hours,
A

4 N
PAST Tgs Bl Bl To Bt Tt NOW WL oo

Make present perfect progressive sentences. Use for or since (see page 61).

» John started learning Chinese in February. Now it’s July. (for)
_lohw has, beew: LWWVLW@ Chinese f....ﬁ.\./.@.mavy.’.c!/.\.s .................................... SUPPP

...................................................

!té.?!@.@.!’km wv»@smcesuma it essieseesssses s sssessas s sesse st ss st saens
1 Mary started painting the house on Monday. Now it’s Friday. (for)

................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................

B you / study / maths Htow. .L.e.v.».g.kwg Yo been studying. mathsr.......... perverin

1 Jane / talk / on the Phone ..l et

2 your brother / Work / In GlaSZOW ..ccivviiiiiiiiiii e
3 Eric / drive / DUSES  .eoeecieiiiiniiiiinii ittt en

4 that man / stand / outSIde oo e

S you / play / the PIaN0 i s

* Also called ‘present perfect continuous’
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We don’t use present tenses to say how Iong things have been going on.

They've been living here since 1998. (NOT Fhey-arefiving-here-since1998.)
I've been learning English for three years. (NOT Hearning-Fnglish-for 3years:)

Correct (v) or not (x)? ,
> I'm waiting for her since this morning. % 3 Sue has been talking on the phone all day. ...

> I'm still waiting for her now. 4 I have been sitting in this office since 9.00. ...
» I've been waiting for her for four hours. ./ 5 'She’s working here since 1998, ...
1 We have been driving for about six hougs. ... 6 Are you studying hard these days? ...

2 How long are Ann and Peter working here? ...

o

We often use ;‘theyrpreseni: peffect prqgféssi\}e wheh we say how we have ‘been filling our tlme s
(up to now). - SEho R e e e e s
We've been playing a lot of tennis in the last few weeks.

Sorry I haven't written to you — I've been travelling.
You look tired.’ ‘Yes, I've been working in the garden.’

) Look at the pictures and say what the people have been doing. Use the verbs in the box
(present perfect progressive).

play play swim teach travel v write

1o ... the piano.
Z e football.




present perfect or present perfect progressive?

We use the present perfect mostly for finished actions. ‘
We use the present perfect progressive mostly for unfmlshed actlons contlnumg up to now (often »

when we say how long).

PRESENT PERFECT: | have written etc PRESENT PERFECT PROGRESSIVE: | have been writing etc

finished actions unfinished actions — now
Mike has learnt how to cook spaghetti, Jane has been learning Greek since August.
I"ve written to John, so he knows everything. The children have been writing letters all day.
A
4 N

We use th:e‘br‘eisien\t perfect to say how much or how often. Compare:
Weve travelled to nine countries this year. We‘ve been travelling all this year.

Circle the correct form.

» How long have you learnt / @ 4 How long have we driven [ been driving now?
the piano? 5 Have you ever read / been reading this book?

> Look! I have @/ been buying a coat. 6 Hello! I've waited | been waiting for you for hours!

1 It has rained / been raining since Tuesday. 7 How long have you played [ been playing tennis?

2 John has broken / been breaking his leg. 8 How many games have you played? [ been

3 He hasn’t told / been telling me his address. playing?

‘We. don’t use the progresswe w»th be, have (meanlng ‘possess’), know and other non- progresswe verbs
(see page 28), i -

I've been here since Tuesday (NOT-I—Ve—beEH—beng— )
How long have you had your car? (NOT Hew-leng-have-you-been-having-...7)
We‘ve only known each other for two weeks. (NOT Weve-only-beenknowing ...)

&) Put in the present perfect or present perfect progressive.
these shoes for a year. (have) 3 ANI ..., all day. (work)

Deen walthng 2 (wait) 4 JONI wvvveeeveveieienseesssessesens ill this week. (be)
T IE e, all day. (snow) S How long .....cccvieiniiinacnnns D740 TR
2 WE viiieriiecrecnnnens this dog for years. (have) Andrew? (know)

k' We’,pfefer‘the pyresent perfect for very long, unchanging situations. Compare: i
He’s been standing there for hours. The castle has stood on this hill for 900 years.

(Circlé)the best answer. (Both are correct, but one is more usual.)

1 We've lived / been living in London since January.

2 They've lived | been living in London all their lives.

3 My father has worked | been working here for 47 years.
4 T've worked | been working here for two weeks.
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simple past and present perfect: summary

SIMPLE PAST: | worked/wrote/drove etc

finished actions

o finished actions, no connection with present
My grandfather woiked for a newspaper. I drove back from York last night.

o with words for a finished time, like yesterday, in 1990, ago, then, when

I saw Ann yesterday. (NOT +have-seen-Ann-yesterday:) Bill phoned three days ago.
When did you stop smoking? (NOT When-have-yot-stopped-stroking?)

e stories o
A man walked into a café and sat down at a table. The waiter asked ...

e details (time, place etc) of news
The cat has eaten your supper. She took it off the table.
Bill has had an accident. He fell off his bicycle when he was going to work.

(SIMPLE), PRESENT PERFECT: | have worked/written/driven etc
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present perfect and simple past: revision exercises

Put in the correct form (one word).

p I Wrete...... to my brother yesterday. (write) 5 We cviirennienns too much last night. (eaf)

» ] have just written. ... to my sister. (write) 6 John .evneieenes off his bicycle yesterday. (fall)
1 The 1SSOMS reeevierererees last week. (begin) 7 T'm sorry, I've . your name. ( forget)
2 YOU'Ve .ooveruvinenes three cups today. (break) 8 T'Ve i my address to the police. (give)
3 Why have you ...ooeeees home early? (come) 9 WE ccvrrvieeersnans what they wanted. (know)

4 Who has ..cvrmnenees my coffee? (drink) 10 Somebody has ... my umbrella. (take)

» The rain has stopped. B

| All fhose people Went ROME. [l vttt
5 Peter has fold Us €VEyHRINg. Bl v

3 The postman has R RN

4 Pat has been working ALl AY. B corvveressrssssssssssssss s s

5 Eric and Angela bought a new TLOUSE. B ovoreresseeeorsmesssssersss s s s s S

6 Mary’s boyfriend e - B

Make questions.

» The letter arrived. (when) .. Y&V QLA SR el s

» Somebody told her. (who) .. \YNe.ERHI A

1 Everybody has gone home. (why) ........................................................................................

o Ann’s been learning Chinese. (HOW 101G) wvveesssmsessresssssssssssssssssss s S
3 George closed the door. (WHP) orvereesssmsssssssossssssssss s s s S

4 The people in the big house have gone on holiday. (where)

................................................................................................................................................................

somebody has just said these sentences. Read the questions and circle the correct

answers.

» ‘Joe has found a new girlfriend.” Has he got the girlfriend now? @/ PERHAPS

» ‘Then a cat came into the house.’ Is the cat in the house now?  YES /(PROBABLY NOT
T've made coffee.’ Is there coffee now?  YES / PROBABLY NOT

'So Tric made soup.’ Is there soup now?  YES | DON'T KNOW .

‘And Bill has started Japanese lessons.’ Is he taking lessons now?  YES / DON'T KNOW
7ill and Bob opened a driving school.’ Is the school still running?  YES | DON'T KNOW
‘. because Pete lost his glasses.” Has he got his glasses now? NO / DON'T KNOW
'Alan has gone to America.’ Is he there now?  YES [ DON'T KNOW

“We had a good time in Italy." Are they there now?  YES / NO

‘July has been a good month for business.’ Is it still July?  YES / NO

o B B 7, BTNV i




Put in the verbs from the boxes (simple past or present perfect).

not be v~ happen have lose not pass spend
Last year » was.nek..... a good year for Pete and Sonia. Pete 1 .....cccovervivvnenn a car accident and
2 s a month in hospital, Sonia 3 ......c.ceceervrnene. her job, the children 4 .......c.ccccovne,

their school exams, and a lot of other bad things 5 ............cvenenne.

be buy change have open pass,
This year 6 .....ccvceeveeeverene much better. Petg LA I his job, and is making much more
money. They 8 ......ccoevvineennne a new house. Sonia 9 ......ccccvevevennnnn. a small restaurant, and it’s going
very well. They 10 .....ooccveevrennee. a baby. And the other children 11 .....ccccoocuveueane. all their exams
. this time.

Put in the simple past, present perfect or present perfect progressive.

> ‘Where’s the car?’ ‘Bill ..has.takew......... it. He .needed................ it to go shopping.’ (take; need)
B> 1 .have bowalht....... tickets for the match. Do you want to come with me? (buy)
B My grandfather ... went.. ... to school in Ireland. (go)
» How long ... Mave............... you .. beewy standing. there? (stand)
T T, my job. "Why?' T ..c..cccovvininiriennann, the hours.” (change; not like)
2 LooK =T .o, some money.” ‘Where ........coccceevenvinnnn, FOU wvviiiiiniienceineenne it?
(find; find) -
3 MiKe .ot his new watch. (already lose)
4 The COMPANY ..ocvvevrveeirenireirenierniaernsnaeins a lot of money last year. (lose)
S e ADNAIOW .o to the boss yet? (speak)
6 It i since Sunday. (snow)
7 You can have the newspaper. I .......ccoovvnierivnneecesinenrennennas it. (finish)
8 T, mathematics from 1996 to 1998. (study)
9 You're looking happy.” ‘Yes, I ....cccecevrivinersinnienrenierenseinennns my exam.’ (pass)
10 How 1o0g weovvviinieiiiieiirecnessrisnenenens FOU toviiiiiirinircerieniessrresreneeennenns Mary? (know)
11 e ydu EVEL 1tiiviieriaeninreeerirerernireeesssssnens a poem? (write)
12 We e for the electrician all day yesterday. (waif)
13 ‘Where’s Robert?’ ‘He ....cccccveevvcrvririnneice oo out.” (just go)
14 ‘Do you like SKHNG? ‘T ...ocvverieerriiriecanrreireerereireneans it.” (not try)
15 That child ..oocoeeorvecierrieie i chocolate all day. (eat)

; @ Circle the correct answers.

I b know /@drian for a very long time - we

1 are [ have been friends since our first day at school, thirty
years 2 ago [ before / since. He 3 came / has come round to see
me last night to ask for my advice. His company 4 did / has
been doing very well for the last few years, and they s opened
I have opened several new offices. They 6 just asked |/ have just
asked Adrian to move to Scotland, to run an office there. He
7 didn’t decide | hasn’t decided what to do yet. He doesn’t
really want to move: he 8 never lived | has never lived outside
Manchester, and he 9 bought / has bought a new house there
last year. But the new job would be interesting, and very
well paid. We 10 talked / have talked | have been talking about
it for a long time Jast night, but of course I couldn’t tell
him what to do.
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past pertect It had already begun when we arrived.

| had seen. you had seen - he/she/it had seen‘etc - :
2 | had | seen? - had you.seen?. _had he/she/it seen? etc
B had not seen . you had not seen '

‘ he/she/it had not seen etC s
"Cont"ravcy’giohs:"I’d,fyoul’d ete; hadn’t = B =

To make the pastperfect,put had Wifh‘fhe ,pa‘s‘t;'pejlfticibie (seen, lost etc). L Lo
(For irregular past participles, see page 275.) - L e B
She didn’t phone Alan because she’d lost his number. it was a film that | hadn’t seen before.

» 1 couldn’t get in because 1. had foraotter. ... my keys. (forget

5 Ann wasn’t at home. Where ... NG .civeeeerinneeens she

> The telephone wasn't working because we ..hAAE A s the bill. (pay B

1 The woman told me £1at SIIE tvrerrerrreerrisssrsiereeeens in China a few years before. (work &&)
2 Everything in the garden was brown DECAUSE 1 renrrirmmimsnreesinenseseene

3 The bathroom was full of water, WHat . ? (happen El)

4 TKOEW Lo that man somewhere before. (see ER)

5 We were surprised to see Mark, DECAUSE WE w.cimemermmreessemesmiersts? his letter. (get

6 After three days the dogs came back home. WHETE .oeeiimssnsmsusmssssees ? (be

7 They gave me SOme money back because T oveeeeerveseesanesresnsnaseness too much. (pay E)

8 There was nothing in the fridge. I could see 118t PELET covveverevenermsennseesmneneses the shopping. (do [= )

We use th’e,‘p!aét pg’:’rfécit"WH‘é;n we are alreadyta!kmgabout t}hg“pas‘t,ﬁandiwéﬁt to talk aboutanearher
pasttime, ol e ey
and we ran to the cinema. But the film had already begun.

Our train was late,

| got out of the car and went into the school. It was empty. Everybody had gone home.
| was glad that I had caught the early bus. Anna wondered if anyone had told fim.
We couldn’t understand why sue hadn’t locked the door.

Circle the correct answers. '

» 1(didn’t recognisa/ hadn’t recognised Helen, because she cut /(had cuf)her hair very short.

1 No one understood | had understood how the cat got / had got into the car.

2 Joe didn’t play | hadn’t played in the game o1l Saturday because he hurt | had hurt his arm.
3 When I looked [ had Jooked in all my pockets for my keys, started | had started to get very

worried.
4 Liz never travelled | had never travelled by train before she went | had gone to Europe.

s 1 arrived | had arrived at the shop at 5.30, but it already closed | had already closed.
6 1didn't have | hadn't had much money after I paid | had paid all my bills last week.




Put in the simple past or the past perfect.

B Bill .didwt kel anybody how he .19 got...... into the house. (not tell; get)

» Emma Went. to France last week. Before that, she .14, never .b¢en... outside Ireland. (go; be)

1 When their mother ............ home, the children .................. all the sweets. (get; eat)

2 Yesterday I ............... aman who ............. at school with my grandmother. (meet; be)
3o, torain, and I ................. thatI ..o, my window. (start; remember; not close)

4 T, a letter on my desk that I ............ never ......... (find; open)

S Tovveiinennn, Bob I couldn’t go to the theatre, but he ............ already ............ the tickets. (tell; buy)

¢
Ve s e pst st atr hen 35 st smething i compltely hed.
When | had watered all the flowers, | sat down and had a cool drink.

When Susan had done her shopping, she went to visit her sister.

Make sentences using the past perfect after when.

¥ Jan finished her dinner. Then she sat down to watch TV.

o the past perfect in reported speech, see page 247.




test yourself perfect tenses

Put in the past participles.

go dene. ... break ............... bring ............... COME ............... drink .....c........ ;LT
forget ............... give . leave ............... make ............... stand ............... stay .eeveeneenne,
SEOP i take ..o think ............... 125 2RI

She has not studied French. (Russian E3
> It hasn’t snowed today. (rained ) Has, it vained?
B They’ve been to Greece. (Turkey

1 We've been swimming. (walking

2 They haven’t written. (phoned BE) w..o.ccooovesoomireseesesssesssnsesoosessrseesso oo
3 I'had seen her before. (spoken to e et s
4 She hasn’t been to New York. (CHICAZO ) oo
5 He hasn’t bought a motorbike. (car | ) oo
6 She’s been studying German. (Italian B3

Circle the correct answers.

» Have you saw / this film before?

Our football team lost / has lost all its games this year. It lost / has lost all its games last year too.
Did you ever drive | Have you ever driven a bus?

My brother speaks good English, but he has never had [ never had lessons.

Did you see | Have you seen Paul yesterday?’ ‘No, but he just phoned | has just phoned.’

Have you done the shopping yet / yesterday ? ~

I started this job for eight weeks / eight weeks ago / ago eight weeks.

I'm [ I've been in this school for / since five years.

‘What time does the lesson start?’ ‘It’s already started.’ | ‘It already started.’

X NN R W N

Circle the correct answers.

1 We know | We’ve known | We've been knowing John and Andy for / since years.

2 I'work | I'm working | I've been working -here since-last-summer, = ——-—-—— -

3 ‘Good news! John passed / has passed his exam.’ ‘Has he got |/ Did he get good marks?’
4 ‘Mary went / has gone to London.’ ‘“When did she leave? | has she left?

S This house has stood / been standing here for 500 years.

Put in the simple past or past perfect.

1 WhenT oo him, T, that
T e him before. (see; know; meet)
2 He vt enough money for food because he ..o
so many clothes. (not have; buy) -
3 The Meetng ....cccuvvereeeeerereereoo, When T ..o, (already start; arrive)
4 The Car .cocovvvrviiiceercveeeeer s down because I ..........o.ooveeervomronsoo
to put oil in. (break; forget)
S T, Mary for the first time thirty years ago. (meet)

More difficult questions
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