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» grammar summary

Most tenses are possible in sentences with if.
If you're happy, I'm happy. He won’t come tomorrow if he came yesterday.
If you've been to Paris, you've seen the Eiffel Tower. -

Note the following three important structures:

S present tenses for future: ¢
With if, we use present tenses to talk about the future.
I'll phone you if I have time. (NOT ... #+will-heve-time:)

o if+ past, ... would ...
We can use past tenses with if to show that something is not real or not probable now.
(We normally use would in the other part of the sentence.)
If I had more money, | would buy a car now.

» if + past perfect, ... would have ...
To talk about unreal past events - things that did not happen — we use if + past perfect.
(We normally use would have + past participle in the other part of the sentence.)
I'm sorry you had all those problems. If you had asked me, | would have helped you.

5 pre-test: which units do you need?

Try this small test. It will help you to decide which units you need. The answers are on page 284.

9 Correct (+) or not ()?
P If I would have gone to London, I had seen Alex. #
If I'm sleepy, I drink a cup of coffee. ...
If I could drive, I could get a better job. ...
We'll go and see Max and Chuis if we'll be in Berlin. ...
If he's from Switzerland, he probably understands French. ...
If we left early tomorrow morning, we would arrive before 12.00. ...
You can’t come in here unless you don’t have a ticket. ...
If he would work harder, he passed his exams. ...
{ wouldn’t do that if I were you. ...
If you didn’t help me, I would have been in trouble. ...
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if: position; unless

When we use if, there are two possibilities.

1 Start with ifand use a comma (,). 2 Put if between the two parts of the sentence.
If bbbbb, aaaaa Aaaaa if bbbbb
If you're too hot, take your coat off. Take your coat off if you're too hot,
If Ann saw us, why didn’t she say ‘hello’? Why didn’t Ann say "hello’ if she saw us?

Use if to put these sentences together in two ways.

> Joe works at Brown’s. He probably knows Annie.
tf oz works at Broww's, he probably lenows Anmie.

..........................................................................................................................................................

.................

................................................................................................................................................................

We can use unless to mean 'if ... not’, ‘except if’.

You can’t come in unless you have a ticket. (= 'You can’t come in if you don’t have a ticket.”)
Unless I'm very tired, | go to bed about midnight. (= ‘Except if I'm very tired ...")

Rewrite these sentences with unless.

P Children can’t go in if they are not with an adult.
Chilelven cam’t go bn unless thew are with an aduwlt.

> If you don't give me my money, I'm going to the police.
tnless You glve e muy money, I going to the police.

1 You can't park here if you don’t live in this street.

................................................................................................................................................................

= For the difference between if and when, see page 280,
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if: tuture I'll phone you if I hear from Alice.

Most tenses are possible in sentences with if.

If you're hdppy, I'm happy. He won't come tomorrow if he came yesterday.
If you've been to Paris, you’ve seen the Eiffel Tower.

But after if, we normally use a present tense to talk about the future.

If it is sunny tomorrow, we'll eat in the garden. I'll phone you if | hear from Alice.
Ill be sorry if | don’t pass this exam. :

Make sentences with if.
I'm afraid the bus will be late,

1 = not ind another JOD ...t s
2 > 108e Y flAt oot e et eae et erts PR
3 —> move back to My PArents’ NOUSE ......ccccvreiiriierinirieirnnen st et eesesesesatesrsrerssesesssesesersss s srne
5 GEL VELY DOTEA ovvuivriirirsieiriniiat st es st sts e s ees s es st s eee s esssene s eessees e
> €O SWIMMING EVETY QAT  ..eoiiiiiiiiiiiiiinieeiee et ieteste sttt e s te s sve s evasaoreete et tstssstesasstssseresseestens
> TOOK VEIY GOOU ittt a et st bbb b an st eb e s et sbea s ster e eaae
—> meet interesting people ..................................................................................................................
> 8O 10 10ES OF PATLIES .vuvvucvrrieriiseierireisiissise s ssss e esis s sss e st ssseseeseas et esssesses et ene s eesesesseesesees
—> have a Wonderful HIME ...ttt e bbbt
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B If it . CBHAS. ... , we Witk have . the party inside. (rain; have)

| A TR happy if I .ocevveiieenen, my exam. (be; pass)

2 IEyou woeevvveecnrennen, TNIOW, YOU wovriesieiinieieanne the train. (leave; catch)

3 John says he ...ccceecrenieenne. as a taxi-driver if he .....ccocevieenns money. (work; need)

4 TfT i free tomorrow evening, I .......cccecovunine, you on Friday. (not be; see)

S5 Mary .. Chinese next year if she ..................... time. (study; have)

6 I, you to the station if I .......c.cvverenene find my car keys. (drive; can)

7 Ifhe i, her, he ..o a happy life. (marry; not have)

8 §7£¢10 R smoking if the doctor .........cevvunnen. you that you must? (stop; tell)
9 HEWe i to the boss very politely, .......cccovvenienns he i to us? (talk; listern)

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY: names of languages
Anna is going to work in another country next year. See if you can make sentences with
the correct language names. Use a dictionary if necessary.

Arabic Chinese v Dutch German Greek Portuguese Swahili

B (China) ..\T.she.gees to. China, she will have to learn, Chinese.

............................................................................................................................................

1 (BZYPE) IE SHIE .ottt sttt et et ea st bbb a et b b s bbb b e s e s ensesass st ns
2 (BIAZIL) woviiiiiiciciincrcni st e b et ae et et e bR b e et et st eas et b s at e stsaaeteaaesesaetre s eae
B (HOIANAY .ottt et r e e a et a et ettt et st st st st e s et eneon
G (KIP) orvviviineeiriinienirestesee sttt e steeteesse e s essesasessasteersstesstseesnsensesssanesatsaeteaa paesreetesessreeneeneesneaneerententenraents
S (GTCECE) weeuviiriieseiiestiietiesteereerserrcasasetsesreesrresstesssssereseoesaenstasanan b reetee ettt ee et eeeen e et tabtaer et easbraeaaeaeas
6 (AUSITIA) cvviicieiiiiniirireseeceectette e e abe ettt e et srs e st saes e enessens et er st e et a s e e era e e s tantr s besanarans

> We also use present tenses for the future after time conjunctions: see page 221.
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not real / not probable If dogs could talk, ...

We use if + past tense + would to talk about things that are not real or not probable now.
IF ... + PAST TENSE WOULD + INFINITIVE (WITHOUT T0)

if | had a million dollars, | would build a big swimming pool,

If you were the President, ~ what would you do?

If dogs could talk, they would tell some interesting stories.

If he didn’t travel so much, he’d have more money.

- Contractions (see page 277): | would —> 1'd, you would — you'd, etc

) Put in the correct forms of the verbs.

b If people Jad four arms, life Would be easier. (have; be)

1 Ifmy cat .ccooeennen. open the fridge, it ............... all my food. (can; eat)

2 If Ann and Bill ............... here, they ............... what to do. (be; know)

3 T i, the answer, I ............... you. (know; tell)

4 If your boss ......cee.e. you to work on Sunday, ............... YOU oo, it? (ask; do)
S I you cvnennnenne read people’s thoughts, what ............... YOU e, ? (can; do)

Complete each sentence with the correct forms of the correct verbs.

T I acarifI.inicnniennn, enough money. (have, buy)

2 T oiiveiirnneeeienn you to marry me, what ......cccovveeirveniinens FOU tiiivrvernrinreninrennens ? (say, ask)

3 AleX e his work on time if he .......ccceevveirivnenen, so much. (finish, not talk)

4 T, Chinese if I .....coonvviecrvennnnns more time. (have, study)

S If the programmes ........c.occevveeverinens better, I .oooiiiiiiiiniiiien, more TV. (be, waich)

6 This .ovviveeeiriiirirenns a nice country if it ...coooovvveiiriiininenns so much. (not rain, be)

7 1 e, Carola better if She ..ocvvvveviienriiennnine about herself all the time. (not talk, like)

Make sentences in two ways.

» My parents don’t live near here, so I don’t see them at weekends.
If ey parents, Lived wear hare, | would see thene BEWEEREAS. | ...o.oooio e

................................................................

............................................................
................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................
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QUESTIONNAIRE: WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF ...7
Write sentences. Use a dictionary if necessary.

1 If you heard a strange noise in your house in the night, would you:

A go and look? B phone the police? C hide under the bedclothes?

If T heard a strange noise in my house in the night, Iwould ........ccooiiiiniiin,
2 If you found a lot of money in the street, would you:

A keep it? B try to find the person who had lost it? C take it to the police?

..................................................... R R R R T R R R T P PR R PN

3 If you saw a child stealing from a shop, would you:
A tell the child to stop? B tell a shop assistant? C do nothing?

4 lf a shop assistant gave you too much change, would you:
“A tell him/her? B take the money and say nothing?

.......................................................................................................................................................

5 If you found a dead mouse in your kitchen, would you:
A throw it out? B ask somebody to throw it out? C run?

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

6 If you found a suitcase on the pavement outside a bank, would you:
A take it into the bank? B take it to the police? C take it home? = D leave it?

70K you found a friend’s diary, would you: )
A read it? B give it to him/her without reading it?

What would you do if you had a free year and a lot of money? Write three or more
sentences.

travel round the world study ......... go to ... o (other answers)

After | and we, we can use should with the same meaning as would in British English.
If | had more time, | should/would learn the saxophone.
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Iflgo ..., ITwill ...; If I went .., Twould ...

The difference between if I go and if | went (for example) is not a difference of time.
We can use both if I go/see etc and if I went/saw etc to talk about the present or future.’
With if, a past tense does not mean 'past time’; it means ‘not real’ or 'not probable’.

PROBABLE/POSSIBLE | NOT REAL/NOT PROBABLE
If I go to London, I'll visit Tony. If I went to the moon, | would take a lot of photos.
If I see Ann, I'll give her your address. If I saw the Prime Minister, | would say ‘hello’.

Choose the best sentence-beginning.

b 1If I{live)/ lived to be 75, ...

If 1 live / lived to be 175, ...

If dogs can / could talk, ...

If I go / went shopping next week, ...

It Switzerland starts / started a war against Australia, ...

If the government gives / gave everybody a month’s holiday with pay, ...
If you need / needed help one day, ...

It everybody gives / gave 10% of their money to poor countries, ...
It everybody thinks / thought the same as me, ...

If T am / was the most intelligent person in the world, ...

If prices go / went up next year, ...

S 00NN R W
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Choose the best way to continue the sentences.

» I'm not going to open the window. If I open @the window, it will /(wou@be too noisy.

P Maybe I'll open a window. But if I/ opened a window, it@/ would be very noisy.

I'm going to get up early tomorrow. If I have / had time, Ill / I'd walk to work.

If T have / had time, I'll / I'd walk to work, but it’s just not possible.

‘T may get a job in Germany.’ ‘If you get / got it, what will / would your boyfriend say?’

‘There’s a job in Germany, but I don’t think I'll get it.” ‘If you get / got it, what will / would your
boyfriend say?’

We never leave food on the table. If we do / did, the cat will / would eat it,

‘Shall I put this on the table?’ ‘If you do / did, the cat will / would eat it.’

I'll probably go to university. But if T go /went, I won’t / wouldn’t earn any money for three years,
I'm not going to go to university. If I go / went to university, I won’t / wouldn’t earn any money for
three years.

BwW N e

D NN o
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If I were you, ...

We sometimes use were instead of was after if. This is usually rather formal.
If | were taller | would play basketball. If John were here, he would know what to do.

We often say If | were you, | would /14 ..., when we want to give people advice.
If | were you, I'd get a new car. I wouldn’t stand there if I were you.

) Write sentences with if I were you, using the expressions in the box.

call the police atonce  fly notsellit joinaclub  seea doctor v/ take a holiday

&

Tm really tired.” Tf ..o

‘Thaven't got any friends.” ‘If ..o e
‘Shall I take the train to Scotland?’ ‘T would
‘Somebody has stolen my car.’ ‘If ......cccovvivene
Tohn wants to buy my motorbike.” ‘I

m»&:ri—\W

ohn Baker has won a lot of money in the lottery. His family and friends are giving him
advice. Look at the pictures and use the words in the box to complete the sentences.

buy a sports car buy a house v~ give the money away have a big party
put the money in the bank start a business stop work travel round the world

HIS FATHER: vvevvaeeeratseueresessssssaesesesseseestesaesesenseessassesesessssesasssssessssossssssnsossssssssessssesesasessssnsesssssssesssesnssssases
HIS BROTHER! vevreveeeaemseeeerseeeseenestesssesenenesestonenseomtsesesaestasenesteeassssanstosesssssossssosensanns et
HIS GRANDMOTHER: veveverveteveresseeetesassessetessssestssessssaesessssessssssesetsesesessssssesossssssesasossessnsssssssssessesesassesssasassas
HIS SISTER? +ovuvovvseveresserenesesessessssssssssessesesesesessesesessesassssssssssessosossnsssossesesasessssesesssassesssessnsesassssassssssasassesas
HIS FRIEND JOE! +ovuvuvevereeeerersssstatenessesesaensaseenssensiesssssstssssssaesesssosessssssssssssestsosssesesssasessssssssssssssesesees
HIS FRIEND STEPHANIE! ©.vuveeiaeeersseseeerseesnssesenssessessssssesessens ettt ettt er ettt en e b et b

Ny vk W0 =
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could = ‘would be able to’ We could go cycling if ...

We can use could to mean ‘would be able to'.

If you arrived early, we could talk about the meeting. If Joe came, he could help with the dog.

Sometimes we use could twice: once as a past tense (to say that something is not real / not probable), and
once for would be able to.

If I could sell my car, | could buy a computer.

Complete the sentences with could and expressions from the box.

ask her to help »  get up late go and see him go cycling go to the cinema more often
have breakfast in the garden read the paper v watch a film write to Henry

» If Alice was here, ..we.could ask her to help.

B If I could find my glasses, ..
If JORII Was at FLOIIIE, WE .oveiiieiereeseeeteeeteeereeeseeeeeeeeeneeeeeeeeeseenenene

If the TV was WOTKINE, WE ...cccvviiiiiiiieniniiiiiniee et e sinesinens

If we had DIKES, .ovioiieriiiiii

If it was Saturday, T ..o

If 1T Was WATITET, WE ..eviivvirieriieerieiiriirerreeeeecesieneeeseeseesecnenseneeeses

If I could find my address DOOK, ......ccoceevviivniniiiciiiiiin e
If We lIved I @ TOWIL, covvivivirieiiiisieeesieiieiisieseseessesienesssiesees s cerneesens

N R W

Andy is reading the job advertisements. Unfortunately he can’t do much (see the box).
Look at the advertisements and write sentences with if he ... he could ...

Andy doesn’t speak Japanese he doesn’t have a passport he can't drive

he can’t cook he doesn’t like children he doesn’t like animals he can’t swim
» I he.spolke Japanese. e sould get.a ol . at the Grand Hotel.
1 If he could drive, ..o, at Calloway Ltd.
et st a e e s s e ettt et e et ene et e b aaee s e b bA e s e eeeee et ebbeeteseeaarnrrans at Patterson Travel.
3 R —— T4 b e tterinteaateateta et e e raeanreersteesrraeentenares at Pred’s Café.
4 at Crowndale School.
OO PO PP TP PTOOTPOPROON at the City Zoo.

B et e er e e s s s e e e aeae s ra e et e et reesateeeresaerare st eeteeeeieeeterstreneareteanteeetattsisens at the Leisure Centre.

Courier needed by

PATTERSON TRAVEL.
Must have passport.
Phone 44576.

Welfare Officer
required at
Crowndale School.
Must like children
Phone 88759.

.
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unreal past If a had happened, b would have happened.

When we use if to talk about unreal past events — things that didn’t happen — we use the past perfect
and would have + past participle. :

IF ... + PAST PERFECT WOULD HAVE + PAST PARTICIPLE

If the weather had been better, we would have gone to the sea. (But it wasn’t, so we didn’t.)
If you had asked me, | would have helped you. (But you didn’t, so | didn’t.)

if Mary had seen you what would you have said? (But she didn't.)

If she hadn’t gone skiing, . she wouldn’t have fallen and broken her leg. (But she did.)

ut in the correct verb forms.

1T HT i, here yesterday, I would have come to see you. (be)
2 IJO€ e, harder, he would have passed his exams. (work)
3 I YOU v a map with you, you wouldn’t have got lost. (fake)
4 We would have won the game if wWe ... so badly. (not play)
5 If I had gone to university, I ......cocccvivvinnnins medicine and become a doctor. (study)
B e FOU wervvrinerireeennenesinees if you had driven more slowly? (crash)
7 YOU wrviriiiiincnninn badly if you hadn’t drunk all that coffee. (ot sleep)
8 I yOU .orvvimriieiiiearininins on holiday with us, YOU ..o a wonderful time. (come; have)
9 If My Car ..oovvvvennnienireeiine b T here at 8 o’clock. (not break down; be)
10 i FOU wroreviirnnrennnas harder at school last year if you .......coceeeee the teachers? (study; like)
11 She covviieriiiiireceneeis martied if She ....ccvvivvvericiniinnnn to leave home. (not get; not want)
12 e FOU wovrvirinriiireirensesniens meif L., you? (help; ask)

Getting up early is bad for you. Read the text in the box and make sentences.

get up early — catch the 8.15 train —> sit by a beautiful foreign woman .
~> fall in love and marry her = go to live in her country —> work in her father’s diamond business
—> become very rich — go into politics — die in a revolution

RS AL AT $4 PR AR S LR RO R I PO PO ]

Hot weather is good for you. Read the text and complete the sentences.

It was hot, so my mother opened the door. A cat came in and ate her supper, so she went to the
shop to buy food. In the shop she saw an advertisement for a secretary. So she got a new job,
and met my father. I'm glad it was a hot day!

> If i nadnk beew. hot, g mether woukdn!E NAve opened e, the door.
1 If she hadn’t opened the door, the cat.....iini.. her supper.
2 e HET SUPPET, .evviiiviiiririaicnstiiene e the shop.
3 e the Shop, i the advertisement.
4 i the advertisement, .......cceviviineinn. a new job.
S A TIEW JOD, 1ot my father.
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test yourself  if

Use if to put these sentences together in two ways.

I need help. I ask my brother.

B> I'm sure John .Witbhebp........... you if you ask him. (help)
............................ your glasses, you would see much better. (clean)
and see you tomorrow if I have time. (come)

3 If she spoke more slowly, perthaps I ... her. (understand)
4 I YOU wrevvviriierinirieennes at 12,00, you will arrive at 3.20. (leave)
5 T v my car if I needed money. (sell)

orrect (v) or not (})?

» I get up and watch TV if I can't sleep. o 3 If he would eat more, he wasn’t so thin. ...

1 TI'll be very happy if I'll pass the exam. ... 4 IfI don'’t see you today, I see you tomorrow. ...
2 If she’s from Greece, she speaks Greek. ...

Choose the best way to continue the sentences.
1 I'm not going to buy a car. If I buy / bought a cax, I will / would spend all my money on it.
2 Maybe I'll go and see Sandra. But if I go / went and see / saw her, I'll / I’d have to talk to her stupid

brother.
3 My parents live a long way away. If they live / lived nearer, I will / would see them more often.
4 We're gomg to stay at home this evening. If we go / went out, we won’t / wouldn’t do anything

interesting.

Rewrite these sentences with unless.

1 You can’t go there if you don’t Rave @ VIS&. ...t
2 If you don’t go now, I'll call the police. ...l i ST POI PSPPSR

Correct (+) or not (X)?

1 If I could cook, I could get a job in a restaurant. ...

2 You won't catch the bus unless you don’t run. ...

3 If it didn't rain, I would have played tennis. ...

4 Iwould put on a sweater if I were you. ...

5 Everything would have been OK if T hadn't lost my keys. ...

Put in the correct verb forms.

T I e coffee last night, T .o better. (not drink; sleep)
2 If my parents reerevereeereeeerereseseress TROTE TNONEY, [t to university
after I left school. (have; 30)
3 ANNEE (v to Brazil last year if she ... Pete. (go; not meet)

More difficult questions
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