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ECTION 21 spoken grammar

gramimar summary

In spoken English, we often leave words out if the meaning is clear. This often happens after auxiliary verbs.
She said she would phone, but she didn’t, (= "... she didn’t phone.’)
Il finish the work as soon as | can. (= “... as soon as | can finish the work.”)

There are several common kinds of short spoken sentence made with subject + auxiliary verb:

e question tags: You're from Scotland, aren‘t ydu?

e short answers: ‘Did you see Patrick?’ ‘No, | didn‘t.’

o reply questions: ‘I've got a headache.’,'Have you? | am sorry.’
e so do I, nor can I etc: ‘I was really cold on that bus.” ‘So was 1.’

_ spoken arammar

We also often leave out infinitives (and other words) after to.
I've never seen the Taj Mahal, but I'd like to. (= "... I'd like to see the Taj Mahal.”)

And we may leave out small words (pronouns, articles, auxiliary verbs) at the beginning of sentences.
Don't know. (= ‘I don’t know.”) Train’s late. (= ‘The train’s late.”)
Been waiting long? (= ‘Have you been waiting long?”)

pre-test: which units do you need?

Try this small test. It will help you to decide which units you need. The answers are on page 284.

Correct (v) or not (x)?

Are you English, are you? ...

Eric passed his exam, didn’t he? ...

There weren’t enough chairs, were there? ...

1 didn't like the party much.’ ‘Didn’t you? ...

‘Can you swim?’ ‘Yes, I do.’ ...

‘My father plays a lot of tennis.’ ‘So mine does.’ ...

The President didn’t answer my letter, and neither did the Foreign Minister. ...
I haven'’t seen many films this year, but my sister has seen. ...

‘Can you walk a bit faster?’ ‘I'm trying to.’ ...

Lost your key? ...
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*‘It’s all coming back to me now.
We were married once, weren’t we?’
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uestion tags  This music isn’t ver e00d, 1s 117
O /7

Question tags are short questions that can follow sentences, especially in spoken English.
We make question tags with auxiliary verb (have, be, can etc) + pronoun (J, you etc).

We use question tags to ask if something is true, or to ask people to agree with us,

You haven't got my keys, have you? Ann will be here tomorrow, won't she?

This music isn‘t very good, is it? That child can run fast, can’t he?

Question tags are usually negative after affirmative (E) sentences, and not negative after negative
sentences. We don’t put question tags after questions.

It is warm, isn‘t it? It isn‘t cold, is it? (BUT NOT-fs-ft-cold—isn’tit?)
Negative tags are usually contracted (see page 277) - for example isnt jt? (NOT USUALLY s jt not?)
The negative tag for / am is aren’t 17 (see page 277)

I'm late, aren’t 17

&

) Question tag or nothing (-)? Circle the correct form.,

>T'm late, am I? f@ren’t I2Y - ?
> You can't swim,(an you?)/ can’t you? / - ?
> Has Ann phoned has she? / hasn’t she? /@
1 You'll be here tomorrow,
will you? / won’t you? /- ?
2 The postman hasn’t come,
has he? / hasn’t he? /- ?

Are you ready aré you? / aren’t you? /-2

It's dark in here, is it? / isn‘t it? /- ?

He can’t speak Greek, can he? / can’t he? /=?
The train’s late, is it? /isn't it? /=2 ,
The food wasn'’t bad, was it? /wasn'tit? /- ?
Have you done it have you / haven’t you? /- ?
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If the sentence has an auxiliary verb or be, we use this in the question tag.

You would like coffee, wouldn't you? I’m not talking too fast, am 17
Ann doesn’t eat meat, does she? You aren’t angry with me, are you?

If there is no auxiliary verb, we use do/does/did in the tag.
They went to Spain, didn’t they? The lesson starts at 6.00, doesn’t it?

Here are some sentences from real conversations. Put in the question tags.

P> You're playing football tomorrow, arew’t, YO e,
That’s the answer, .........ccoooovvveiireoooo

We're seeing Rebecca again LOMOITOW, .vveiiveiieiici it seser e
She’s a 1ovely baby, ..........c.ooueecovevireooooro

You'll be OK, ..oooovvvrneervvieneeeeerooo, , Roger?

Your brother can tell us that, .o
Margaret likes brown bread, .............coovovvoeovoooooo

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

1 But he’s not at school TIOW, ot

2 You can’t remember anything, .......ceeeeceivererei .,
3 They don’t use much electriCity, ...........cooovvooovvveiiooor
4 She doesn’t 100k happy, .............coccverorrovooo

-
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73 Change these questions into statements with question tags.

» Do you work at Smith’s? . Y2LWeXR AESnEIE, AONE LOUT i,
Have they lived in France? They've
Did they all go home early? ................
Did it rain all Jast WEEK?  .iiiiviiiiiiiiiiiit e
Does her brother write for the newspapers7 ................................................... e s e
DO TTIEEA @ VISA?  1ivveeierirereiredeiiteeeereaemseesbenaereeiuneensesssastaatss e sasasnss et betanbsseR b b e aab b s e b b et b e e s s bt e bt et o nnbesrens
Would you like a holiday? .o
Was the train 1ate? ..o, U OO VPSP P O P OO TP PUPOTRTRTORO
Did Sarah forget your birthday? ......... PRRTR e reeerreeeteieteesireee s erbee st ee et e s e an s e s b et s e rae s s e abees

NNk W e

We can use there as a subject in question tags.
There’s a letter for me, isn’t there? There weren't any problems, were there?

Put in the question tags.

1 There was a phone call for me, .......coocvviiiiiiiiiinnnn.

2 There are six more 1eSS0nS this YEar, «.....cvivvrvrerererererrnrreeersenne.
3 There’s a meeting this afternoon, ...,

4 There hasn't been any snow this year, .......ccooevvnnnen,

5 There weren’t many people at the party,

If a tag asks a real question, we say it with a rising intonation: the music of the voice gbes up.
If a tag just asks for agreement, we use a falling intonation: the voice goes qown:

4 It’s cold, 1sn’t 1t7

2 Your sister’s gone to America, hag}i yshe? 5 You're from Scotland, aregﬁﬁou”
3 Bill’s a good singer, 1sn‘th}e7 6 She looks good in red, doesn’t: she?

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: seven things from the office
What would you ask if you were not sure of the names of the things in the pictures?

B stapler 1 paperclips 2 diary 3 hole-punch 4 address 5 rulers 6 calculators

book
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short answers  Ves, T hiaye. No, they didn’t.

To answer just ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ is not always very polite.
We often prefer answers with pronoun (J, you etc) + auxiliary verb (be, have, can etc).
The auxiliary verb in the answer is usually the same as the one in the question.

"Are you coming?” "Yes, | am,’ ‘Have you phdned home?’ Yes, | have,’
‘Can Ellie speak Spanish?’ ‘No, she can’t’ 'Did you watch the match?” ‘No, | didn*t’
“Negative () short answers are usually contracted (see page 277): can t, didn‘t etc,
Affirmative (&) short answers are not contracted: we don't say Yes—+m or Yes—shes, for example,

» Do you like jazz?' ‘Yes, ldo... ... . ! 5 ‘Does your brother like sport?’
> ‘Are they coming home?” ‘No, .thew arent, s "NO, eeevveeves ’
1 Isit 1aining?’ 'No, ........oovevrriv ! 6 ‘Do you want tickets?’ YeS, v !
2 'Has Joe phoned?’ "NO, oo, ! 7 ‘Would your mother like coffee?’
3 ‘Do the children understand?’ NO, oo !
G ! 8 Was the film interesting?’
4 ‘Can I go now?’ A [C R !
NO, oo, ! 9 'Are you 1€ady?’ ‘NO, ..cvrvvvrersrr !

Give your own personal short answers to these questions.

» ‘Do you like coffee?’ YESLARL Ne, L dowt s s your English getting better?” ...
1 ‘Are you thinking in English now?” ............... 6 ‘Have you been to New York? .o,
2 ‘Do you live in a town?” ... 7 ‘Did you watch TV yesterday?’ ..o
3 ‘Do you speak French?” ... 8 'Can you sWim?’ ...
4 I8 It TaINing NOW?” ...oovvvr

We can use short answers to agree or disagree with things that people say.

‘It’s hot today. ‘Yes, it is.’ “You didnt buy bread.’ Yes, I did,’ ‘The train’s late.’ ‘No, it isn't,’
If there is no auxiliary verb, we use do/does/did in the short answer,

‘Her hair looks nice,” "Yes, it does,

Write short answers to agree or disagree. - —

1 You're early. NO, oo, ! 4 ‘The lesson starts at 5.00." 'NO, evvvvererern, !
2 Tt’s cold.” ‘Yes, ..o ! S ‘Bill didn’t phone.’ YeS, oo, !

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: things that people can do
Answer with ‘Yes, I can’ or ‘No, I can‘t’,

1-Can you knit? ............c.oo...... S Canyou dive? ... e
2 Can you cook? ... 6 Can you draw? ...
3 Canyou skate? ... 7 Can you Shoot? ...
4 Can you repair cars? ... 8 Canyouride a horse? .................
IR = Ah
Jxs 9 == RS\ vﬁ %\ |
knit cook skate repair cars dive draw shoot  ride a horse
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replyquestions Oh, yes? Did they really?

In conversation, we often ask short questions (auxiliary verb + pronoun) to show interest.
I've just had a letter from Eric.” ‘Have you?’ ‘Yes. He says he’s coming back ...’

These ‘reply questions’ are not really questions: they mean ‘Oh, yes? That's interesting.’
Some more examples: :

‘John’s getting married.” ‘Is he really? Who to?’
‘Ann and Peter had a lovely time in Greece.” ‘Did they?’ Yes. They went ...’

We answer negative sentences with negative reply questions.
‘I can’t see very well with these glasses.” ‘Can’t you? Maybe you should get new ones.’

&

Put the beginnings and ends together, and put in reply questions.

1 ‘Oliver didn’t eat much.’ A Ridnther. ... Perhaps he’s ill.’ &
2 ‘I don’t like this bread at all.’ B e I hope they’re having a good time.” ..
3 ‘The Smiths are in America.’ C i, I'll get a different kind next time.’ ...
4 'My French is getting very bad.’ D i When'’s he going to bring it back?’ ...
5 ‘Tohn'’s taken the car.’ E o, I'll have a look at them.’ ...
6 ‘I can’t understand these papers.’ |F  ‘ioccoveirevesennan, You need to go to France for

a few weeks.’ ...

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: showing our feelings
Complete the sentences with reply questions and expressions from the box. Use a
dictionary if necessary. Different answers are possible.

Congratulations. Good luck. I am sorry. I don'’t believe it. v
Say ‘hello’ to him/her for me. That’s interesting. That'’s terrible.
That’s a surprise. What a nuisance, What a pity.

B> ‘The Swiss have declared war on America.’,Have. they? L don e believe Lo o,

‘Some trees can 1ive for thOUSANAS OF YEATS. ...vivieviceeeiiiitec e iieeeeses e resse s es s essos s
John didn’t get INt0 UNIVEISIEY. ......ocovvurieririninireiniiieie st seeeseess e eesesss e e ssesees s ss oo

O 0Ny R W
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revision of spoken question and answer structures

QUESTION TAGS ] SHORT ANSWERS l REPLY QUESTIONS

Itis.., isn’tit? ‘Are you ...?’ ‘No, I’'m not.’ ‘I'm..." "Are you?’

lam ..., aren’t |7 "Has she ...?’ ‘Yes, she has." ‘He’s ..." "Has he?’

She has ..., hasn’t she? ‘Do they ...7’ ‘Yes, they do.’ ‘They like ..." 'Do they?’
They like ..., don’t they? "Are we ...7’ ‘No, we aren‘t.’ ‘We're ...” "Are we?’

We arent ..., are we? ‘He wasn't ...” ‘No, he wasn't,’ ‘She wasn't ..." 'Wasn't she?’
He didn't ..., did he? ‘She didn‘t ..." ‘Yes, she did.’ ‘He didn’t ..." ‘Didn’t he?’

Circle the best answer,

P Ann can'’t sing at all, / she can’t,

‘I'm worried about Peter.” ‘You are?’/ ‘Are you?' / ‘Aren’t you?’
"Joe didn’t phone yesterday.” / ‘Joe phoned yesterday.’ ‘Didn’t he?’
‘I'm feeling ill.” / ‘I'm not feeling well.’ ‘Are you?’

‘Does John need help?’/ ‘John needs help.’ ‘Does he?’

Do you remember David, / You don’t remember David, do you?
‘T've got a headache.” ‘You haven’t.’ / ‘You have.’ / ‘Have you?'
They can stay with us, they can’t? / can’t they? / can they?

1
2
3
4
S
6
7

ead the conversation, and put in question tags (QT), short answers (SA) or reply
questions (RQ).

QT ‘Hello, Carol. Lovely day, p .iswtitz !
SA BoYes s How are you?’
‘Well, I've got a problem.’
RQ b tave your What's the matter?’
QT ‘You remember my brother’s boy Bill, 1....coveveviereriennn, !
SA; QT 2 e He went to Australia, 3..............o.oco.oo.... !
SA NO, 4., He went to Canada. Anyway, he’s coming back to England.’
RQ LS e That’s nice.’
‘Well, yes, but he wants to stay with me.’
RQ ‘Oh, 6, Is that the problem?’
SA 7 s I'm not very happy about it.’
RQ; QT U8 et Why? You like Bill, 9......oocoovvvvoooo ’
SA 10 i, - very much.’
QT ‘And you've got a lot of room in that big house, 11 ...oceeeevrrnnn, !
SA 12 i, Butwould you like to have a young man living in your house all
the time?’ '

‘No, I suppose not.’
"Well, I don’t know what to do. I'm really very worried.’

RQ 13 e, Would you like some advice?’
SA Ui, !
‘Tell him the truth. Say you like him a lot, but you don’t want people in your house.’
QT ‘T can’t say that, 15.......oooeovevevii !
SA 16 i, He’ll understand. I'm sure of it.’
RQ 17 et I 'don’t know. Anyway, I'll think about it.’
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leaving out words  Don’t know if she has.

We often use just an auxiliary verb instead of repeating a longer expression, if the meaning is clear. This
happens in question tags, short answers and reply questions (see pages 266-269), and in other sentences too.

‘Get up!’ ‘I am.’ (= 'l am getting up.’) ~ Come round tomorrow evening, if you can
| haven't seen that film, but my brother has (NOT ..-but-my-brotherhas-seer.)
We use do/does/didif there is no other auxiliary verb to repeat.
David said he knew the address, but he didn‘t really.
LS

Make these sentences more natural by crossing out unnecessary words.

P You said it wasn’t raining, but it 1s raining.

1 He thinks I don’t understand, but I do understand.

2 ‘You’d better eat something.’ ‘I have eaten something.’

3 Alice said she would lend me her car, but I don't think she will lend me her car.
4 Fric was sure he would pass his exam. I hope he has passed his exam,

5 ‘Will you write to me every day?’ ‘Of course I will write to you every day.’

6 I can’t help you today, but I can help you tomorrow.

We often use to instead of a longer expression, if the meaning is clear.

‘Would you like to stay with us next weekend?’ ’I'd love to.’ (= ‘I'd love to stay with you.”)
I don't play tennis, but | used to. ‘Are you going to Scotland this summer?’ ‘We hope to.’

Complete the sentences, using the words in the box with to.

I'dlike It’s starting I'm trying «+ Tused she didn’t want  Sorry, I forgot — They hope

B ‘Can’t you go faster?’ ...l brgbng o ...

‘Are Sue and Dave getting married this year?’ .......ccoieiiiicinienn.
T asked her to dance, but .......cocevvmmimveiiiininnn

T've never learnt to sKki, but .....ceeeveviiviiiiminin,

1 don't speak German very well now, but ...........coein e
‘Did you remember to phone Liz?’ ..o,

Ts it 1aining?’ oo,

N ok W N

In conversation, people may leave out ‘small words’ (for example pronouns, articles, auxiliary verbs) at
the beginnings of sentences. :

Must go now. Can't help you, sorry. Don't know. Car’s not going well.
Seen Bill? (= ‘Have you seen Bill?") Nobody here. (= 'There’s nobody here.”)

) Write the complete sentences.

1 Couldn’t understand what he wanted from ME. .....ociceeeriiiiiiiii i e e
Doesn’t know what she’s doing. ..o

Bus 18 1ate again. ...

Speak FIench? ..o s

Haven'’t seen thelll. ... ecssssserens

DON’t THINK SO. tvevirrirreeiriirresiieseesresirercessenseensescnsssntsssssreessesues

N b W N

<> For sentences where we leave out that, see pages 241 and 246.
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So am I. Nor can Pat.

To say that A is/does the same as B, we can use so + auxiliary verb (be, have, can, etc) + subject (note
the word order). :

‘I'm hungry.’ ‘So am 1.’ (NOT Se-tam’) Sue’s stopped her lessons, and so has Eric

If there is no auxiliai‘y verb to repeat, we use do/does/did.
‘My brother works in the theatre.” ‘So does my cousin

J Complete the sentences, using so.

> "My job’s boring.” (B8 mine) ‘So.bs. W, oovvvvoooo
B 'My room gets very cold at night.’ ( mine) .30, G068 IAENL! oo
1 'Ann is very interested in history.’ (E§ Alice) .......... PP

‘My grandfather plays golf all day.’-
‘T can swim under water.’ (B3
‘Peter wants a bicycle for Christmas.’ (B3
‘Joe has just got married.’

ok WwoN

In negative sentences we use neither or nor + auxiliary verb + subject.

‘I'm not working today.’ ‘Neither am 1.” ‘Mary can’t drive.” ‘Nor can Pat.’
Bill doesnt like the boss, and neither does Jan.

Complete the sentences, using neither/nor.

B Joe didn’t play very well, and (& the others) .ox. aidl the.okhers OR metther did the others,
1 The soup wasn't very good, and (&
2 'Bill hasn’t phoned yet.’ (3 1€) ettt e oeooooo

‘This dictionary doesn’t show pronunciation.’ (
‘I can’t cook.’ (|
His parents won't help him, and

o W

We can use short sentences (subject + auxiliary verb) to say that A is not the same as B_

" 'm not going to school today.” I am.”  Some people don't like modern art, but I do
I like this music.’ ' don’t.’ The food was cheap, but the drinks weren’t

Complete the sentences with expressions from the box.

her second one her sister my car my father «~
our dog the back door the green ones v the train

1 ‘My car doesn'’t use a lot of PELTOL” oottt
2 ‘Mary has passed all her exams.’ YES, DUL coovote e
3 Most dogs can SWIm, DUt ...........cooveeenrerevvveeeeereressesooooo

4
5 The front door wasn’t open, but ............ooovverooovoooooooo
6
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ook at the table and write sentences.

LIKES HAS BEEN PLAYS CAN SKI (S TALL LAUGHS

' , DANCING | TO AMERICA TENNIS ALOT

ERIC v X v 4 X v

JULIE / 4 X X X 4

PAUL X ¥ ¥ v/ b4 ¥

DAN v/ v v v 4 v

DENISE X /oo« X x v X

RACHEL v v X X v v
> (Eric, Dan, dancing) ...Erke Wes davnelng, Qe $0 4088 PAW. .ovvvvcccvcviviirinisinisisss s
b (Julie, Rachel, ski) .....Jukbe.ean/t sk, el e oA RANEL. .o
b (Julie, Denise, laugh) ...lvbie Lavahs a Lok, but Randse dossbo i,
b (Bric, Julie, America) ...Erke naswt beew ke Amsarken, BUE I NAS. s
1 (EFIC, DA, TEAMES) vvvvevvveeusisesesssesesscassas s s LTS e
2 (Julie, DeniSe, FAIL) cuvvvviviiiiniisensiesbesie et s
3 (Dentise, PAul, TAUGR) .....coovumiiiuemiitseisismt ettt s
4 (DA, RACHEL SKI) oereevueiiimniistessissses et b e
5 (Julie, Denise, ATHETICA) ..c.covvueuivrisseuesersststseher st L LSS
6 (EFC, PAUL TAI1) evoceirrereeiviiiseit sttt
7 (Julie, DAR, TEAMIS) ..c.vuuviieiiierissesesisies et 8 L
8 (Paul, RACHEL, QANCINZ) cevvvveveevevversssssenesessesssisiss s s s

) Here are some facts about Mike and Katy. Are you the same as them, or different? Write
your answers, using So am |, Neither/Nor do 1, | have, | can't, etc.

b Katy has got blue eyes. ...S0.1ave [ OR ! naven's.. .. Do ysu tind potatoes
> Mike doesn’t like fish. ...\ 740, QR Nerdo L ... interesting. 7. No
1 Katy is interested in POItics. ... & / Y
2. Mike has been t0 TeXas. ....ccveeerrererneeniecinoninninin wdlh;;,/
3 Katy cam SING. .ovoevvieremenreireiiiiiin ‘ Ao I!
4 Mike likes 0ld MUSIC. vivviiiierniierireeein -
5 Katy speaks French. ...,
6 Katy isn't very fall. ..o
7 Mike hasn’t got much hair. ...
8 Katy can’t drink milK, ..ocooenneniiiiiie
9 Mike doesn’t like hot weather. ...,
10 Mike doesn’t understand cOMPULEIS. ...

We can also use too or not either to say that A is/does the same as B.

I'm hungry.” ‘I am too.” Lucy hasn't written, and Carol hasn't either.

In informal conversation we often ‘say Me too instead of So do I, I do too etc.
‘I've got a headache.’ ‘Me too.” (NOT “-afse-’)
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test yourself spoken grammar

Put in the question tags.

> It’s a nice day, b/ 2., 3 You haven't got the keys, .....................
1 You can play the piano, ..................... 4 Peter likes fishing, .....................
2 Ann will be here tomorrow, ..................... 5 There wasn’t much rain in the night, ................ .

Change these questions into statements with question tags.

1 Have they gone Home? THey'Ve ........ccccccovumiimivveeceevescesssiienssssssssiosooeseseoeeesesss oo
2 DO We NEd HEKELS? wovvviiioverreiiiietisnssnssss e esieesiss e stsss oo ees e

1 “Was Mary at home?’ ‘NO, w.ovovevevvviinn ! Ao !

B T've just passed my exam.’ . ;1ave Youz. . ... Congratulations.’

1 "Mary’s getting a new job.” “.....cococovvvevcooern, I hope she likes it.’

2 'Joe and Pat moved to London in March.’ “..........ooovoooooon I didn’t know.’

3 My father can speak four languages.’ “..........c.ocooovvvovin.) He must be very clever.’
4 ‘We were all ill after the club dinner.” ‘............ooooooooonn. That’s terrible.’

S ‘I'won’t be here next week.” ‘u.....ccoovrverevoen, Come and see us the week after,’

) Complete the sentences with So am I, Nor/Neither do I, etc.

P Arthur has gone home, and (g3
1 Oliver can run very well and (% Susan)
The 3.15 train hasn’t arrived yet, and
‘I wasn’t happy at school.” (B I)......
Ken didn’t come to the lesson, and (
Peter likes travelling, and (B4 his DIOTRET) ..ttt oo

Do W

Make these sentences more natural by crossing out unnecessary words.

> You said you weren't late, but you were date.

1 She saiys I don't love her, but I do love her.

2 "You should phone Aunt Lucy.’ ‘I have phoned Aunt Lucy.’

3 Robert thought that he would get rich fast, but T don’t think he will get rich fast.
4 'Help me.’ 'I'm trying to help you.’ :

Write the complete sentences.

1 Car won't start. Don’t know why. .The.ear wan/t.start, | ..o
2 ‘Seen my mother today?’ ‘Don’t think so.’

‘ 2t }
3 Sorry, can’t come in Nere. .......coocveriirneieiireeneseeeee oo
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