ECTION 4 past tenses

grammar summary

SIMPLE PAST: | worked, she worked, he didn’t work, etc
PAST PROGRESSIVE (OR 'PAST CONTINUOUS"): | was working, she was working, he wasn’t working, etc

English has two ‘past’ tenses. ('
@ We use the simple past for complete finished actions. We often use it in stories.
| wrote ten letters yesterday. A man walked into a police station and asked ...

e We use the past progressive to talk about actions which were unfinished at a past time.
‘What were you doing at 10.00 last night?’ ‘| was writing letters.”

pre-test: which units do you need?
Try this small test. It will help you to decide which units you need. The answers are on page 283.

Which is correct — A, B or both?

> A Ilosed your address. (BI lost your address.

>(@]1 broke a window. (B)John broke a window.

A The rain stoped. B The rain stopped.

A You never visitted me in hospital. B You never visited me in hospital.

A 1didn’t know the answer. B I didn’t knew the answer.

A Where did everybody go? B Where everybody went?

A When John and his family did arrive? B When did John and his family arrive?
A Who said that? B Who did say that?

A At ten o’clock last night I read. B At ten o’clock last night I was reading.

A When I saw John, he was playing tennis. B When I saw John, he played tennis,
A When Ann came home, John was cooking supper. B When Ann came home, John cooked

suppet.
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<« About 6,000 years ago, somebody
painted this picture on a cave wall in About 2,200 years a

W ; ' go,
Namibia, south-west Africa. ~ Shi Huangdi completed
the Great Wall of China.
\4

A

Stonehenge, in southern England, is
about 4,800 years old. Who built it?
Nobody knows.

<« About 1,200 years ago, Vikings from
Scandinavia made this beautiful ship.
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simple past: forms [ worked. 1 did not work.

REGULAR VERBS e AN IRREGULAR VERB

Ifyou/he/she/it/we/they worked | tfyousne/she/it/wefthey went
" I/you/he/she/it/we/they did not work | Ifyou/he/she/it/we/they did not go *: .

Contraction: didn’t - ‘ : « T T

HOW TO MAKE REGULAR SIMPLE PAST. FORMS :

vé ‘most verbs: + ed : work-—> worked help——> helped raln#'rdined, ,:: ‘-k
o after-e: +-d hope——)» hoped like > liked ’ i

Write the simple past.

VERBS ENDING IN =Y

2. voweI (a, e o) + y~—> yed - : f: play» played ~~en/oy-> en/oyed
e consonant (d:] retc)y +y—> -led ' try-> trled reply—-> replled

Write the simple past.

VDOUBLING (Stopped p/anned etc)

8] one VOWGI +. one consonant

g double consonant + -ed L stop => stopped (NOT 5fepea9 plan —> p/anned o o
o two vowels don’t double o “seem. —> seemed- . wait = ;wa/ted (NOT waffteoﬁ

‘e two consonants ‘don’t’ double ‘ want——> wanted (NOTWﬁ&ed) help —> helped S

o only_dou_ble in STRESSED syllables preFER = preferred ST WONder—->wondered

start vovveeeeeennennns o) o HIOUR SHIM covvivveiinen,
SHpP v, fit o urn .o,
deVEIOp ..ooccvvinnenenae GALIOD .ovvvvvcvirnne
1eFER ...ovviiriinnns

Wlth |rregu|ar verbs you have to Ieam the srmple past forms one by one (see page 275)

go > went see —» saw buy bought pay —> pald

Write as many of the simple past forms as you can. Check them on page 275, and learn
the ones that you don’t know.

become ............. begin ............. break ............. bring ..o catch ...coenee. COME ...cocvenee.
drink ............ eat ......e.... :11 L feel ...cceees forget ............. get v give e
hear ........... hold ........... keep ........... know ............ learn ............ leave ............ let .o,
make ............ PAY wevrrine put e read ... SAY wivveienne shut ..o 31 T
speak ... stand ..o take ... tell v think ..o write ..o
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We make simpfe past negatives (&) with did not/didn’t + infinitive (without to).
| NEGATIVE

STATEMENT B3

He cleaned the car. He did not clean the car. (NOT-He-did-not-cleaned-the-car,)
He started early. He did not start early. (NOT -He-did-rot-starts-earhy)

She saw you. She didn’t see you. (NOT She-dlidn’t-sawyotk)

John went to Rome. John didn’t go to Rome.

Circle the correct form.

» 1 break /(broke)a cup yesterday.

» Ann did not@/ played tennis this mo(r’ning.
1 Harry work / worked last Sunday.

1 didn’t know / Knew where I was.

I didn't feel / felt well last night. *

Ann come | came to see us at the weekend.

I didn't see / saw Bill at the party.

Peter didn’t write / wrote to me for a long time.
The train did not arrive [ arrives on time.

Mary didn't like / likes / liked her teacher.

0 NN ok W

Make simple past negative sentences.

b 1 played hockey. (football) LA E LAY F00R0AL. oo

1 We spoke Spanish tOZether, (ATaDIC) «....ceeeermecrreremmmmmmmsmmsisssssssssssessesssssesseessessessansine

My uncle taught mathematics. (SCIENCE) ....c.vvvvrnenriininnn, et eb s

Bill cooked the potatoes. (the fiSh) ...ccoverreriniiininiiiiinen O OTORY SR

I took my mother to the mountains. (71 fAAET) ...
We told our parents everything. (the police) ..o e e

I wrote to iy SiSter, (1) DIOTHET) .....covvviniivieniirniecniciii et

I liked the party. (the MUSIC) cvvuveernvireennineniiiis STPORPRTOPP .

We knew her address. (pRONE HUINDEL) ....iciiiinriinnniiiiiniis s |

XX NNk W

» I worked last week, but (the week before B)
1 He didn’t change his trousers, but (kis shirt &
She answered the first question, but (the others B)
He phoned her, but (go to her house @) ........... reveneene SO O PP P PPR PSPPSRI TSI
I didn’t bring any flowers, but (some chocolates :
She didn’t buy a coat, but (a very nice dress §g)
I ate the vegetables, but (the meat B) ..ooooervrenmcrcnmmiii
We kept the photos, but (the letters B) «..cooreereniimiiiii
They didn’t speak English, but (German ER) ...t

My grandfather shaved on weekdays, but (at weekends

O 00N O U W

Write five things that you didn’t do yesterday.
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simple past questions  Did you pay? What did she say?

) did I work? _did you work? did he/she/it work?  did we work? _did they work? [

We make simple past questions () with did + subject + infinitive (without to).
STATEMENT &3 , QUESTION [

He cleaned the car. Did he clean the car? (NOT Did-he-cleaned-the-car?)
The class went to Rome. | Where did the class go? (NoT Where-did-the-class-went?)

Circle the correct form.
b 1 take / my father to Spain last week. 4 Why did you leave / left your job?

B Did you / heard me? S Did Fred speak / spoke to you about Andy?
1 Did John bring / brought his wife with him? & Where did that woman keep / kept all her money?
2 When did Ann start / starts school? 7 Derek learn [ learnt English when he was young.

3 Isee / saw Eric in the supermarket yesterday. 8 Sorry -1 forget / forgot to buy milk.

Make simple past questions.

> John enjoyed the food, but (the music [fl) 4idhe.enjoy themmsten,
1 She listened to everything, but (remember it BA) oo

2 You didn’t pay Andy, but (the others B2
3 You liked the book, but (the film [
4 He played football, but (well B) .............
5 You gave them some help, but (any money g2

Be careful when questions have long subjects — {he word order does not ;clywa‘nge.,

Where did Ann stay?
Where did Ann and her mother stay?

Where did Ann and her mother and the children stay? (NOT Where-stayed-Anr——2 OR Where-did-stay—7)

) Make simple past questions.

1 Mrs Potter’s two boys played football yesterday.

WBEIL sttt oot
2 All the people in the class felt tired,

VB ettt
3 The big man with the grey beard said something.

WBE ottt ettt
4 The people who were sitting at the back of the bus started to sing.

VB sttt st
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questions without did ~ Who phoned? What happened?

When who and what are su‘bjects, we make questions.without do/does/did. Compare:
'WhoSU8l phoned?” 'SueS¥™ phoned.’ (NOT “iho-did-phore?)

‘WhoO¥ did you see?’ ’I saw Sue®.’

‘WhatSU8 happened?’ ‘SomethingSU¥ nice happened.’ (NOT “Whaat-did-happen?’)
‘What©¥ did he say?’ ‘He said something® nice.’ )

Circle the correct form.

4 Who@/ did give you that ring? : 3 Who asked she | did she ask?

> What wanted John? /@id John warf? 4 Who told / did tell you?

1 Who said / did say that? 5 What fell / did fall out of your bag?

2 What made [ did make that noise? 6 What put you / did you put in the soup?

Complete the questions. ;

1 ‘I phoned somebody.” "WHO .....ccccoviiiiiiniiminiiinne
2 ‘Somebody wrote to me.” "WHO ..o,
3 ‘Something broke the window.” 'What ...
‘T broke something.” “What ..o
‘Mary played something.” ‘What ......cccevvvvnininniiiniinn e
‘Something fell off the table.” “‘What .....c.cccccovvviiiiiiiniinii

(o)W, BN

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: beginnings
Make sure you know all the words in the first box. Use a dictionary if necessary.

Then complete the questions, and see if you can put in the answers.

build compose direct discover v invent paint

A Patty and Mildred Hill, in 1893. D Alexander Fleming, in 1928. /

B Stone Age people, about 15,000 years ago. E Probably the Chinese, about 1,000 years ago.
C Alfred Hitchcock, in 1963. F King Khufu of Egypt, about 4,600 years ago.

» Who Alscovered

.............................

peniciilin? 2

1
|
& ?L o

this picture? ... the film ‘The Birds'? ... ‘Happy Birthday To You'? ...

= For more about questions like these, see page 110.
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simple past: use [ left school in 1990.

We often. use the simple past to talk about when things happened. : ‘ :
1 left school in 1990. I didn't see Ann yesterday. What time did you arrive?

......

| saw that film Iast week. (NOTJ—h&ve—seen—thert—#h%#ast—wee/e)
Did you pay William on Sunday? (NOT-Heve-you-paid-Willisrm-on-Sunday?)

Put the beginnings and ends together, using the verbs in the box.

die v forget learn like read speak stop
1 Shakespeare ...4ke4............. A birthday on Monday. ...
2 T e, my girlfriend’s B in 1616. %
3 That’s a really good book. C sol i, my lessons last week. ...
4 When we were children D T, it last year. ...
S Ididn't e, my piano teacher | E we always ...c.ccoveveininnns French at home. ...
6 When did you .....ccceevvvnienee, F to speak Spanish so well? ...

Note the word order with ago.: . e R T e e
| started this job three years ago. (NOT —ege—thfee—yeefs—) It happened a long time ago.

How long ago was your last birthday? Ten days ago? Five weeks ago? Eight months ago?
Write the answer, and answer the other questions.

1 my last birthday .....cccoivcinniiice, 3 last January ......... e e
2 last Tuesday .....ccoconeeminnienieencrinenniecnne e, 4 my third birthday ...,

: We. often use the snmple past for thmgs that happened one after another, for example in storles
He parked his car, went into the station and -bought -a-ticket. “Then-he-had a cup- of coffee-and .

Put simple past verbs into the story.

1-6: come hear open say not see stand
7-10: give hold not read take
11-18: run say not speak turn write

He 1., outside her door for a long time. Then he 2.......... e her
footsteps inside the house. She 3....c..cocovvivicinverinrennnn, the door and 4 ......coccevererervccenenn out.

At first she 5.oveneeeiviiieeeeerins him, but then she 6 ...cccccvvvvnvviinneriiieinn. ‘Oh, hello, Harold.’
He 7., a paper out of his pocket and 8 ......cccecvniiviircrnnnnnnnn, it to her.

SHE 9o it in one hand, but 10.....ccevevviiiiveiiiniiecnns it. ‘Listen,’

he 11 . She 12 i T3 you this letter
because - She 14 ...viicvcncineneeneennen back into the house. He 15 ...cceevvvveceinnnevienenen. and walked

slowly down the street.
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simple past: revision

| REGULAR VERBS AN IRREGULAR. VERB
I/ybu/he/ﬁhé/it/We/theyk‘w‘orked". . ’likl/you‘/he' etc wéht T
did Ifyou/he etc work? = .. | did Ifyou/heetc go? . -
I/you/he/ etc did not work -~ . | I/you/he etc did notgo -
CQntracytion;ldidn't' S G .

) verbs, questions (§g) or negatives (f

Complete the sentences with affirmatiVe (g3

» She didn’t feel well last night, but (bK this moming &4

> ‘I bought a new coat yesterday.’ (‘shoes B1') R4y
> We saw the Eiffel Tower, but (see Notre Dame B) ..We. ALAn % 526 NOtTE PAME.......ovvvcvcrririrrirnninn,

1 didn’t learn much French at school, but (a lot of Latin
1 remembered to buy the bread, but (the milk
I spoke to Ann’s father, but (her mother )

‘Peter didn't phone yesterday.” (‘this mornin,
I didn’t take the bus to London; (the train E
I know you went to Singapore, but (Malaysia
The train stopped at Edinburgh, but (Glasgow Bl) ..ccoovvvenininiiii
‘Did the children see a ilm?’ (“two films B3
‘1 ate your cake.” (‘my chocolates FB') ..cvovverrenreniniininini e

O 00 N O 1 i W N e

Make simple past questions.

» Ann and her brother went to Beijing. Where .4k Aui and ner Drather 802, ..o, '
1 Sarah and her baby came out of hospital this morning. WRen.....oviii
2 Peter’s friends from the office gave him a bicycle.  WRY .o
3 The small woman with long hair said something. What ...
4 The children bought something. What ......ccoeviene. ettt eh bbbt s e ebe b bbb bt
5 Somebody left a bicycle in the garden. Who ...... OO U P TOUP OO OU ORISR INUPPIPPRPO
6 Something fell off the table. WHRAL ... e
7 Bill found a cat in his office.  WHO oot

) Look at the picture, and complete the sentence correctly.

A did you remember

B did you remembered
C do you remembered
D did you to remember
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past progressive™  What were you doing at 8.007

I was working you were working he/she/it was working we/they were working
was | working? were you working? was he/she/it working? were we/they working?
| was not working you were not working he/she/it was not working etc

Contractions: wasn’t, weren’t

We make the past progressive with was/were + «..ing. (For spelling rules, see page 21.)
At 8 o’clock I was waiting for a train. What were you doing?

We use the past progressive to say what was (not) happening around (before, at and perhaps éfter)
a past time, ; - '
‘What were you doing at 8.007 Were you watching TV?' (NOT What-did-you-de ...7)

‘At 8.007 No, | wasn‘t watching TV. | was playing cards.” (NOT +played-...)

What were the people doing yesterday evening?
Look at the pictures and complete the sentences
with words from the box,

Use past progressive verbs.

cook supper dance drive home
not watch TV play cards v

3 At 7.50 MATY wooovvvivviirieecseeeseer e
4 At 11.00 OLVET .oovvereriviivireierereeecseenererenan,

STATEMENTER: It was raining. You were working. All the children were singihg.

QUESTION 4 :

Was it raining? Were you working? ~ What were all the children singing?

Write questions.

B> ‘At 10.00 I was reading.’ (a newsaper) ....\(lexe. YO AL B NEWSRARE T oo
B “When I saw Peter he was eating.’ (what) \YAGEWAS e eaENGR oo
1 ‘When I went into Pat’s office, she was WIIHNG. (JEHEIS) ©.ocvovirreiriiiniieeies oo
‘At lunchtime Joe was SHOPPING. (WHETE) ......ccuuurvvvvverrunieseecomeeeeossesssosesses oo eeoeooeeoeeeoeeesoessee oo
"At 8.30 ANN Was COOKING.” (WHAL) .vv.vuuuuceccevvereveeemnsnnnninessesseeeeeesesesesssssss oo es s eeeeeeeeesoee
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* Also called ‘past continuous’
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simple past or past progressive? I walked /I was walking

We use the simple past to talk about a complete action (long or short).
We use the past progressive for actions which were not complete at a past time.

Joe got up at 7.00 and worked from 9.00 to 4.00. At 8.00, when Joe came home, | was reading
E /

"

Simple past or past progressive?

> 1(ived/ was living in France for eight years.

» Sue lived /@in France when her uncle died.

At 6.15, when you phoned, I had / was having a shower.

We watched | were watching TV all evening.

Bill watched |/ was watching TV when Ann came in.

My father worked [ was working hard all his life,

They got married while they studied / were studying at London University.
Yesterday we drove / were driving from Oxford to Edinburgh and back.

It was a nice evening, so she walked / was walking home from work.

NOY ok W

We often use the past progressxve and-the snmple past together, for example wnth whlle
Past progressive: longer action or situation. - SRR
Simple past: complete shorter actlon that happened durlng the Ionger actlon

While | was having a bath, While | was talking to my brother

the phone rang Bill came in.

j Put in the simple past or the past progressive. Z
B> While I ..was.walking.... down the road, I ..S8W......ccoureenn.. Bill. (walk; see)

1 WhileT ..o, the newspaper, the cat ......ccccevveenreernennen on to the table. (read; jump)
2 Alan ..ovceveccnininnnn, Helen while he .......ccovvvivvniviinnans in Morocco. (meet; travel)

3 Sally ovveeirriniecireenn, her leg while she ......cccevvirirvvennnnns (break; ski)

4 While I .o, , S0mebody ..oocviiiiiiieiiiienne, my car. (shop; steal)

We can use when in different ways with- past tenses

When Ann came home, John was cooking supper. (Ann came home durlng the cooklng )
When Ann came home, John cooked supper. (First Ann came home; then John cooked supper.)

ut in the correct tense (simple past or past progressive).

> When [ went out, it Was.ralning......... (rain) 3 When we asked, they .........cocevnvnnnn. ‘No'. (say)
P When Mary got home, she .mad.@.. tea. (make) 4 When I walked in, they ......cccovercveceennnnn (talk)
1 When Isaw John, he ...cccovivciniinenannns (shop) 5 When I dropped the glass, it ........cocov... (break)
2 When John saw me, he .....ccoocveveeenrinnns (stop) 6 When I phoned him, he .....cccevrnrernnne. (work)
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test yourself past tenses

Write the simple past forms.

Make simple past sentences.

> the train / stop / at every station E§ ...[7&.RAWY.st0
> when / my letter / arrive B ..\Whew, 2Ld nuy, Letker arnve?

» the doctor / remember / my name
1 what / all those people / want &
2 all your brothers / send / birthday card
3 the baby / eat / some toothpaste this mornin
4 the teacher / answer / my question

) Make questions.

» John did something. (what) .. \NRaE AL A0T .oovoeeee e .

1 Peter telephoned. (WHY) ..cccevreeiiiniiiicinine e

2 Mary expected something. (WHaL) ......c.oceviiiiinininii i
3 Something happened. (WHAL) .....covviriiiniiinniiiiiii s

4 Somebody took the car. (who) e

) Complete the sentences with past progressive verbs.

> When [ walked in (children fight E3) ..the chitdren were fighting..................

1 At 9.00 on Sunday (we watch TV ER) .oovviiiiniiiiiiiiienn e

2 When I saw him he was holding a paper, but (read BH) ......ccoovviriniienninciiiniicnnieiecne
3 When you heard them, (they speak English Bl) .......ccocovvviiviiniiinciniiinciniiniiencnne

@ Put in simple past or past progressive verbs.

B They .50t ..o the police that they ..were.playing............. cards at 10.00. (tell; play)
1T WhenT ., out of the house I took my umbrella because
It i (go; rain) - *"’“
2 This morning I ....ccccevvvviininnviininnnne, the newspaper before I went out. (read)
3 /401 H OO the football match last night? (waich)
4 When I ..cmiininninniinecnnians into the room they ................. e
about clothes. (walk; talk)
5 At 8 oclock yesterday morning I ....ocovcvvviiininiiniinnnn, in the sea. (swim)

(3| Put verbs from the box (simple past or past progressive) into the text.

drive open pass pull run shine v/ sing start turn wait
It was a beautiful morning. The sun b was.shining........... and birds 1 ...,
About five thousand people 2 .......covvvvineiniiiiniiiinns in front of the Palace. At 10.00, the guards
3 the Palace gates, and the President’s car 4 ......cc.ocvnuiinivrvinnnenne out and
5 e left into Democracy Street. The CrOWdS 6 .....cooevvevcviiiininicieinnens to sing the
National Anthem. Then suddenly, just as the President’s car 7 .......ccecvvevvieviniiniinnnn the Ritz Hotel,
aMAN 8 soerirerinniiinnid et outin frontof it and 9 .....eceevveiiiiiiinnininne a gun from his pocket.

[@] More difficult question
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