TION 19 indirect speech g

gramimar summary

When we tell people what somebody said or thought, we often use indirect speech.
Tenses, here-and-now words (like this, here, today) and pronouns (like |, you) may change in indirect
speech. This is because the time, place and speaker may be different.

‘I really like it here.’ Bill said that he really liked it there.

We often leave out that, especially after common verbs like say and think.
Bill said he really liked it there. '
Indirect questions have a different structure from direct questions.

‘What is your phone number?’ He asked me what my phone number was,
‘Do you like cherries?’ She asked me if I liked cherries.

We can use object + infinitive (with to) after ask and tell.
| asked him to make some coffee. She told the children not to make a noise,

P ol e

5 pre-test: which units do you need?

Try this small test. It will help you to decide which units you need. The answers are on page 284.

) Correct (+) or not (;)?

> I said Peter where was he going. ./ 7 1didn’t know if I was late. ...

1 A man asked me where the post office was. ... 8 1didn’t know whether I was late. ..,

2 Isaid I'm really tired. ... 9 Itold Ann to not worry. ...

3 John asked how did I feel. ... 10 Jake told that he wanted a holiday. ... :
4 1 asked somebody where was the station? ... 11 Do you know where all those people work? ... |
5 Can you say me what the time is? ... 12 Joe phoned me on Sunday and said he went . ;’
6 Mary asked me to help her. ... to a great party yesterday. ... j’)
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tenses and pronouns  Bill said he was really happy.

E

BILL SAI® THAT
HE WAS REALLY

When we tell people what somebody said or thought, we often use indirect speech.

Tenses and pronouns (/, you etc) change in indirect speech if the time and speaker are different.
For-example, present tenses become past; I may become he or she; my may become his or her.
SOMEBODY SAID/THOUGHT INDIRECT SPEECH

“I'm happy.’ Bill said that he was happy. (NOT Bill-said-thet+m-happy,)

‘I have a problem.’ I'thought that I had a problem. (NOT Hthetght-to-have-a-problem.)
‘She likes me.’ He knew that she liked him,

"My feet are cold.’ She said her feet were cold.

We often_leave out that, especially after common verbs like say, think.

Bill said he was really happy. I thought it was a great party.

% Put in the correct pronouns (/ etc) or possessives (my etc).

1 ‘I speak French.’ He said ................ spoke French.

2 'T'm sorry.’ She said ............... was sorry.

3 ‘Ann phoned me.’ She said Ann had phoned .................

4 ‘We want our money.’ They said ................. wanted ................. money.

‘We can use both say and tell in indirect speech. Tell must have a personal object: we tell somebody
something. Say doesn’t need a personal object: we say something (to somebody),

She told me | was late, (NOT She-toldHwas-fate:)

They told Ann the wrong time. (NOT #reffer‘d—ﬁ%ﬁweﬁg—ﬁme—z:&mﬁ,)
She said | was late. (NOT She-said-me-HwasHate:)

! said ndthing to the police. (NOT Fsaid-thepolice-nothing:)

JCircle)the correct answer.,

1 Isaid / told the driver I wanted to stop. S
2 My mother said / told there was a letter 6
for me. 7

3 Everybody said / told I looked beautiful,

4 Why did you say / tell the lessons were 8

expensive?

Eric said / told the waiter he couldn’t pay.

L didn't say / tell Peter that I was going away.
Nobody said / told me that the shop

was closed,

Ann said / told that she would wait

at the bus stop.

Put the beginnings and ends together, and look at the use of tenses,

1 In 1896 Lord Kelvin said

2 In 1937 Hitler’s nephew Willi said

3 When Columbus got to America he thought

4 When Albert Finstein was 10, a teacher told him
5 Hundreds of years ago, people believed

aeroplanes were impossible, %

he would never be a scientist, ...

his uncle was not interested in war. ...
the sun went round the earth. ...

he had reached India. ...
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When we tell people what sormebody said in the past, there is a time difference.
(For example, somebody said something on Sunday, and | tell you about it on Monday.)
Because of this, tenses usually change as follows:

DIRECT SPEECH ON SUNDAY TENSE CHANGE INDIRECT SPEECH ON MONDAY

The children are in Ireland. AM/ARE/1S —> WAS/WERE Karen said her children were in Ireland.
My TV isn’t working. He said his TV wasn’t working.

| have a meeting at 4.00. HAVE/HAS ~> HAD She said she had a meeting at 4.00.
Sue has passed her exam. Sally told me Sue had passed her exam.,
I will probably be late. WILL —> WOULD . I thought | would probably be late,

You can have three tickets. CAN ~> COULD " The man said | could have three tickets.
It doesn’t matter, Martin. DO/DOES ~> DID I told Martin it didn’t matter.

The train leaves at 6.00.  SIMPLE PRESENT —> SIMPLE PAST The timetable said the train left at 6.00.
We all speai English. ’ She said they all spoke English.

I forgot my keys. SIMPLE PAST —> PAST PERFECT  He said he had forgotten his keys.

D Rewrite the sentences in indirect speech, changing the tenses. Begin He/She/They said ...
> SALLY: ‘T'm tired.” .She.sabol (ERGEL SNEWAS EUEEL i
ANN: ‘MY SISTET TIEEAS @ CAL. .ioviiiicriiiiiiniiti et sttt bbb bbb st b s
BILL: ‘T have to phone ANAIEW. ...t e s e
MARY: ‘Nobody wants t0 Nelp IME.’ ...t
HELEN: ‘The 1adio doesn’t WOTK.' ...ttt i sarararessessssasasennnns
JOHN: ‘T will be i Paris N JULY. oo et
MIKE: ‘T 1K the TEA SWEALEL .viiiiiieiiieeieeiieiiereeieeeiererineerrrtessresreceeeemntosesssiisiisessisiiiiis sesissesssiossissssensarans
DAVID: ‘T CATI'E SWHITL. 1ooiiiiiirirreesiieseirrieereertirbtencrereecaesossannsessssssesoressutseesssmastesssssestassssatossssnsnesnnrsanaasessses
ALICE: ‘My parents are travelling.’
MARIA: ‘The lessons are very g00d.” ... ettt benenes
ERIC AND SUE: ‘We haven’t heard fIOm JO.  ....uiiuiiiiiiiieriiririrnrnrrereeiniiesiienieiesirsin i ssisesssssessessasaseenenes
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) Look at the picture to see what John thought
when he was small. Write his thoughts in
indirect speech. ANIMALS CAN TALK,  CATS HAVE NINE LIVES,
e Hnoaht andneals sord kalRe e, MY FATHER KNOWS EVERYTHING.
SPAGHETTL GROWS ON TREES.

................................................................................... M\[ MoTHER HAS
................................................................................... ALWAYS BEEN 0LD,

If somebody said something that is still true when it is reported, tenses don't always change.
‘My parents don‘t write to me.” — She told me that her parents didn’t/don’t write to her.

< For tenses after present reporting verbs (for example She says that she’s tired) see page 249.
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indirect questions  She asked him what his name was.

Indirect questions have a different word order from direct quéstions, and no question marks: XXX

DIRECT QUESTION: Monica said, "Where is John?’ | said, ‘When capn you come?’

INDIRECT QUESTION:  Monica asked where John was. | asked when she could come.
(NOT -Monica-asked-where-wasfohn?)

We don’t use do in indirect questions.

DIRECT QUESTION: ‘What do you want?’ ‘Where does Andrew live?’

INDIRECT QUESTION:  She asked me what | wanted. I asked him where Andrew lived.
(NOT She-asked-me-what-did-want)

A policewoman stopped a driver in London and asked him some questions. Write the
questions in indirect speech.

B> ‘What is your name?’ ..:3%¢.AsRe0 Mbnt Whak RS MAMEWAS ..o,

"IWHeETE dO JOU LIVEY 1ottt e
WHETE dO TOU WOTK?' ittt bbbt sttt st e st sanatna
"WHhere are JOU GOINE?" it e s
‘Whete have YOU DEEN? ..ot
“What is the NUMDET Of JOUT CAI?’ .coviiriiviiriiiieiiinitisrees bbb e bs s e s s v

Dok W N e

With indirect yes/no questions we use if or whether. They mean the same.

DIRECT QUESTION: Do you know Tim? ' Are you French?
INDIRECT QUESTION:  He asked me if/whether 1 knew Tim. She asked if/whether | was French.

The policewoman asked some more questions. Write them in indirect speech with if or
whether.

B> ‘Are you British?’ She asked him if ..J02.WAS BIEHESN. ..cccoooviinriiiii s
1 ‘Isit your car?’ She asked him WHEther ...
2 ‘Do you have a driving HCEICE?Y’ ......coiiiiiiiiiniiiieiii e
3 Do you have it WIth JOU?' oot e
4 ‘Do you always drive with the door OPen?’ ...
5 ‘Are you LStening t0 IMIEY ..ot e

These are some of the questions from a woman'’s job interview. Write them in indirect
speech.

B> ‘How old are you?’ .Thed. AsReANacnow obd S8 WAS ..o o
‘Are YOU MATTIEAY oot e -
‘Do you have children?’ ..ot
‘Where have you worked Defore?’ ...

‘Why do you want to change your JOD?’ ..o

B W N =
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present reporting verbs She says she comes from London.

After present verbs (for example she says, | think) we don’t change the tenses.
DIRECT SPEECH: ‘Well, yes, | come from London.’ ‘Funny — she has a Scottish accent.’
INDIRECT SPEECH: She says she coimes from London, but | think she has a Scottish accent.

) Complete the indirect speech sentences.

B> ‘I'm Irish.’ He says SIS i
B ‘Where is Peter?’ She wants to know WASEPEEr LS e,
B ‘Did John phone? I don’t know FLIOMAPRONER: | s
1 ‘We live in Greece.’ ‘ TRHEY SAY ceviiiiiiiiiiieiiei i e s
2 'I went to Belfast yesterday.’ SHE SAYS oieiieriiiiieentieeriee et e s
3 T've been ill.’ HE SAYS tvviierreirrrerierenreresiiesaninessiesesnsesssensasnsesresnecernessesesineessnees
4 'It’s going to rain.’ She thinKS .oooveiiei e
5 ‘T'll ask my sister.’ SHE SAYS 1iviiviiiiiiiiiniciirie s e
6 ‘We're going to be rich. They DEHEVE ..cccvviiciiiiiiiiiiin s
7 ‘Is lunch ready?’ He Wants t0 KIIOW ..uivviiiiiiiririeniiiiesseie e eiirercieete e ernee e e
8 ‘Where did I put my keys?’ T don’t remember .....ooiiciiiiiiii e

We can ask questlons pohtely by saylng Do you know ...7 or 7Cah you tell me...7 + indirect question.
(see page 248). ; : : ' : ' SR
Where does she live? —+ Do you know Where she lives?

Is he at home? = Can you tell me if he’s at home?

Rewrite the questions.

» What does this word mean? Do you know ..what this word weeansez e,
P Is there a lesson today? Can you tell me Jfthere's a lessow todan? e,
1 Where can I buy tickets? CATL FOU 1ivieiiiiiiiineeiiee it e st eeras st ear s sat e sbe s s s s b sara s ens
2 How much does it cost? DO i, OO PP UTTURUIO
3 Has John phoned? L7 2 RO OO SO P ST OO T TP P PPN
4 Must I pay now? CATl ittt
S Does Maria like steak? L0 « L P T T OO PRSPPSO TP RT PR PRPPPPOPPIRO
6 Where did I park the car? DO ittt

We can also use indirect questions in answers. :
Sorry, | don’t know where she lives, I can’t remember if he’s married,

Don’t give the answers! But write sentences beginning I know, I don't know, 1I'd like to
know, | don't want to know, I don't care or | can’t remember.

B Who built the Eiffel Tower? ..!.Rnew. who budlt the BUfl TOWEE .., R
1 What languages do Irish people SPeak? .....c..ccccvireiiiiiiiiiiiiiciitinee et essee s s
2 What do elephants @at? .......cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e
3 Does the British Museum open on Christmas Day? ... seeses s
4 Was King William II a tall man? ..., ey eh et r e sk stk e b b et sasseee b s
5 DO DITAS ATEAIN? ..vovivievirisiiesleieeirissetiseteceseeeaeses st essbesebasates s s setebebes s sebesasasressssssessesatesares s basseatsesatanensnes
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here and now — there and then

BILL SAID HE LIKED
IT THERE,

When we tell people what somebody said, we may have to change words like here, this, today and now.
This is because the place and time have changed since the words were spoken. '

BILL IN {RELAND IN DECEMBER JOE IN LONDON IN MARCH

| like it here. Bill said he liked it there / in Ireland.

I'm going fishing this week. He said he was going fishing that week.
I’'m not working today. He said he wasn’t working that day.
What do you want to do now? He asked what | wanted to do then/next.

Match the direct and indirect speech expressions.

DIRECT SPEECH: ‘here and now’ words INDIRECT SPEECH: ‘there and then’ words

1 here 6 today A that day ... F the next day ...

2 now 7 tonight B that night ... G there %

3 this 8 last week C that ... H the week before ...
4 tomorrow 9 next week D the day before ... . I then...

5 yesterday E the next week ...

A friend of yours said these sentences a month ago in another country.
Now you are telling somebody what she said.
Complete the sentences with the correct ‘there and then’ words.

> T'm not happy here.’ She said she wasn’t happy ... 8% ..o,
1 ‘I hate this place.’ She said she Nated ......c.ccoovviviniiiiin e e s
2 ‘I left home last week.’ She said she had left hOme .........coccvvvviiivniieie e
3 ‘I wrote to my father yesterday.” ——Shesaid she had written to her father .........ccooverveernnenrnirenens
4 ‘Are you leaving today?’ She asked me if T was 1€aVING ....ccccvviviiiivniiniinirennssaesensenns
5 ‘Where will you be tonight?’ She asked where I would De .......ccvviviciviiiniiii e ceeeieeniees
6 ‘I'll phone you tomorrow.’ She said she would phone me .......cccoceevevieneeniincrncrncnnnnrecinen

Another friend of yours said these sentences two weeks ago in another town,

Now you are telling somebody what he said. Write the sentences with the correct tenses
and ‘here and now’ words. ,

> ‘T'm really happy here.” He said he ..WaS. YA NAPRY.ENGE .o.ooooiviiriiei e
T ‘T10VE ThiS PIACE. ittt ettt et sbae bt s bt sate s aesseeaaessrseabasrtsareosessrnenresrssrsarancoserts
2 ‘Tsaw a great film YeSterday.” .....ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiit e et er e r e srag bt en et
3 T'm going to another party tONIGIt. ....cocoiiiiviiiriiiiienirte e serisresraesreersesesteesareesaraessmsssbens

................................................................................................................................................................
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infinitives  She told me to get out.

We use ask or tell + object + infinitive (with to), to say what people want(ed) us to do.

DIRECT SPEECH INDIRECT SPEECH

"Please close the door.’ She asked me to close the door,

‘Could you phone Angela?’ I asked John to phone Angela.

‘Get out!’ She told me to get out, .
‘Don’t worry.’ The doctor always tells her not to worry.

5@ Write past indirect speech sentenpes.(

> JOHN: Peter, could you close the window? (ask)

N\ (GET A LoT
) LoF Exerase,
BE CAREFUL
WITH MONEY.
g S5 ooy

* (Dot FORGET
BRUSH
YouR TEETH.

% Joe left home for university. His family gave him
lots of advice. Look at the picture and complete
the sentences.

> His mother .tokel it to.wrlke ..o, every week.

> His grandmother . told ke ot to forget. o) A 0 il """"’ER'—Y;;\
to brush his teeth. Y "
1 His girlfriend told ....coooviiiiiiiininicinoncnancs every day. ’
2 HiS MOHET wouvoivvcriririsir i clean. V| i )
3 His father ... hard. :
4 HIS SISEET Livviviiiiieiiiiciiene e e parties.
S His brother ..o, exercise.
6 His MOther ..o every day.
7 His father ..o late
8 His brother .......cccovcvirivceiinninc i with money.
9 HIS SIStEr .icoiviiiciiiiiicii et for money.
10 His grandmother .....cccoccvnrvienennenenonccneennnn, propetly.

We don't use object + infinitive after say or suggest.

I told her to phone me. (BUT NOT +seich-her-to-phore-me:)
I suggested that he should take the train. OR | suggested taking the train.
(BUT NOT +suggested-himto-take-thetrain:) ‘

= For other verbs with object + infinitive, see page 122,
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veoL yvuiselr  indirect speech

Correct () or not (x)?

1 Shakespeare told his wife that you don’t understand my work. ...
2 I don’t know what does this word mean. ...

3 Please tell me what you want. ...

4 I asked what the time was, ...

5 Mary asked me where Bill lived? ...

Read the letter and then complete the text,

he was sorry that he p.hadnitwritten, for a few

weeks. It was because e 1 ... t00 busy. He 2 .....covvvrvnvevere his family
that he 3. a great time, but he 4.............. . some work too. He
said he S......coovmvonrireeres 1 €XAIM 6 .ovvvvvvresoreo WEEK oot ,
and he hoped he 7.........ovvvvomeevreo get good marks.

JOE 8 o that he only 9 ..o one shirt, because he
10 i, the others. He asked his mother Wi, him six
more. And he asked 12........uvveevvoennro his raincoat 13 ... at home

His 100m 14 w..ccovvurreros not very nice, he said, so he IS i
have to look for a better one. And because of the bad college f00d he 16 .....u.vvvveeevreeor
on hamburgers. '

He said he 17.....ccoovernrvvoeeer nearly all his money, and asked his father
I8 i him some more,

Joe also asked his family 19 ..o him his Aunt Ellen’s address, And he

20 them that he 21 .........ooovevooroo from Sarah, and asked

22 i, She 23 i

At the end of the letter, Joe asked 24 ...........oooorvroo John 25 ..o
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