3 talking about the future

grammar summary

There are three common ways to talk about the future in English:
» with the going to structure.
I’m really going to stop smoking.
» with the present progressive. c
I’'m seeing John.this evening.
o with will. .
Ann will be in the office from 10.00 till 2.00.
We use going to or the present progressive especially when the future has some present reality: for
example to talk about plans that we have already made.
In some cases we can use the simple present to talk about the future.
Her train arrives at 15.37. I'll phone you when | get home. (See page 221.)

pre-tést: which units do you need?

Try this small test. It will help you to decide which units you need. The answers are on page 283.

Correct (/) or not (x)?

> You eat with us this evening? .7 » 6 I'm working in London next week. ...

1 ‘There’s somebody at the door.” ‘I go.’ ... 7 The concert starts at 8.00 this evening. ...

2 Will Ann and Johnny be here tomorrow? ... 8 Mary’s going to have a baby. ...

3 I promise I write again soon. ... 9 Do you play tennis with Peter this weekend? ...
4 Look at those clouds — it will snow. ... 10 Do you think it’s raining tomorrow? ...

5 The car won't start. ... 11 I think it won't rain. ... ’
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‘It’s going to be wet again today.’
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going to  Look — it’s going to rain.

I am going to drive you are going to drive _ he/she is going to drive etc
am | going to drive? are you going to drive? is he/she going to drive? etc
| am not going to drive you are not going to drive etc

For contractions (I’'m, aren’t etc), see pages 2 and 277.

We often use going to when we can see the future in the present - when a future situation is starting,
or clearly on the way.

Look - it’s going to rain.

break the window
crash

drink coffee

have breakfast
play the piano
post a letter v
read a letter

We often use going to to talk about intentions — thmgs that people have decided .(not) to do. This
structure is common in conversation,

I’'m going to take a holiday next week. Peter’s not going to study chemistry.
What are you going to wear this evening? Lucy is going to go to France next year.

Make questions with going to.

B you / cook supper AXe Yokt 9okng. k0, 000R SRR .o,

» when / your brothers / be here \When. ave Your brothers. golng, £0.0e Nexez.......o.ovvennn..
Ann / change Rer SChOool ..o

where / you / put that PICEUI®  ..coiviviiiniiii e e
what / you / buy for Bill’s birthday ..o
Eric / play football / tOMOITOW  .iviiiiiiiiiriiiiciicieeni e e
when / you / stop STNOKIIIE  .oovvviiciiiiiiiiiiiiiiin e

Alice / 80 O UNIVEISILY  tovviiviiiiiiiiiiii e
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Ann is talking about her holiday next week. Look at the pictures and complete the

sentences.
do any work drive to Italy v~ fly v/ learn some Italian read English newspapers
stay in a nice hotel swim a lot take photos visit museums . write postcards

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: two-word verbs
Make sure you know the verbs in the box. Use a dictionary if necessary. Then look at the
pictures and complete the sentences.

plug in unplug switch on/off turn on/off turn up/down

. plug in the iron.
.. unplug the

the hair-dryer.

= For more about two-word verbs (‘phrasal verbs’), see pages 138-139.

NOTE: In informal speech (and songs), we often say gonna for going to.

-
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present progressive  What are you doing this evening?

I am working you are working he/shefit is working we/they are working
am | working? are you working? is he/she/it working? are we/they working?
I am not working you are not working he/she/it is not working

For contractions (I'm, aren’t, etc), see pages 2 and 277,

We can use the present progressive with a future meaning, especially when we talk about plans for
a fixed time and/or place. :
‘What are you doing this evening?’ 'I’'m staying in."’ Where are you going on holiday?

Joe’s coming round this evening, I'm starting a new job next week.

) Look at Bill’s diary and correct the sentences.
> He's staying in Berlin on Friday night.

1 He's seeing John Parker on Sunday afternoon.
3 He’s having dinner with Stewart on Tuesday.

................................................................................................

A friend of yours is going on holiday soon. Write questions.

B when / leave .\When ave you leaving?, .. 3 oW / t1avel oo
D> take / sister .Ave.yow.taking yoursisterz . 4 take/ dog

1 where / Stay  ocoivvieicvceeeeee e, S wWho / go WIth YOU  .ocvcvivcciiiiieecee e,
2 how 1ong / Stay .o, 6 when / come back ....cvvvivieeeieereeeeenen s

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: five professions

(Use a dictionary if necessary.) Jane is seeing five people next week, one each day: her
bank manager, her solicitor, her accountant, her dentist and her doctor. Who is she
seeing when? Fill in the table and complete the sentences.

She’s seeing her bank manager before her doctor, She’s seeing her doctor on Tuesday. She’s seeing
her dentist two days after her bank manager. She's seeing her accountant two days after her doctor.

................................................. on Monday. Monday
..................................................................... on Tuesday. Tuesday doctor
on Wednesday. Wednesday
.................................................................... on Thurfday. Thursday
S et on Friday.
Friday
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the will-future: forms [ will work. They won’t come.

B4 | l/you/he/she/it/wefthey will work
gl | will I/you/he etc work?
I/you/he etc will not work

Contractions: 1ll, you'll, etc; won‘t (= will not)

Put the words in the correct order.

> here George be will ..G80rAE WELLDE YL .. oo,
B> drive station to you the I'll
1 begin class Will the ..o et e

2 bethey' Il HOME ittt e b s

3 examination will the difficult be T think ...cc.ccvviiiiniiiiiicec s
4 walk We'll Party the t0 oot s e

5 her not speak Will T10 oottt

Make negatives () and questions (g3).

> T .won't fundsh ... this work today.’ ‘When .. Wil Yo fimish .. it? (finish)

P ‘John ... WOWE 08 s on Tuesday?’ (be)

1 1€ v, flETE At ten TWhHEN L, here?’ (be)

2 time for a sandwich?’ (have)

3 YOU v any pens in there.” ‘Where .......ccoevvvvvecerinnnne, one?’ (find)

4 ‘The children .....ccccevvvvvviviniiviinninns to school in Ely. "WHhere ......ccccoivecivvnnncreennenn. ? (g0)

5 much money if he sells that car.” How much ......cccocvveiinricnrinnnnnns ?' (get)

Be careful when questions have long subjects — the word drder does not change.
What time wiil you leave?

What time will the bus » leave?  (NOT What-time-will-leavethe-bus?)
What time will the bus for the dinner and dance leave?  (NOT Whet-time-the-bus——will-leave?)

» Make questions with will,

1 what time / tomOITOW evening’s CONCETt / SEATE? .iivviivierriiiierireneiieesisrereseensesrererssssseseesserssessessssseas
2 when / you and the family / get Dack from Paris? ......ceeccveiernerienieinienrnennirine oo
3 YOU / D€ [ NET® LOIMIOITOW? ...oovviieriirentieerieietire st e e siesassssasssresesssbassssaseaseberabesenssnsesonsstesessssesensnssssnn
4 you and your mother / be / Nere tOmOITOW? ...coicviiiicieriersiesieseereireeeeeiee et erereersreeresresssressenssrens
S where [you / be / this @VENIIIE? ...ccvieiiieiiciiiersiese st es et eb e ss st sabe st ere e et eseseerens
6 the children / have enough money / fOr the JOUITIEY? ....ccccvvcrenriveire it ssesssneees
7 how soon / you know / the answer? e ettt eer et
8 John and Susan / want / to play OIf LOIMOITOW? ...c..ceeurrririerereirnrerererearsceseiesesstsseessesssessresssessserens

NOTE: After / and we, some kp'eople say shall instead of will. The meaning'is the sarhe; wil/ is more common in
modern English. SR R : -
Contractions: I shall = I'll we shall = we’ll etc shall not — shan’t

> For shall in offers, see page 86.
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will: predicting I think it will rain tomorrow.

We use will + infinitive to predict — to say things that we think, guess or know about the future, or to
ask questions about the future.

| think it will snow tomorrow. Be quick, or you’ll miss your train.
Ann won't be here this evening. When will you know your exam results?

These are sentences from real conversations. Put in forms of will with expressions from
the box. (C: the speaker used a contraction: ‘Il or won't.)

change not snow start tell go to sleep soon
1 You make me so Uunhappy: L ....covcevccrnioninniiniiienee v crying in a moment. (C)
2 Do you think that all this MONEY ......ccoccccviirciviiirirniiniini e your life?
3 Tt i tonight, will it, John? (C)
4 And they said ‘Benjamin’s tired, 1€ .....ccoveiiriiveiinriireeececeeie e sevesseseeseeenan " (C)
S SHE it you how to do it.

We usually say / don’t think ... will, NOT [ think ... won't.
I don’t think she’ll be late. (NOT USUALLY / think she won't be late.)

B LEARR it ikl xabw tomorrow. (rair)

B LdonEthini. ... haet ., money in the post tomorrow. (get)
1o, It e s tomorrow. (snow)

2 I, a letter from America tomorrow. (get)

3 Lo, rich in ten years. (be)

4 i T, famous in ten years. (be)

S people .. English everywhere in the year 2100. (speak)

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: giving directions
Complete the letter. Put // with the verbs and put in the words from the box.

Use a dictionary if necessary.

apple trees bridge door house key old house the road v great time

Dear Pamela and Simon
To find the house: when you get to Llanbrig, drive through the town and take

B theroad ... for Caernarvon. After about 6 km, you (pass) B tPASS......cccco.... an
1 tercienreeeenrrreneeane e on the left. Immediately after that, you (come t0) 2 .......coovvvvevvvererereennn. a
bridge. Turmn left after the 3 ......ccveevivvirviveerinane, ; VEIY SOOI YOU (COME 10) 4 .eovvenrevnrirreceririarevarens
a crossroads. Go left again, and you (S€€) 5 .....c..ocvevrrvseecvrennens OUT 6 vrvvernnnnis e on the
right in about 300m. You (recogrise) 7 ....ccovivvevervrnienrvnns it because it’s got a green

B terrrerererernenintnr e rnns and four 9 ..covvveeereceevenennan, - YOu (find) 10 .ovucvereeresirieereeeenn, the

11 e eere e under a mat outside the back door.

Enjoy your holiday. I'm sure you (Have) 12 ....cccovevvvvvivevcvornennennn, 213 s

Love

Susan

> For present tenses after if, when etc ('l phone you if/when | have time), see pages 221 and 229,
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will: deciding, refusing, promising [I'll answer if.

We can use will when we decide or agree to do things, and when we talk about refusing (saying ‘no’) and
promising. We don‘t use the simple present in these cases.

OK, I really will stop smoking. - She won't speak to me. I'll phone you. (NOT +pheneyou:)
Things can 'refuse’. .

The car won't start. This pen won't write.

We often use will at the moment when we decide something.

‘There’s someone at the door.” “I'll go.” (NOT +ge:) ‘That’s the phone.” ‘I'll answer it.’

Put in words from the box withIl or won't.

do go shopping gotobed v help start stop tell ¥  wash

» I'm tired. I think I /t:.ge.te. bed... 3 My motorbike .......cccccevninnnn, ' ‘No petrol?’

» I don’t know what he wants. 4 The baby ......c.euues crying. Can you sing to her?
He .wewtteth.... us. 5 ‘There’s no food in the house.’

1 0 SO the cups; can you dry them? T !

2 ‘Can somebody post my letters?’ 6 ‘I can’t move this table.” T ....ccoveivininnn, you.’
1 TR it

It's time to change your life. Look at the ideas in the box and write six promises with will
or won’t - the most important first. :

always think before I speak be nice to everybody drive too fast
fall in love every week go for a walk every day go to bed early

learn another language / a musical instrument read more relax

smile at everybody smoke study English every day talk more slowly

talk to strangers think about myself too much work harder (your own promise)
p UL Eable more slowble e OO PO PEOU OO OTURPPRTORORRPRON
D LRyt e 500 Sk e, 4 e
T e s S bbb bbb
2 s s B e e s

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: useful expressions with 1/
Look at the expressions in the box. Use a dictionary if necessary.
Then(circle)the best answers.

I'll think about it.  I'll see. ( = Tll think about it.”)  (I'll) see you tomorrow/later.
(I'll) see you. Tl give you a ring/call. (= ‘T'll phone you.”)  I'll tell you tomorrow/later.

‘Can I use your car?’ A Tl see.” B ‘Tll see you.’

‘When do you want to play tennis?’ A ‘T'll see you tomorrow.” B ‘I'll tell you tomorrow.’
‘T've got to go now.’ A Tll see you.” B Tl think about it.’

‘“Would you like to come dancing with me?’ A ‘Tl think about it.” B ‘T'll see you later.’
‘Can we talk about it some more?’ A T'll give you aring.’ B T'll see you.’

‘Goodbye now.’ A ‘See you tomorrow.” B Tl see.’

A ok W N
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which future? will, going to or present progressive?

There are some differences between these three ways of talking about the future. The dlfferences are not e
always important; often we can use two or three dn‘ferent forms to talk about the same thing.

PREDICTIONS

Going to: we can see the future in the present Wwe see thmgs commg or startmg
Will: we think or beheve things about the future :

Look out! You’re going to break that glass!
(I can see it now.)

Don t give him a watch - he’ll break it.
(I think so, because | know him.)

Circle the best form.

> Mary(is going toY will have a baby. 3 Look - Andy is going to [ will fall off his bike!
1 Perhaps we are going to / will meet again one day. 4 I think you are going to / will love Scotland.
2 Be careful, or you are going to / will fall. 5 Look at those clouds: it’s going to / will rain.

DECISIONS. -

‘Will: we are making decisions. -  Going to: decisions are already made.
‘We've got a letter from fan.” ‘OK, I'll answer it.’
‘There are a lot of letters to answer.” ‘I know. I’m going to do them all on Tuesday.’

Put in I'll or I'm going to.
b I've decided. ... gokng k..., stop smoking.

1 ‘Tdon’t want to cook tonight.” ‘All right, then. .........c.ccovvvirnnnn. cook.’
2 ‘Thaven’t got any money.’ ‘No? OK. ....ccccccevevccrevrreninnn, pay.’
3 ‘Do you want to go out tonight?’ ‘No, ....ccccvveirreennnnnnn, wash my hair.’
4 ‘Those trousers are dirty.” ‘Really? Oh, yes, they are. .....c.cccoovevirecrennnnan wash them.’
5 'Is Ann eating with us?’ ‘Wait a minute. ......c.cceevveceerennnn. ask her.’
 PLANS

Going to and the present progressnve are often both: p055|ble when we: talk about plans
We use the present progressive mostly for fixed plans Wlth a deﬂmte tlme and/or place.
I’'m going to see Ann some time soon. I’'m meeting Pat at the theatre at 8.00,

I think John's going to study biology. Sarah’s starting university on September 17th.

n three of these sentences, the present progressive is possible. Which three?
Rewrite them with the present progressive.

Jack is going to arrive at 4.00. I'm going to learn Spanish one of these days.
I'm going to fly to Glasgow tomorrow. Al's going to tell me about his problems.
We're going to spend next week in Ireland. Are you going to answer those letters?
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simple present for future Our train leaves at 8.10.

‘We can use the simple present to talk about timeta“bles,Acinema/theat're programmes and dates.

Our train leaves at 8.10. What time does your f/ighvt arrive? The film starts at 7.30.
My birthday is on a Tuesday this year.

Make sentences.

» The flight / leave / at 9.30
» What time / the film / start
» This bus / stop / at Mill Road
The next lesson / start / at 2.00 BF ..ocooveiieiiiiiiiiiie s s
This term / end / on March 12th &
When / the concert / finish §
We / have / a lesson / next Thursday
This train / stop / at Reading
The play / start / at 8.00
What time / you / arrive / in Rome
The banks / close / at 3.00 tomorrow
The 7.15 train / stop / at every station

O 0NN e WD

Complete the sentences under the pictures.

PASSENGER COUPON

EIPT 10r1
180

WASHINGTON DULLES
UA 7705 Q 04FEB ARR15.45

00X313.18.15 I

JULUM

1 The flight .
AL s

Operator

STRATFORD-upon-AVON
Warwick ...........
Leamington Spa .....
Banbury ...........
Kings Sutton ........
Heyford .. ..........
Tackley ....... .00
Oxford

= For simple present after if, when etc, see pages 229 and 221.
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test yourself future

Write the contracted forms.
>Iam going to ..[megolng te.....
T Iwill e,

I/ cook steak / this evening
When / you / have a haircut |

N O R W N e

Make statements, questions or negative sentences with will.
1 1/ be/ here next week E3

3 Where / 1 find / the key B3
4 John / pass / his exams [
5 Ithink / the train / late B3

Make statements, questions or negative sentences with the present progressive.

> When / you / leave [ .\YNer.Are. Yo LAVINGR. ....oooooooeeeeeeoeeeeoeoeooo
1 T/ see / Andrew tOmight B .o.evevvesesovveesscceeeessessssssessnessseenesesesseesosses oo oo
2 How /you / travel t0 Ireland B ......cccooouveeveerecscsrveerersssssossssesseesoseseessesssssees oo oooooeseoesoooesee
3 1/ use/ the car tomorrow [ e resesesisesesnries et et e s e sttt e s abee s e treeee s enttesesnsen s

4 John and Sylvia / stay / with US tOMOITOW BH oo LT O
S What time / the people from London / arrive [l ........oooooceeveovseeorecrerresssesoooooooooooooeoooooe

Circle\the best form.

Ann is going to / will have a baby.

Perhaps I will see / am seeing you again one day.

‘There’s someone at the door.’ I go.” [ 'Ill go.’

I promise I tell / I'll tell you tomorrow.

I'will see / am seeing the doctor tomorrow at 10.30.

Look - Joe is going to [ will show us something interesting,
‘I don't want to drive.’ ‘OK. I'm going to / I'll drive.’
‘Shall'we go out?” ‘No, Ill / I'm going to wash my clothes.’
I think I'm taking / I'll take guitar lessons one day.
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