ECTION 20 prepositions

grammar summary

above across against along at behind between by . down during
for from in in front of into near off on opposite out of over
past round through to under until/till up

Some prepositions are difficult, because they have more ‘than one meaning. (A preposition in one language
often has several different translations into apother language.)

In this section, we explain and practise the most important prepositions: those that we use to talk about
time, place and movement. .

= For since and for, see page 61.

> For the place of prepositions in questions, see page 137; in passives, see page 101; with relative pronouns, see page 242,
= For -ing forms after prepositions, see page 132.

= For verbs followed by prepositions, see page 136.

= For lists of common expressions with prepositions, see pages 278-279.

pre-test: which units do you need?

Try this small test. It will help you to decide which units you need. The answers are on page 284,

Correct () or not ()?

B I'll see you on Tuesday afternoon. ¥. 8 She felt ill during the journey. ...

1 What are you doing on next Thursday? ... 9 There was a notice in the door that said

2 Are you going away at Christmas? ... ‘CLOSED". ...

3 She was born at April 6, 1998. ... 10 I'll wait for you at the cinema. ...

4 We played tennis from 2.00 till 6.00. ... 11 When did you arrive to the station? ...

5 Can you clean this jacket until Saturday? ... 12 There’s a supermarket in front of our house. ...

6 What time does the lesson start? .., 13 Twalked across the street and into the station. ...
7 Can I speak to you during a few minutes? ... 14 A bird flew through my window. ...

f
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at, in and on (time)

We use at with clock times.

I'll see you at 4.15, The plane leaves at six. Call me at lunchtime.

But we say What time...?, NOT USUALLY At what time ...7
What time is the film?

We use on with days, dates and expressions like Monday morning and
Friday afternoon.

I'll be at home on Tuesday. We get up late on Sundays,

The meeting’s on June 23rd. I'm always sleepy on Monday mornings.
I had to work on Christmas Day.

Put in at or on.

1 What are you doing ............ Saturday?

2 Can you wake me ............ 6.307

3 The classes start ............ September 8th.

4 T'll be at work late ............ Tuesday morning.

S I'have my guitar lessons ............ 10.00 ............ Wednesdays.
6 She got married ............ Easter Monday.

7 My new job starts ............ April 17th.

8 Can we meet ............ lunchtime ............ Tuesday?

We say in the morning, in the afternoon, in the evening, but at night.

She was born at 6.16 in the morning. I work best in the evening.
This street is very quiet at night.

We use in with weeks, seasons, months, years and centuries.

We're going to Denmark in the first week of May.

I always get unhappy in the winter. My birthday’s in March,
Shakespeare died in 1616.

There were terrible wars in the 17th century.

We say at the weekend, at Christmas, at Easter.
What are you doing at the weekend? Did you go away at Christmas?

Put in in, at or on.

1 We all went to Wales ............ the weekend.
2 T usually go skiing ............ February.
3 She finished school ............ 1996.
4 My mother usually comes to stay ............ Christmas,
5 Idon't like driving ............ night,
6 Our garden looks wonderful ............ the spring.
7 1usually stop work ............ 5.00 e, the afternoon.
8 I'll finish university ............ June.
9 Ilastsaw her ............ 1998.
10 Carola was born ............ 8.25 i the evening ............
Thursday 17th April 2000.
11 I'm never hungry eatly ............ the morning.
12 Tt gets very hot here ............ the summer.

William
Shakespeare
1564 - 1616
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We don't use prepositions before common expressions with this, next, last and every.

What are you doing this afternoon? Goodbye. See you next week.
Bill was here last Tuesday. We go on holiday to the same place every year.

oday is Wednesday March 15th 2002. Rewrite the sentences using this, next, last and
every.

> I met her i1 2001, L EE N0 LASEUSAT ittt bttt en e
1 TH see YOU 011 March 22114, ..ot s
It rained non-stop fiom March 6th to March 1210, ..ot
Business was bad in February 2002. ...... y eSSt b bt
Shall we go out on March 15th in1 the eVENiNg? ...ttt et e sae s
We're going to America in APFIL 2002 .vooviviiiiiiniiiini e s
AND had a car Crash 0 MArch 8L, .......ooveovveoreeeeeeesesseesssesonessosssesss s ssss s sssssssssssssssessssssssssssons
I'm going to change my job {11 2003. .....c.oviiiiiiiiiii e
My holiday is in August 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 IC. .....ccvviririimniiniinioiiinsnieneeseneneeens
I've spent too much money already i1 March. ......cocoiiiiiiiii e

The new school will be opent it March 2003. ......cceociiiiiiiiniiiiiii s s snre s

O 00 N OO W N

s
<

To say how long it takes to finish something, we use in.
They built our house in three months. Your soup will be ready in ten minutes.

My Australian friend Sheila is saving money because she wants to buy a sports car. She is
saving $1 a day, starting tomorrow.

> When will she have $2 in her savings account? ....[ntwe. days. .ovveeeeeneee.
1 When will she have $57 ..o cercieenenns '

2 When will she have $7? TN @ ccccveeeeennniniiinccinnienneen.

3 When will she have $147 ....ccoooiviininieeriinereeecnnennsienns

4 When will she have $307 .o,

5 When will she have $3657 ....c.ooivivviiiiniiinnicnn,

6 The car costs $36,500. When will she have 11?7 ....cccvvvcenvicieeinciiiinnnonnen,

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: dates

WE WRITE WE SAY

1999 nineteen ninety-nine :

17(th) March 2002 the seventeenth of March, two thousand and two
OR March 17(th) 2002 March the seventeenth, two thousand and two

OR 17.3.(20)02
OR 17/3/(20)02
American English: 3.17.2002  March (the) seventeenth, two thousand (and) two

Say these dates:
1 21.3.1999 2 14 February 1960 3 July 28 1846 4 6/5/03 5 May 9 1984

- PREPOSITIONS 255




from ... to, until and by

We use until or till (informal) to say when an action or situation ends.
We played football until 5 o’clock. I'll be in London till Thursday.

Complete the sentences with until or till and expressions from the box.

the age of 14 July lunchtime six o’clock in the morning v Saturday the end J

2 Granny’s coming on Monday for a few days. She’s gOINgG t0 STAY ...c.ovvvuivviveveeieenerereecreieers e
3 When I was young, you had to go to school e s

We can give the beginning and end of an action or situation with from ... to/until/till.
I worked from 8.00 to 6.00 yesterday. We'll be away from July 16 until/till August 4,

Make sentences about John’s Sunday morning with to, till or until.
P read paper / 7.30 / 8.00  tHg.reqd the pAper frome ZB0 50 8:00: oo

1 washed €ar / 8.00 7/ 9.00 oottt et et et et e et et ettt ee s
2 talked to woman next doOT / 9.00 / 9,15  ooveoiiiieeeet e ettt et
3 played tennis / 10.00 / 11,00 ...ciiiiiiiiicniireniiinieeee ettt et eae v eseteseresss oot r e eresns
4 talked to friends / 11.00 / 11.30 oo s cten st eseroneneeeeeneeeesesseressnessresesssssssresesseeses
S went for @a Walk / 11.30 / 12045 oottt est e s e e e ettt ettt

Write two sentences with from ... to/till/until about things you did yesterday.

We use by ( = ‘not later than') to say that something happens at or before a certain moment.

UNTIL BY
You can keep the car until Sunday. You really must bring it back by 12.00 on Sunday.

A

) Put in by or until.

1 This book must go back to the library ........ocoveirnennnn, Tuesday.

2 The film g0€S O ..cocevcvvvirvnrinrnrnnn, 9.30.

3 Can you finish painting the room .......c..ooovevvenenee... Friday?

4 If I give you this coat to clean, can you do it ....ccceevvveviernenen. tomorrow?
S I'must find some money .........ccevivvvrennn.. the end of the week.

6 Can you wait for my answer .......c..ccecovvveinnnnn, tonight?
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for, during and while

For + period tells you hew long; during tells you when.
I slept for 20 minutes during the lesson.

The journey lasted for three days. There was a rainstorm during the night.
Put in for or during. !
1 Tlived in MexXico ....occovmniinniiiinnin, Six years.
2 Igotaheadache ..o the examination.
3 We visited Kyéto ............................ our holiday in Japan.
4 The electricity went off ..o lerieeiennee tWo BOUTS .iovvveriiiiiiiiiinnien, the afternoon.
5 Alex and his wife met ..o the war.
6 Could I talk to yOU ..oovvviviiiiiiiiiininnen. a few minutes?
7 Tusually get a lot of phone calls .......coccvvvreiiininnins the morning.
8 She and her boyfriend have been together ............cooeeiininin. a long time.

During is a preposition: we use during + noun. ;

While is a conjunction: we use while + subject + verb (often past progressive - see page 49).
They got into the house during the night. They got into the house while | was asleep.

He got ill during the journey. He got ill while he was travelling.

Change the expressions.

> during the meal (I /eat) WAL LWAS LA ..o

b while I was travelling (journey) .AWbng BAEJOUINEY. ...

1 during the game (they / play) ....ccevvviviiniiinnnnns et s et sa e ne s

while we were listening (JESSOM)  .oooveecerivnciernerrecreesrcn ettt bt
while they were fighting (War) ...
during her lesson (7€ /teach)  .....ccovvinievieininin it e
during his speech (e / SPeak) .oovvviniiiiiini e
during the conversation (they / talk)  ...oviivivininiid SO PP OP PPN UPPUPTPURTR
while she was in hospital (IlI1155) ...
during the sNOWSTOIIL (i / STIOW)  .ooiiviiiiiiiiir ettt siesiens

0NN ol W

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: useful expressions with for
Look at the expressions in the box, and choose suitable ones to complete the sentences.
Different answers are possible.

for a moment for a minute or two  for a few minutes  for an hour or so (= ‘about an hout’)
for a couple of hours  for a long time  for ages  for years and years  forever  for life

1 They waited ..o , but the bus didn’t come.

2 Twill 1oVe YOU .evviviiiiiiiiiiiii i,

3 Could Italk to FOU .cocvvivriniiiiiiiiiiiii e ?

4 I played tennis .......cocovvvriivinniniinin, and then went home.

S5 Twent to SIEeD ..cvviiiiiiii during the opera.

6 She usually stops work at 11 0’clock ..., and has a cup of coffee.
7 Toften watch TV ..o, before I' go to bed.

8 They put him in prison ...,
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in and on (place)

on the\ ceiling

~on the floor

on the wall

'in the box <

We use in with 3-dimensional spaces like boxes, rooms, towns or countries.
We use on with 2-dimensional surfaces like floors, tables, walls or ceilings.

‘Where’s Joe?’ ‘In the kitchen.’ There’s nothing in the fridge. Ann’s in Poland,
Why are all those papers on the floor? The church has wonderful paintings on the ceiling.
She had photos of all her family on the wall,

People are in clothes. Clothes and jewellery (ear-rings etc) are on people,
Who is the man in the grey suit? That sweater looks good on you. She had a ring on every finger.

...................... aplate 8

We say in a book, in the newspaper, in a story (BUT on a page); in a street,
Is there anything interesting in the paper? Her photo is on page 4. They live in Park Street.

Put in words from the boxes with in or on.

children’s stories « her first finger -my diary the office the roof of the car the cupboard

> . ehildren's stories , animals can talk.

1 ‘Are you free next Tuesday?’ Tust a minute, IL 00K ....ovcueevvvveeeoeesoseoooeoeoooooooooeoooo !
2 I8 5andra .o today?

3 She had a wonderful diamond TINgG ..........eceeeverevermrsosoooeoooeos

4 ‘Where’s the salt?’ ......ccccoooerviviviieiierereecseeeee,

S The cat likes t0 SIEED ...covvvurevirieiicerieeceeeeeeee oo,

a little ﬁllage his T-shirt my pocket a piece of paper the wall your car

6 Don't [eave YOUL KEYS w.ovvveruiririiiiirieeeeeeseeeseeees e when you get olt.
7 e it said ‘Aberdeen University Football Club’,
8 She had pictures of POP SINEETS .v.v.vveeveevreireereeeooeeeeeeooeeseoeoen in her room.
9 They Ve ..o, near Belfast.

10 Twrote her address ........coceevierviiineeeeeesessenereein and put it

Note that we say in a car BUT on a bus/train/plane/ship.
Granny arrived in a taxi, as usual. I'm leaving on the 4.15 train.
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at (place) oo g O
LONDON Paddington < |
Ealing Broadway e-. . . . ;
Slough ............
Maidenhead ........
Twyford ............
Reading ....... dep
Tilehurst ...........
Pangboutne ........
Goring & Streatlsy . ...
Wallingford &= . ...
Chalsey ...........
Didcot Parkway ..

The train stops
at Slough, Reading
and Didcot.

'l meet you at the cinema.

- 4
We often use at to show where something happens — for example, with meeting places or points on a

journey.

I'll see you this evening at Sarah’s house. You have to change planes at Karachi.

I saw Ann waiting at the bus stop. Turn left at the next corner. ) _

We often use at with words for things that people do, or the places where they do them.

at a football match at breakfast, lunch etc at a restaurant at work at the office
at the theatre at the cinema at the station at a party at (the) college/university

) Put in words from the box with at.

a Chinese restaurant a theatre breakfast the cinema
work the party the station the traffic lights

> Paul crashed his car because he didn’t stop .46 2.HACRE HANES: oo,

1 Are there any g00d filNS w...cocvvviiiiiiiiiie e this week?

2 Her train was terribly late — I spent hours Waitiig .....o.cvvevvevniiiiiiieiieenieenieiieierccreeseesnesieseeannes

3 WL YOU D& .iiviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiec e seene e at Mike’s house on Saturday?

4 We had a really good meal .....c.cccoveeviiiiiiiiiiiiieniiecn e in Park Street last night.

5 Isaw my first Shakespeare play ...t et in a small town in
Ireland.

6 The boss doesn’t let us take personal phone Calls .....c.coceoieriniriienre e eeerereenenns

7 Helen never says anything ........ccccoevveviiverineennan S et ea because she’s still asleep.

We often use at with the top, the bottom, the side, the beginning and the end.
My room’s at the top of the house. Begin at the beginning.

Put in at the top, at the bottom etc.

1 Their house is dOWI ...oiviicviniiiiininiiincee e of the hill.

2 Inever have any MONEY ..cviieiieiniiiiiicenns of the month.

3 Istopped for a minute ... of the stairs to have a rest.

4 The best fruit is alWays ... of the tree, where you can'’t get it.
. 5 Maria wasn’t there ..o e of the lesson; she came in late.

Sometimes in and at are both possible. We prefer at when we are thinking about the activity — what we
do in the place — and in when we think about the place itself, o

We had lunch at the station restaurant. It was very hot in the big dining room,
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other prepositions of place

above  against  behind  between by infrontof near opposite  under ’

between

J)ulia Ann Eric
2 ()

Ann is sitting between Eric and Julia. Come and sit by me. We camped by the lake.

near

near

. hear

! ‘ CANADA
hear Montrei@é;g
Ottawa
USA g&‘ 1000 miles
Montreal is in eastern Canada, near Ottawa, I left my bicycle against the shop window.

Joe's car is parked in front of our house, Lucy is in front of Pat, Andy is opposite Mike.
There’s a bus stop opposite our house. Pat is behind Lucy.
above

The dog is hiding under the table. The plane is flying above the clouds.
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Choose the correct prepositions.

> 1 usually sit ......2%...,....... a window in class, so I can look out if I get bored. (behind, by, in front of )
There was a big bird flying high up ... .. the trees. (above, against, opposite)

They live in a beautiful old house .................. ... a tiver, (above, by, under)

There’s a big clock ... ...... the door of the station. (above, against, betweern)

Isat dOWn wocovvvviviivinininn Mary and looked into her eyes. (above, behind, by)

You can park your Car .............i....... the house. (against, behind, between)

I'll meet you at the station ...................... the clock. (against, between, under)

The door wouldn't stay shut, so I put a chair ...................... it. (above, against, near)

Ny R W e

[4

Put in the correct prepositions.

1 She put the money at the bottont of her suitcase, ...................... her clothes,

2 Our house 1S .......cerenee.ee. @ banik and a supermarket, and just ........ sreenrenneeen. the police station.
3 Please don't put your bicycle ........cccoevenee. OUL Wall,

4 Sorry we're late -~ we were driving ...................... a slow bus all the way.

5 Iworkin a small town .......cceveneee coeeveereennnn. Birmingham.

6 In the theatre I couldn’t see anything because there was a very tall man ...................... e,

7 We usually have lunch in a little café ...................... the school, about five minutes’ walk away.

Look at the picture and put in the prepositions.

B a0OY%.........cvene.n.. the travel agent’s. S e The tWO WOmen.
T e, the supermarket. 6 eeererrreeerie s the window.

2 et . the banks. 7 vevreererieresnesveenseeneeense ThE CALL

3 rrerrenesisesineeenneeeenn. the National Bank. 8 eerrevrrnereneneeneneen the travel agent'’s.
4 e the travel agent’s. 9 v, The man,
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prepositions of movement

across along down into off over
out of past round through under up

Write the expressions under the correct photos. Use a dictionary if necessary,

across the river along the yellow line down the mountain
off the bike over the fence out of the shop past the café
round the corner through the gate under the bridge

into the water

up the steps
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) Cross out the words that are wrong.

B across the road / the-church 7 through the door / the railway line
1 along the corner / the road 8 off the police station / the table

2 up the mountain / the table 9 out of the church / the stairs

3 down the church / the stairs 10 under the bridge / the people

4 over the corner / the wall ) 11 past the floor / the bank

5 into the bank / the bridge 12 across the river / the wall

6 round the corner / the road

Choose the correct prepositions and F;ut them in the correct places.

> Iwent %P, the stairs and oo the passage. (along, into, out of, up)

1 Mrs Andrews got ....o.cceevceeennnen. the taxi and ran ......c..cccevveens Oxford Street. (across, round, out of,
over)

2 Alice walked .....cc.coccerneee. the steps to the river and .........coooveeneeen. the bridge. (along, down,
through, over)

3 He walked slowly ......cocciniinnens the road for a few minutes, then he stopped and went
e a small door .....cceceevvenneen, a garden. (across, along, into, through)

4 Mary went .....cccoeerieeenne the stairs and «.....ccoovviienene her office, took a letter .........cccnunenne the
table and started to read it. (into, off, out of, over, up)

5 GO e the supermarket, ......c.coevvreennnee the railway bridge, ......cccceevurnnnee the first

corner, and the police station is on your right. (along, down, past, round, under)

We use to for movement, and at or in for position — where somebody/something is (see pages 258-259). .
I went to the bus stop to meet Helen. | waited at the bus stop for twenty minutes.

We can use from ... before to ... ' ' o

He took five days to cycle from London to Edinburgh.

We get to a place, but we arrive at a place, or arrive in a big place (NOT -arriveto).

It took three hours to get to Cambridge. I was tired when | arrived at the station.
We arrived in London very early in the morning.

Put in from, to, at or in.

1 Let’s g0 cocveeviennen. the country this weekend.

2 She spends hours ..........c...... the bathroom.

3 Shall we drive .....c.ccccueee Scotland or go by train?

4 We flew directly .......cc.c..c... Berlin ....oooeveninne Tokyo.

S5 What time do we arrive .......cc..c..... Paris?

6 After six days’ walking, they got ................. a river.

7 1saw Annie standing ................. the bus stop.

8 When we arrived ......cccueuee her house she had already left.

Note that we get into and out of cars BUT orni(to) and off buses/trains/planes/ships.
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test yourself  prepositions

Put in in, at, on or nothing (-).

# I'll be here again ....., this afternoon. 5 Do you go away ...... Christmas?

1 Isaw her ...... Tuesday. 6 Let’s go to Scotland ...... next weekend.

2 We usually play golf ...... the weekend. 7 We always get up late ...... Sunday morning.
3 My birthday is ...... January. 8 Ican’t work ...... night,

4 The meeting is ...... June 18th. 9 The lesson starts v 9.485,

5 Put in in, at, to or on.

B We live &%, a small town near Edinburgh. 7 1thought she was going to walk from the
1 ‘How do you know that?’ ‘I read it ...... station, but she arrived ...... a taxi.
the newspaper.’ 8 Please write your name ....., the bottom of the
2 The train stopped ...... every station. paper.
3 I'll meet you ...... the bus stop outside 9 She has aring ...... the third finger of her
the station. left hand. ,
4 Please don’t put your feet ...... the table. 10 What time does this bus get ... London?
5 What’s that black mark ...... the ceiling? 11 She posted the letter in April; it arrived ...,
6 You will find the information ...... page 16. my house in June.

Put in in, from, by or until,

1 I'm going to stay in this job i, next year.

2 Thave classes tomorrow ................. 9.30 i, 4.00.

You can borrow my bicycle, but I must have it back ..., Friday.
4 Do you think you can learn English ................. two months?

5 Can you clean these trousers ................. tomorrow afternoon?

6 The train leaves ................ ten minutes,

w

Put in for, during or while.

1 We travelled round America ....................... two months last year.

2 I couldn’t sleep .......cococvvvrevnvror. the night, so I got up and read a book.

3 Somebody got into the house and stole the TV .oveeiriine, we were asleep,
4 I'd like to see you .............coouv......... a few minutes. o

S I'went to sleep ...................00...... the lesson.

| Put in the correct prepositions. (More than one answer may be possible.)

P He sat .!0.5{ WEAY . the window, and looked out from time to time.

1 Ccomes....oceuereverrnann., B and D in the alphabet.

2 1 couldn’t see the plane, because it was high .o, the clouds.

3 Thad to wait a long time at the post office, because the woman ... me wanted a lot
of different things. '

4 There’s a garage on the other side of the street just .......c.coivvennn., our house,

S Please don’t put bicycles ....................... ~.'the shop window.

6 He turned round and walked away ......................_. the trees,

7 We cycled .o a little road ...........ocovrnn. the river for about five kilometres.

8 Ann came .................. <.... the church and walked SIOWLY e, the square.

9 ‘Where’s the swimming pool?” ‘Drive ........................... the police station, ............................
the railway bridge and ..........c.............. the corner, and you’ll see it on your left.’

More difficult questions
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